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THURSDAY JANUARY 5TH, 2017 


WE RE BACK! Hr- «E>I WISHES READERS AND ADVERTISERS 
A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR AND ALL GOOD FORTUNE IN 2017 


Chilli;, but cheerful turn-out for 
Porthcawl’s 52nd Christmas swim! 
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THIS I 
SUNDAY 1 - 1 

8th January 2017 

11.00am - 4.00pm 

•3 Fabulous Catwalk Shows 
12.00 midday, 1.30pm and 3.30pm 

• Special Welcome bags 

*for the first 250 brides 

•Over 80 exhibitors 

• Bridal and Mother of the Bride 
Sales Room 

• 20% off voucher to be used at Hillll 

'valid for 2 months after event _ 

• Complimentary Day Pass f \ 

for the Leisure Club ( ) 


IN contrast to recent years, the 
day started off wet and windy, 
for the Porthcawl Christmas 
Swim, but as if by magic, at 
11.30am the grey turned to 
blue and the sun shone. 

What a turn-out, with 1,023 
registered swimmers at the 52nd swim 
and lots of Christmas spirit and 
goodwill for the traditional chilly dip 
in the Bristol Channel. 

With the tide a good way out, 
swimmers had quite a walk or run 
down the beach to the sea at Sandy 
Bay. They were supported and cheered 


on by approximately 2,000 spectators. 

At 11.45am, Porthcawl Coastguards 
signalled the start of the parade and 
cleared a path through the spectators 
down the beach for the swimmers. 
Many were in fancy dress as they 
walked through the spectators from the 
Hi-Tide Inn to the sea. 

The procession of swimmers of all 
ages, male and female, was led by Vic 
Davies, Chris Hughes and members of 
Penybont Surf Lifesaving Club. 

Spectators cheered and gave their 
enthusiastic support to all those taking 
part. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 



Pre-register online before tie event 
and receive one FREE place 

www.eternitywithlove.co.uk 
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Denial Implant and 
Restorative Services 

• Experienced Royal College 
trained surgeon 

Realistic pricing * Interest free credit 
• Simple and complex cases undertaken 

We are currently offering FREE consultations. 

Call 01446 795240 today. 
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Kenfig Hill 
man stole 
from his 
ex-girlfriend 


A JOBLESS man 
who stole £1,500 
from his ex¬ 
girlfriend after 
breaking into her 
home, has been 
sentenced to six 
months’ imprison¬ 
ment, suspended for 
18 months, at 
Cardiff Crown 
Court, writes AJ 
SICLUNA. 

Thomas Grabham (32) 
of Meadow Avenue, 
Kenfig Hill, admitted a 
charge of burglary and 
theft and was told by 
Judge Peter Harris- 
Jenkins: “This was a 
mean offence.” 

He said he had 
“targeted” his ex-partner 
and stole money to fund 
his drug habit. 

He added: “You knew 
she was in work at the 
time and, therefore, there 
was a degree of 
planning.” 

Rebecca Griffiths said 
that Grabham had a 
relationship with Rachel 
Forbes that was “on and 
off’ over six years. 

In June, she decided to 
end it. She later disco¬ 
vered that her flat had 
been burgled and her 
savings - of between 
£1,500 and £2,000 to buy 
a car - had been taken. 

Two neighbours, said 
Ms Griffiths, had seen 
Grabham’s car parked in 
the area at the time of the 
offence. 

Miss Forbes contacted 
the defendant and he told 
her to “.... off.” 

She later told him she 
had a new relationship 
and Grabham punched 
through a kitchen 
window. He later told her 
he had stolen the sum of 
money and was “gutted” 
because of it. 

It was agreed that he 
would repay £200 a 
month. 

Miss Forbes later said 
she felt paranoid about 
someone breaking into 
her home and also felt 


she was betrayed by the 
defendant, whom she 
said practiced martial 
arts and was bipolar. 

He was said to have 
one previous conviction 
for wounding. 

His counsel, Alex 
Greenwood, said: “This 
is his first acquisitive 
offence. He struggles 
with being bipolar and he 
is also a heroin addict. 
At the time of the 
offence, he was in the 
throes of that addiction. 


He maintains he stole 
only £420.” 

Grabham was also 
ordered to carry out 200 
hours unpaid work, 
observe a curfew, be 
electronically tagged 
from 6.30pm to 6.30am 
for two months. 

Grabham was also 
directed to pay 
compensation of £1,000 
and a court surcharge of 
£150. 
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BUILDER BAG8 AVAILABLE 
HARD OR SOFT 



BEHIND PETROL STATION 
SOUTH CORN ELLY 


CONTACT US FOR BEST PRICES 

01656 671822 
Mob: 07794 934115 
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As a turbulent 2016 makes way for a new day... 

A Testament of Hope for peace 

FOR many, 2016 will surely rank as one of the most turbulent in modern memory, with natural disasters - 
earthquakes, hurricanes, fires and floods - all taking a heavy human toll. 

But the year was more indelibly marked by never-ending media images of grim global conflicts, brutal acts of 
terrorism, and poignant scenes of fleeing masses of refugees, all confirming that 18th century Scottish poet Robert 
Burns’ bleak truism - “man’s inhumanity to man makes countless thousands mourn ” - sadly, is as true today as it was 
then. 

Violent conflict in Syria, Iraq, and elsewhere dominated the world news headlines; while at home, wide divisions 
exposed by the EU Referendum and Brexit ‘debate’ led to an unprecedented level of vitriolic abuse and invective, 
bordering on enmity, between the ‘Leave’ and ‘Remain’camps, which split the country in two, leaving deep wounds in 
society that may take a long time to heal. It was exceeded only by the unseemly battle over the US Presidency, which 
has left the world’s other great democracy split asunder in its wake, even as a new year dawns. 

However, the good news is that 2017 now offers a fresh opportunity for men (and women) of peace, both at home 
and abroad, who truly believe in reconciliation and renewal, to give the biblical message of ‘ peace on earth, goodwill 
towards men ’ real substance, rather than something scribbled once a year on a greetings card...Always remembering 
Albert Einstein’s wise adjunct: “ Peace cannot be kept by force, it can only be achieved by understanding .” 

World and home leaders - at every level - should heed the inspiring words of another great man, who died for 
precisely these values. In ‘A Testament of Hope’ before he was assassinated in 1968, Rev Martin Luther King Jnr 
wrote: “ Darkness cannot drive out darkness. Only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate. Only love can do that”. 

In a world riven by discord and strife, let this be not only a simple appeal for peace and harmony, but a challenge 
that will resonate and define the new year ahead. Don John, GEM Editor. 


AN OPEN LETTER 
TO ALL LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES 


C HRISTMAS 
DAY was a 
working day 
for carers and 
support workers. 
Rather than sitting 
down to dinner with 
their family, these 
community superstars 
worked to provide 
support and care to 
vulnerable people in 
their own homes and 
in residential centres. 

Maybe they looked 
after members of your 
family; they definitely 
looked after people in 
your community. 

Carers ensure that the 
most vulnerable in our 
society are treated with 
dignity. 

They support older 
people, those who are 
physically disabled, 
individuals with mental 
health issues and service 
users who have learning 
difficulties. 

They offer 

consistency of care and 
provide a range of 
support. 

They deserve not only 
our praise but fair rates 


of pay and conditions of 
service. 

Unfortunately, most 
are paid the minimum 
wage of £7.20 per hour. 
We would like everyone 
to be paid at least the 
real Living Wage of 
£8.45 per hour. 

Please support care 
workers in your 
community by providing 
the sector with more 
money. 

Quality care means 
investing in the 
workforce. 

Chris Bennett, chief 
executive, Perthyn, 
Mandy Evans, chief 
executive, Mirus Wales; 
Lynne Hackett, head of 
community sector, 
UNISON Cymru/Wales; 
Ewan Hilton, chief 
Executive, Gofal; 

Anne Hinchey, chief 
executive, Wales and 
West Housing 
Association; 

Adrian Roper, chief 
executive, Cartrefi 
Cymru; 

Alun Thomas, chief 
Executive, Hafal. 


CORRECTION 

THE Glamorgan GEM runs regular columns 
across the Vale and Bridgend areas featuring some 
of our top politicians - unfortunately, in the print 
edition on Thursday, December 22, we regret there 
was a mix-up. 

The column for Chris Elmore, Labour MP for 
Ogmore, was inadvertently run under the byline of 
Coun Neil Moore, Labour Leader of the Vale 
Council. This was corrected in The GEM’s digital 
edition. 

Our fulsome apologies to both parties. 


Readers’ Letters 

Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, 
at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 
7EL or email gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk 

• Letters and e-mails MUST include your FULL address and a 
contact telephone number. 

An email address alone is not sufficient! 

We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 


Heartwarming 
response to refugee 
centre’s appeal 


T hank you 

so much to 
the people in 
and around 
Llantwit Major, 
who responded to 
an appeal for 
warm winter 
clothes. 


The Oasis Centre in 
Splott supports the 
needs of refugees and 
asylum-seekers in 
Cardiff and the Vale, 
and the clothes were 
given “to those who 
needed them, via the 
‘Attic Boutique’ to 
provide good quality 
clothing, shoes, and 


various items to 
refugees/asylum 
seekers, who arrive 
with nothing but the 
clothes they stand in. 
Our aim is to treat all 
with respect and 
dignity in a boutique- 
style environment.” 

We took four huge 
car-loads into Cardiff 


THE PRINCESS OF WALES’ 
STAFF WERE ‘MARVELLOUS 


1 WANTED to provide some 
positive feedback to The 
GEM, following a recent 
visit to the Princess of Wales 
Hospital in Bridgend. 

I was very happy with the level of 
care received by the staff on ward 7, 
and they could not do enough to 
support my recovery in time for 
Christmas. 

At first, I went to A & E at 1.30pm, 


and didn’t received a bed until 9.30pm 
later that evening. For this, I blame 
the council and Assembly 
Government when they closed Maes 
Gwyn Hospital and sold the ground 
for houses, why didn’t they spend the 
money on extra wards, knowing that 
more people were coming into Wales. 
There are cancellations of operations 
and no beds, but the staff were 
marvellous. 

Norman Viant 


and were astounded by 
the high quality of the 
donations, beautiful 
coats, good strong 
shoes and boots, warm 
jumpers, some brand- 
new trousers, plus 
plenty of cosy hats, 
scarves and gloves. 

In the short time 
I’ve volunteered there, 
I’ve met people whose 
stories are tragic, 
including a man who 
took a year to get here, 
so it was 

heartwarming that 
people brought their 
spare warm clothing. 

Thanks also to 
Julian the manager of 
the Co-op, for the loan 
of a large trolley for 
collecting the 
donations. 

Annie Paine, 

Llantwit Major. 
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‘Happy New Year’ 
from Age Cymru 


T HE year 2016 
was a busy 
one for Age 
Cymru - Wales’ 
largest and leading 
charity for older 
people. 

The Age Cymru 
Awards saw us paying 
tribute to and 
recognising the role of 
some of society’s unsung 
heroes who make Wales 
a better place for older 
people. 

We celebrated the 
tenth anniversary of our 
Gwanwyn arts festival 
for over 50s which saw 
10,000 older people 
taking part in arts and 
creative activities with 
us in May. 

Working with banks, 
building societies, police 
forces, utility companies, 
trading standards 
departments and the 
Older People’s 
Commissioner for 
Wales, we launched the 
Wales Against Scams 
Partnership (WASP), to 
help protect older and 
vulnerable people from 
scam s . 

Age Cymru Advice - 
our free, independent, 
confidential and 
impartial information 
and advice service dealt 
with 10,000 enquiries on 


a range of issues, 
including benefits and 
care at home. 

We also marked older 
people’s contribution to 
society with our annual 
national celebration Age 
Positive Week, which 
again saw groups across 
the country joining in 
our celebrations. 

I’d like to thank all 
the companies, 
organisations, 
individuals, volunteers, 
donors and fundraisers 
who worked with and 
gave their time and 
energy to Age Cymru in 
2016. 

I’d also like to thank 
Age Cymru’s local 
charity partners whose 
tireless work in 
communities across 
Wales last year helped 
make a real difference to 
the lives of thousands of 
older people. 

Finally, I’d like to 
wish GEM readers a 
peaceful and prosperous 
New Year and assure 
you that Age Cymru will 
continue with our 
mission of creating an 
age friendly Wales 
where older people can 
lead happy and fulfilling 
lives. 

Ian Thomas, 

Chief executive, 

Age Cymru. 


TENOVUS PRAISE 
FOR VOLUNTEERS 


I ’d like to take some time to thank all 
1,900 volunteers who generously give 
so much time to Tenovus Cancer Care 
across Wales. 

In the last year, our volunteers have given an 
incredible 260,000 hours to fundraising, helping in 
shops, in our warehouse and at events, helping in 
one of our offices, supporting our health and 
wellbeing campaigns, advising on research funding, 
championing our Sing with Us choirs, lending a 
hand to the charity’s cancer support advisors - and 
manning our free support line to help anyone 
affected by cancer. 

We couldn’t do what we do without our amazing 
volunteers. We’re really very grateful to them, and 
we’re looking forward to a fantastic 2017! 

Claudia Me Vie, Chief Executive, 

Tenovus Cancer Care, Cardiff. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL JANUARY 12) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

05 Thur 

10.59 

8.9 

23.28 

8.5 

06 Fri 

11.58 

8.4 



07 Sat 

00.34 

8.3 

13.13 

8.4 

08 Sun 

01.49 

8.3 

14.14 

8.5 

09 Mon 

02.59 

8.7 

15.35 

8.8 

10 Tues 

04.07 

8.7 

16.37 

8.9 

11 Wed 

05.02 

9.1 

17.32 

9.2 

12 Thur 

05.55 

9.4 

18.18 

9.5 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


We abide by the code of practice upheld by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation 
(IPSO). This contains 
provisions for issues such as accuracy. 

If you have a complaint, write to us at the address 
below, left, or call editorial manager Don John on 
01446 774484. All complaints will be fully 
investigated. If you are not satisfied with the 
outcome, you may wish to contact IPSO, Gate 
House, I Farringdon Street, London EC4M 7LG 
Website: www.ipso.co.uk. Tel: 0300 123 2220. 
E-Mail: complaints@ipso.co.uk. 

Enquiries: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
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COR BRO OGWR - making 
a joyful noise for Christmas! 





FROM slow and 
serious to light and 
sparkling, Cor Bro 
Ogwr’s Christmas 
concert presented 
the audience at All 
Saints’ Church, 
Porthcawl, with 
music to delight all 
tastes. 

The opening 

‘Christmas Cantata’ by 
Daniel Pinkham was 
accompanied by a brass 
quintet of young students 
from The Royal Welsh 
College of Music and 
Drama, who then went 
on to play a selection of 
well-known Christmas 
music put together for 
brass, by John Iveson. 
He called it ‘Christmas 
Crackers’ and it certainly 
lived up to its name. 

The main piece of the 
first half was Benjamin 
Britten’s ‘A Ceremony of 
Carols’, with harpist 
Angharad Edwards 
joining our accompanist 
Glenn Crooks on the 
organ. 

The opening piece, 
‘Procession’, was sung 
by our two soloists, 
Catrin Raymond and 
Grace Wyatt, who started 
singing at the back of the 
church and proceeded 
down the aisle, raising 
hairs on the back of the 
audience’s neck. 

The final piece, also 
sung by the soloists, had 
them returning to the 
back of the church, their 
voices fading away 
beautifully. This was a 
challenging piece for 


singers and harpist; 
Angharad’s fast fingering 
was most impressive. 

The second half of the 
programme featured 
Welsh and English 
carols, some with a twist; 
‘Jazz Carols’ by 
contemporary composer 
Will Todd and a version 
of ‘Tua Bethel Dref’ 
which conductor Rosie 
Howarth married with a 
very familiar 

accompaniment from 
‘Walking through the 
Air’. Yes, it worked 
well! 

Soloists and harpist 
delighted us with their 
own chosen pieces, and 
the evening ended with 
everyone joining in 
‘Hark, The Herald 
Angels Sing’. 


PACT meetings 

BETTWS PACT meets today (January 5) at 
Bettws Life Centre at 2pm. 

LLANGEINOR PACT will be held on 
Wednesday, January 18 at The Richard Price Centre 
at 5.30pm. 

BLAENGARW/PONTYCYMER PACT will be 
held on Tuesday, January 24 at The Halfway, 
Blaengarw Rugby Club at 6pm. 

BLACKMILL PACT will be held on Monday, 
January 30 at Blackmill Community Centre at 6pm. 

ABERKENFIG/PEN-Y-FAI PACT will be held 
on Monday, January 30 at Smyrna Chapel at 7pm. 


This was our first 
concert with new 
conductor, Rosie 

Howarth, and it was a 
most enjoyable, 

colourful evening. A 
lively, varied 

programme, talented 
students from the 
RWCMD - a night to 
remember. We were 
delighted to see the 
mayors of Porthcawl and 
Bridgend Town, 

Bridgend County and 
their respective partners. 
We always appreciate 
their support. 

Our thanks go to 
Canon Masson, who 
always makes us 
welcome and who mans 
the interval bar which 
warms the audience too. 
Thanks also to the 
backstage and front-of- 
house helpers. 

Rehearsals for our 
spring concert started on 
January 4, at Tabernacle 
Church, Derwen Road, 
Bridgend. 

New members are 
always welcome. Why 
not make singing your 
New Year’s Resolution? 
Drop in for a taster and 
see how good it makes 
you feel! For more 
information, go to 
www.cor-bro-ogwr.com. 

DOMINIQUE 

SPEAREY 


■ 5 * NHSIawyer 

YOUR LOCAL MEDICAL 
NEGLIGENCE EXPERTS 

Call Now 01446 791811 

Misdiagnosis, birth injuries, cerebral palsy, 
missed fractures, wrong treatment. 

No win - no fee, fully qualified solicitors. 
Free Claim Evaluation. 

Tel: 01446 791811 

E-Mail: info@NHSIawyer.co.uk 
www.NHSIawyer.co.uk 

NHSIawyer is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 
(SRA number 569027) 


Royal visit for local 
green award winners 


IT was quite a day 
when Prince 
Charles came to 
visit Coedcae 
Services near 
Rhiwceiliog, to see 
the work of the 
local woodland 
management 
company, which 
recently won the 
Prime Cymru 
Green Business 
Award. 

The owner, David 
Marchant, showed his 
royal visitor the range of 
operations, which 
include production of 
biomass for green- 
energy boilers, finished 
timber products for sale, 
and of course woodland 
management services. 

Huw Irranca-Davies 
AM for Ogmore, 
reported: “I am delighted 
for David and Coedcae 
Services. His success as 
a green business has 
been recognised with a 
prestigious award this 
year, which has been 
topped off by this royal 
visit. 

“Prince Charles was 
clearly impressed by the 
way this business works 
with nature to deliver 
environmental benefits 
and jobs, and also helps 
sustain the local 
economy,” the AM 
added. 


Family’s donation 
to hospital in 
memory of mum 


ABOVE: Linda and Gillian Thomas 
with the new equipment. 

A MAESTEG family the department and hope 
visited the Emergency it will particularly 
department at the benefit its frail, elderly 
Princess of Wales patients. 

Hospital to hand over Assistant general 
a new piece of manager for emergency 
equipment, donated medicine, Lesley 
in memory of their Hopkins, said: “We are 
mother. very grateful to Mrs 

Linda Thomas and Spiller’s family and 
her sister Gillian friends for this donation. 
Thomas, along with “It is always touching 
family and friends, when we receive gifts 
donated money for a up e this from patients 
new testing machine. and families, which 
Their mother Mary b fit other 

Spiller, had been a ,. . i.. , 

patient at the hospital Patients and they can be 

before her death last assured “ mU be P'“ t0 
May. The sisters very S ood use b Y our 
donated the machine to staff.” 


Local 
businesses 
get together 
for some 
festive 
networking 


LOCAL business 
people recently 
attended the 

Bridgend Business 
Forum’s (BBF) 
annual Christmas 
networking lunch at 
the Coed-y-Mwstwr 
Hotel, Coy church. 

BBF, supported by 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

(BCBC), is now in its 
eighth year. With more 
than 750 members, it 
promotes collaborative 
working within the local 
business community. 

BBF chair and 
managing director at 
KKSolutions, Ian 

Jessopp, thanked guests 
at the event for their 
continued support of the 
forum and highlighted 
some key achievements 
from the last year, said: 
“We’ve had yet another 
fantastic 12 months, 
delivering 25 business 
events and bringing 
quality guest speakers 
and experts to the county 
borough. 

“One of our main 
highlights again this year 
was hosting the annual 
Bridgend Business 
Forum Awards in 
September. The awards 
continue to grow and 
allow us to give 
recognition to local 


companies who fully 
deserve to be applauded 
for their business 
success. 

“Despite working 
within increasingly 
competitive markets, 
businesses in the county 
borough, are continuing 
to see success with the 
hard work and 
commitment that is being 
shown.” 

As part of the BBF’s 
Christmas lunch, guests 
had a festive treat as 
Canadian comedian Sean 
Collins took to the stage. 
With his relaxed, gravely 
drawl, Sean’s delivery 
drew the audience in to 
his personal anecdotes on 
fatherhood, ‘living a 
cleaner life’ and taking a 
sardonic look at love and 
life in the UK. 

A collection was made 
at the event in aid of the 
mayor’s charity appeal 
fund, with the nominated 
charities; Kidney Wales 
Cymru Foundation, 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital; Crossroads 
Care, Bridgend and 
Heronsbridge ‘Summer 
School’, Bridgend. 

For further 

information on the 
Bridgend Business 
Forum visit: 

www.bridgendbusinessfo 
rum.co.uk or follow the 
forum on Twitter 
@Bridgendforum. 



amp an 
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Award winning Indian sub continental cuisine 

Restaurant & Takeaway 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 

4 COURSE MEAL 

Only £8.95pp 

Mon-Thurs 5.30-7pm 

2 FOR 1 

MON-THURS 

MAIN COURSE &P0PPAD0M 

5-8pm TAKEAWAY ONLY 

(TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY) 


SUNDAY BANQUET 

5 COURSES £9.50 

Midday-11pm 

Teh 01446 771682 
01446 774590 

70 East Gate, Cowbridge, CF71 7AB 
2014 Tiffin Cup Finalist 
Certificate of Excellence 
Trip Advisor 
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GREAT FAMILY EVENT HAD A FANTASTIC 
TURN-OUT - DESPITE POOR WEATHER 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

E -Mail: ffotoimage @tiscali.co. uk 
Telephone 07791 228684 
www.ffotoimage.co. uk 

V___ 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Spokesperson from the swim committee, Wendy 
Richards, said: “We are delighted with the fantastic 
turn out today, considering the poor weather prior to 
the start. 

“The swim is a great family event with many 
different generations of the same family taking to 
the sea. Many were in fancy dress with lots who 
followed the organisers theme and dressed as All 
Things Christmas. 

“The atmosphere all around the swimmers is very 
special and hard to explain. I look forward each year 
to meeting old friends, many who I only see perhaps 
at the ‘Swim’ and we exchange Christmas greeting, 
sometimes up to our waist in the sea!” 

“Once again, we have been grateful to all who 
supported our swim and the number of people who 
turned up was fantastic, especially considering the 
wet conditions. 

“Collections are made during the swim and we 
hope the bucket collections and swimmers 
sponsorship will help us to make some generous 
donations in the New Year. Our main beneficiary 
this year is ‘LATCH’ (the Welsh children’s cancer 
charity), we will also help local charities and 
organisations. 

Asa small committee, we are delighted with the 
way we have been supported once again this year. I 
would like to thank all swimmers, spectators, 
individuals, sponsors, businesses, fellow 
‘Buckaneers’ and organisations, who help in so 
many ways to make the swim such a successful 
event in the town’s calendar. 

Dave King, Swim Chairman. 
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FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL 


0800 533 5708 


intodmasonsseffstorage.co.uk 

www masonssoMstocagc co uk^moWe storage 


231 


41 


Scott Wroc Hearing & Ear Care Clinic 10 Royal Buildings. Pcnarth CF64 3ED Telephone 02920 707760 


SCOTTWROE 

HEARING 


MOBILE STORAGE - FROM 
YOUR DOOR TO STORE 


Calculating the exact 
number of swimmers 
who take to the water 
on Christmas Day in 
Porthcawl is not easy, 
although the 
organisers have 
confirmed that more 
than 1,000 registered 
on-line, and these 
received a 

commemorative mug 
for their efforts. 
Another guide is to 
count the 

complimentary tots of 
whisky offered to 
swimmers on their 
way back up the 
beach. It’s a good 
guideline, as you have 
to be wet to qualify! 
This year, 1,000 
plastic cups were 
bought, and all were 
used, confirming that 
1,000-plus number. 
Now all that remains 
is to count the 
teetotallers! 


Mi*** Si# SUvitgi Lid Thi Sloopt Ptbtfcy Ertfirprat Pa*. CixfV Ail Bhm> Cf63 2BO 


MICROSUCTION EAR WAX 
CLINIC AND INDEPENDENT FAMILY 
RUN HEARING PRACTICE 


3 Hassle Free Mobile Storage Solutions To Choose From 


Wedetuor 
You bad, 
Weoolect 
We forklift into store 


Weddfvor 
You load 
We collect 

You unbad into store 


We d Giver 

We load 
We unload 
into store 
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Porthcawl’s big Christmas event goes with 
a ‘swim’ as the crowds turn out to get wet! 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

E-Mail: ffotoimage @tiscali.co.uk 
Telephone 07791 228684 
www.ffotoimage.co.uk 


STORAGE VAULTS ■ fHAILEH PICK UP ■ MOVE A STOHE 


Piokarw 0 


Flooring to suit every room in the home 


♦ SALE 

NOW ON * 

Carpets from £3.99 sqm 
while stocks last 

^ Room size 

* carpet remnants available 

25 Broad Street Parade, Barry. (01446) 740235 

EASY PARKING AVAILABLE 


{MASONS 

MOBILE SELF STORAGE 
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Biggest Ever Winter Sale 

• * * • • /Jt • I PLUS AN EXTRA 



All Sole Prices 

EVERYTHING 


Designer furniture for every room at prices everyone can afford 


Lakeside Corner Sofa only £899 


u j ^ 


Hoburne 3 Seater Sofa only £389 




FULLY RECLINING f Detroit 3&2 Seater sofas only £899 THE PAIR 



Zante Dining Set only £299 Reclaimed Ranch Extending Table only £349 

I-HI 

n 



Sofas. Dining. Beds. Bedroom. Accessories 

The must have brand for your home 


■■ fv\ 

1 mm 

ho me stones 

Ci&t look- 

. for i&ss( 



www.fwhomestores.co.uk 

Unit 5, Freemans Park, Penarth Road, Cardiff, CF11 8TU.Tel: 02920 371970 

Open 7 Days 


Who wants to 
build what 
and where? 


Sainsburys 
Supermarkets - The 
Derwen, Bridgend - 2 

x illuminated totems, 3 x 
way finder signs, 1 x 
illuminated fascia sign 
and 1 x concessiono wall 
sign. 

Wales & West Hosuing 
Association - Parc 
Farm Buildings, Heol 
Spencer, Coity - 
Residential development 
of 24 affordable 
dwellings comprising 20 
houses and 4 flats. 

Mrs Iona Gregory - 
First and second floor, 
24A Dunraven Place, 
Bridgend - Change the 
existing fascia sign 
above the door and place 
a protruding sign above 
the fascia sign. 

Richard Ivey - 16 
Greenwood Close, 
Litchard - Approval of 
details for conditions 3, 

4 6, 7 and 8 of 
P/16/282/FUL. 

Mrs C Morris - 24 
Summerfield Drive, 
Nottage - Proposed loft 
conversion with new 
dormer to front. 

Taylor Wimpey - Land 
at Brackla Industrial 
Estate off Wyndham 
Close, Bridgend - Non 
material amendment to 
P/16/337/RES; vary 
wording of condition 7 
regarding surfacing 
treatment for shared 
access roads. 

Mr Neil Reynolds - 2 
Station Hill, 

Bridgend - Proposed 
second floor extension to 
form two new bedroom 
apartments and two 
storey extension to first 
floor apartment at side 
of existing building. 

Mr and Mrs Bater - 
Whitehall Cottage, 
Court Colman Road, 
Penyfai - Discharge of 
planning condition 3 of 
P/16/660/FUL. 

Mr Mark Chegwen - 14 
CIos y Deri, Nottage - 
Proposed extension to 
front of house, existing 
external store roof to be 
raised and pitch added. 
Mr Kim Hughes - 
Ocean Farm (off David 
Street) Blaengarw, 
Bridgend - Retention of 
caravan and building 
work (conservatory and 
decking); Variation of 
condition 3 of 
P/15/626/FUL to 
increase the number of 
dogs kept at the site to 
50. 

Mr Stephen Peachey - 
15 Cornelius Close, 
South Cornelly - 
Reduce the width of the 
kitchen area and 
bedroom to allow access 
for Welsh Water to 
maintain a public drain. 
Mr D Thomas - 1 Sea 
View, Heol Y Felin, 
Heol Y Cyw, 

Bridgend - Two storey 
side extension with attic 


conversion and internal 
alterations. 

Miss K S Noke and Ms 
L Hughes - Land rear 
of 25 and 27 Cwrt Pant 
Yr Awel, Lewistown - 
Inclusion of land into 
curtilage, to be used as 
garden and amenity land 
only. 

Persimmon Homes 
Parcel R21, R22 Parc 
Derwen, Coity - 
Approval of details for 
conditions 5, 10 and 11 
of P/11/569/RES. 
Hyundai Hutchings - 
Trews Field Industrial 
Estate, Bridgend - 3 x 
fascia signs with 
illuminated logo and 
letters, 1 free standing 
entrance gate with 
illuminated logo, 1 
double sided free 
standing pylon with 
illuminated logos, 2 free 
standing non-illuminated 
directional signs and 1 
set of 3 flags. 

Ali Mutashar Jumah - 
Car park adjacent to 
108 Pisgah Street, 
Kenfig Hill - Change of 
use from car park to 
hand car wash including 
the siting of two 
canopies and a storage 
container. 

Mr Terry Halse - 8 Ton 
y Groes, Pencoed - 
Single storey extension. 
Mr Tamnay Patel - 24 
Dan Y Coed, 

Blackmill - Front, rear 
extension and detached 
single flat roof garage. 
Mrs Jelan Aruno - 129 
Caerau Road, 

Caerau - Change of use 
of ground floor dwelling 
to newsagents/off 
licence. 

Mr Jason Paddick - 

Braichycymmer Arms, 
Pleasant View, 
Pontyrhyl, 

Pontycymmer - Change 
public house into 
residential dwelling. 

Mr Heddwyn James 
Plot 16, Lock’s Court, 
Porthcawl - Land north 
of Abergarw Farm, 
Brynmenyn - Discharge 
of conditions 2, 4, 5 and 
6 of P/16/253/RES. 

J and S Jones - The Old 
Hosue, Llangynwyd 
Village, Llangynwyd - 
Renovation and 
remodelling of public 
house and associated 
outbuildings, the 
demolition of detached 
and attached structures 
and building a new 
extension to contain a 
public bar/restaurant 
facilities, kitchen, cellar, 
related ancillary 
accommodation and four 
guest apartments. 
Richard Harrison - 14 
Bridgend Road, 
Porthcawl - Works to 
four ash trees, fell one, 
reduce and cut back 
large limb of one and cut 
back two. 


Go to the Glamorgan 

GEM website for the latest 
stories and breaking news... 

www.glamorgan- 

gem.co.uk 


Moon-gazing 
at Bridgend 
Astronomical 


Society. 



Bridgend Astronomical Society’s Jon 
Laver (right) welcomes Dr Rhodri Evans 
of Cardiff University to a recent meeting. 


Bridgend 
Astronomical 
Society’s January 
meeting takes place 
at 7.30pm on the 
evening of Friday, 
January 13, at Pyle 
Church Hall. 

Marc Delaney of 
Cardiff Astronomical 
Society is the guest 
speaker and he will be 
discussing the Moons of 
our Solar System and 
speculating on their 
possibilities for 

harbouring life. Do 
come along, all are 
welcome. 

See more at 
www.bridgendastronomi 
calsociety.co.uk. 

What’s up? Venus is 
the bright evening planet 
setting in the Western 
skies from between 
8.20pm in the early part 
of January to 9.20pm in 
the later part of the 


month when it also 
becomes brighter and 
more prominent. 

On January 2, the 
crescent moon is visible 
between Venus and the 
fainter Mars. 

Mercury ventures out 
into the south-eastern 
morning sky this month, 
approaching the less 
bright Saturn, but falling 
back into the sunrise 
before it can reach it. The 
old moon is near Saturn 
on the morning of 
January 24, and Mercury 
on the morning of 
January 25. 

Jupiter rises around 
midnight and shines 
brightly in the morning 
sky, heading eastwards in 
the constellation Virgo, 
and gradually 

brightening as the Earth 
moves nearer to it. 

The moon passes north 
of Jupiter on January 19. 

NORMAN LLOYD 


INSTALL 


We will not be beaten on any written 
quotation for the Barry area. 

— 2017 - 


A HAPPY 
NEW 
YEAR 

to all our customers 



• All sizes available 

• Delivered & Collected 

• Waste Collection Service 

• Free surveys and estimates 

• Labour hire to load your skip 

• Grab hire & Plant hire 

• 95% of our waste is recycled 

• Domestic & Commercial 

• Council/highway permits 
arranged 

• Roll On Roll Off 15-50 Yards 



Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF. Tel: 01446 421072 
Email: installskips@hotmail.com 


ms Waste Carrier Number 


CB/LE5004GH 
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Popular butcher’s shop raided 
by thieves just before Christmas 

M| 

wn 


by GEM REPORTER 


POPULAR Vale 
business ‘Mark 
Griffith Butchers’, 
at Camms Corner, 
Dinas Powys was 
burgled over-night, 
on December 22-23, 
with stock worth 
thousands of 

pounds and charity 
boxes stolen. 

The owner Mark 
discovered that thieves 
had raided his 
premises when he 
arrived early for work 
on Friday, December 
23. 

He said: “I got in for 
work as normal at 5am 
and found the shop had 
been ransacked. 

“Stock worth 

between £1,500 and 
£2,000 was taken along 
with charity boxes 
which were full. 

“A tips box 
containing £500, 
donated by customers, 
was also taken.” 


Among the items of 
stock taken were 
turkeys, chickens, 
steaks and choice cuts 
meant for local people. 

This year Mark and 
the staff had put out 
charity boxes for Ty 
Hafan, MS, Marie 
Curie and Voluntary 
Concern. Most of them 
were full, and they 
were taken too. 

It was his final day 
of trading before the 
festive break. 

By 12.30pm, he had 
managed to get new 
stock delivered and 
decided to trade until 
late that day. 

Mark, who has 
traded in Dinas Powys 
for 39 years, and 
knows many of his 
customers by name, 
was devastated by the 
turn of events. 

If anyone has any 
information they should 
contact Crimestoppers 
FREE on 0800 555 111. 



ABOVE: Mark Griffith Family Butcher was targeted by 
thieves just before Christmas. 


Go to the Glamorgan 

GEM website for the latest 
stories and breaking news... 

www.glamorgan- 

gem.co.uk 


Ogmore AM welcomes 
Brynmenyn school cash 


OGMORE AM, Huw Irranca- 
Davies, has commented on the 
Welsh Government 
announcement that over £4 
million of new funding has 
been earmarked to relocate 
Brynmenyn Primary school in 
the Bridgend area. 

“This will add to the 
unprecedented investment in school 
facilities in the area over the last 
decade,” he said. 

“The original building built in 
1913 does not have a playing field 
and has 172 children and 29 nursery 
pupils. This new project will cost 
over £8 million in total with the 
Labour-led Bridgend Borough 


Council providing the rest, allowing 
the new school to accommodate more 
pupils and 60 nursery places. 

“This very much welcomed 
investment in a school in my 
constituency is part of the £1.4 billion 
‘21st Century Schools and Education 
Programme’aiming to update school 
buildings across Wales. 

“Again, it shows our government’s 
commitment to education and it’s also 
good to hear that around £50 million 
of investment in total has been 
earmarked for Bridgend county 
through this programme, half of 
which will come from the Welsh 
Government,” the AM added. 


Insight into Civil War 


IN what has been a very busy 
year, the members of Pen-y- 
Fai WI embarked on their 
final trip to Llancaiach Fawr 
manor in Nelson at the 
begining of the month. 

They were given a very warm 
welcome, and after a short coffee 
break, the tour began. The wonderful 
guides (who were all in character) 
gave insights into the life at the manor 
during the Civil War. 

After giving a vote of thanks to the 
staff, the members were treated to a 
lovely tea in the beautifully located 
dining room. There were more than 
enough sandwiches, scones, savoury 
tarts, cakes and tea and coffee to 
satisfy everyone. Before setting off for 
home the ladies spent some time in the 
gift shop which had a good supply of 
Welsh products. 

The visit certainly proved a tonic on 
a miserable, damp and cold winter’s 


day. 

At the ususal monthly meeting on 
December 19, there was a summary of 
notices and acknowledgements before 
the Christmas party began. A special 
surprise to start the evening was a 
young lady named Cassie John (16), of 
Port Talbot. 

She entertained us with her 
beautiful voice and sang a mix of 
Christmas carols and popular modem 
Christmas songs, as well some of our 
favourites from the musicals, such as 
Les Miserables. 

After a vote of thanks there 
followed a wonderful buffet to which 
all members had contributed, which 
did not take long to disappear and was 
well appreciated. 

The next meeting will take place on 
January 16, when members are 
reminded that yearly subs will be due. 

SHEILA DAVID 



Ydych chi am 



£ 1f000 


Want to make 


DaWygwch eich sgiliau i ddatbtygu'r.h gyrfa 



Develop your skits and step up the career ladder! 


Maer cyrstau'n cod eu cymig yn etch cymunrd: Abertaw* - Perv-y-bont a# Ogwr - Coerfyrddn - 

Delivered in your community: Swamea - Bridgend - Carmarthen - Llanelli - Cardiff 


UanHti - Caerdydd 


© dwpuvvHd © SfWPUWTSD 
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New Vale Rooms 4U project to help homeless 


NEWYDD Housing Association and the 
Vale Council have appointed Hazel 
Davies to manage Rooms4U, a shared 
housing project funded by Crisis UK. 

The two-year project, hosted by Newydd will 
work with partners Vale of Glamorgan Council, 
Wales and West Housing, Hafod Housing 


Association and United Welsh to develop and 
promote shared housing options for single 
households under 35. 

The common housing register in the county, 
Homes4U, will be used to promote Rooms4U as a 
method of advertising and allocating shared 
housing in both the social and private rented 
sectors, as well as develop partnerships between 


both sectors. 

Rooms4U is one of five UK housing projects 
helping homeless people, or those at risk of 
homelessness, to rent a home through a new 
£150,000 fund. Commissioned by Crisis, the 
national charity for homeless people, the Help-To- 
Rent funding programme could enable single 
homeless people to end their homelessness. 


GORCHYMYN CYNGOR 
BRO MORGANNWG 

(LLWYBR CERDDED CYHOEDDUS 
ST NICHOLAS Rhif 5) 

(CAU DROS DRO) 2016 

Ar 22 Rhagfyr 2016, gwnaeth Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, wrth arfer ei 
bwerau dan Adran 14 Deddf Rheoli Traffig Ffyrdd 1984 (fel y’i diwygiwyd) 
Orchymyn a fydd yn gwneud yr hyn a ddisgrifir yn yr atodlenni isod: 

Daw’r Gorchymyn i rym ar 9 lonawr 2017ac fe’i gelwir yn “Gorchymyn 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg Llwybr Cerdded Cyhoeddus St Nicholas Rhif 5 
(Cau Dros Dro) 2016". 

Os ydych am gwestiynu dilysrwydd y Gorchymyn neu’r darpariaethau 
ynddo ar y sail nad ydynt yn unol a’r pwerau a ddyfarnwyd gan y Ddeddf 
uchod neu ar y sail nas cydymffurfiwyd ag unrhyw un o ofynion y Ddeddf, 
neu unrhyw offeryn a wnaed dan y Ddeddf mewn perthynas a’r Gorchymyn, 
gallwch, o fewn chwe wythnos o 9 lonawr 2017, wneud cais i’r Uchel Lys at 
y diben hwn. 

ATODLEN1 

1. Ni fydd unrhyw un yn cerdded ar y lleoliadau a nodir yn Atodlen 2 isod. 

ATODLEN 2 


Lleoliad 


Llwybr 

Amgen 


Bydd Llwybr Cerdded Cyhoeddus St Nicholas Rhif 5 ar gau 
o’r pwynt lie bo’r llwybr yn cwrdd a'r A48 wrth grid 309364 
174402, ac yn parhau tua’r gogledd i grid 309364 174526 

Yn ystod y cyfnod hwn bydd gwyriad ar hyd llwybr cerdded 
dros dro i ochr dwyreiniol y llwybr cerdded. Bydd y gwyriad 
dros dro hwn yn dilyn ymyl yr A48 i’r mynediad cae wrth grid 
309429 174431. 

Rheswm Cynnal diogelwch y cyhoedd yn ystod gwaith adeiladu. 

Hyd O 7.00am ar ddydd Llun 9 lonawr 2017 tan 23.59 ar ddydd 

Sul 9 Gorffennaf 2017. 

Dyddiedig 5 lonawr 2017 

M. E. Punter, 

Cyfarwyddwr yr Amgylchedd a Thai 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 

Depo The Alps, Gwenfo. CF5 6AA. 



THEVALE OF GLAMORGAN 
COUNCIL 

(ST NICHOLAS PUBLIC FOOTPATH No.5) 
(TEMPORARY CLOSURE) ORDER 2016 

On the 22nd December 2016 the Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of its 
powers under Section 14) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as 
amended) made an Order the general effect of which is as described in the 
schedules below: 

The Order will come into force on 9th January 2017 and will be known as 
“The Vale of Glamorgan Council St Nicholas Public Footpath No 5) 
(Temporary Closure) Order 2016. 

If you wish to question the validity of the Order or any provisions contained 
therein on the grounds that they are not within the powers conferred by the 
above Act or on the grounds that any requirement of the same or that any 
instrument made under it has not been complied with in relation to the Order, 
you may within six weeks from the 9th January 2017 apply to the High Court 
for this purpose. 

SCHEDULE 1 

1. No person shall proceed on foot in the locations specified in Schedule 2 
below. 

SCHEDULE 2 

Location St Nicholas Public Footpath No 5, shall be closed from the 
point this path meets the A48 at grid 309364 174402, and 
continuing in a northerly direction to grid 309364 174526. 

Alt. Route During this closure a diversion via a temporary footpath to 
the east of this footpath will be available. This temporary 
diversion shall follow the verge of the A48 to the field access 
at grid 309429 174431. 

Reason To maintain public safety during construction works. 

Duration From 7.00am on Monday 9th January 2017 until 23.59pm 
on Sunday 9th July 2017. 

Dated this 5th day of January 2017 

M. E. Punter, 

Director of Environment & Housing 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps Depot, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA. 



Life 

sentence 
for Barry 
man 


by AJ SICLUNA 


A MAN who murdered 
his ex-partner by 
pouring lighter fuel 
over her and setting 
her alight, has been 
jailed for life at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

It was directed that 
Raymond O’Connell 
(62) of Redlands 
Avenue, Penarth, serve 
a minimum of 17 years, 
four months. 

He admitted 

murdering 54-year-old 
Lynne Braund. 

Prosecutor James 
Wilson said the couple 
had been in a 
relationship for 17 
years and she had a 
serious fear of fire 
because her 18-month- 
old daughter had died 
in a blaze in 1990 and 
O’Connell knew of this. 

When he set fire to 
Ms Braund, said Mr 
Wilson, he was subject 
to a restraining order 
which had been made 
to protect the victim. 

He said the attack 
occurred at Ms 
Braund’s home in 
Glanmor Crescent, 
Barry, on August 4, 


and she died 10 days 
later. 

The prosecutor said 
that after he pushed 
her to the floor, he 
squirted fluid over her 
and then set her alight. 

A paramedic who 
attended the injured 
woman observed that 
she had suffered 
second and third 
degree burns on up to 
25 per cent of her body. 

He said that in 
hospital, she was taken 
to intensive care but 
her condition 

deteriorated and she 
died from multiple 
organ failure and 
possibly sepsis. 

In a victim impact 
statement, her son Kyle 
described his mother as 
“all he had in his life” 
and that since her 
death, he had suffered 
greatly. 

O’Connell’s counsel, 
Michael Mather-Lees 
said his client had 
faced up to his 
responsibility for his 
actions. 
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Service of 
dedication held 
for school’s 
new keyboard 




A SERVICE of 
dedication was held 
at Oldcastle School, 
Bridgend, on 

December 8 to 
dedicate the new 
keyboard, 
presented to 

Bridgend Male 
Choir by its 
president, Paul 
Porter, in memory 
of his late mother, 
Peggy Porter. 

Paul was born in 
Cardiff and is a long time 
follower of Bridgend 
Male Choir since moving 


to Bridgend in 

1982. 

Until his 

recent 

retirement he 

was 

proprietor of Porters 

Estate Agents 

of 

Bridgend. 


The service 

was 

conducted by 

the 


Reverend Caroline R 
Downs, of St Michael 
and All Angels, Cathays, 
Cardiff, where Mrs 
Peggy Porter regularly 
worshipped. 

Rev Downs shared her 
memories of ‘Peggy’, or 
‘Dame Peggy’ as she was 
known by some. 

The choir, under the 
leadership of its musical 
director, Ryan Wood, and 
accompanied by Stewart 
Roberts on the dedicated 
instrument rendered the 
hymns ‘Cwm Rhondda’ 
and ‘Gwahoddiad’. 

Paul Porter told of his 
mother’s life as a 
musician and organist at 
the church. Following 
the service, Rev Downs 
was presented with a 
picture of the original 
‘Tin Chapel’ by Paul, and 
flowers, on behalf of the 
choir by its chairman, 
Gareth Davies. MC 


UP TO 

80 % 

OFF 

Including Silk, 
Cashmere and 
Mohair tops. 

PRICES START AT JUST £5 


|SLOANg?Ce 


8 Pound Field, Llantwit Major 
CF61 1DL 

Tel: 01446 794642 

www.sloancompany.co.uk 

r#l Like us on Facebook at 
| t\ Facebook/SloanandCompany 



Maesteg Male 
Voice Choir 

ON Saturday, February 4 
the choir will hold their 
42nd annual concert at 
the Town Hall in 
Maesteg. 

The concert will 
commence at 7pm and it 
is hoped a full house will 
enjoy a varied 
programme of music by 
the choir and the soloists 
for the evening. 

Guest soprano is 
Angharad Lisbeth Rees, 
who hails from 
Pontrydyfen and 

appeared with the choir 
in 2013. 

Angharad is also an 
honorary member of the 
Gorsedd of Bards. 

The bass will be Huw 
Euron from Cardiff, who 
is also a member of Only 
Men Aloud and the 
concert will be compered 
by BBC newsreader 
Rebecca John, whose 
father was a teacher at 
Maesteg Comprehensive. 

This will be the 17th 
annual concert in which 
musical director Rhian 
Jenkins has led the choir, 
while new accompanist 
Laura Deenik will be 
making her debut. 

Ryan Wood will also 
be appearing this evening 
as accompanist. 

The price of admission 
has been kept at £8. 
Tickets available from 
choristers. 

The choir rehearses on 
Thursday evenings 
between 7pm and 9pm at 
the Maesteg Celtic 
Rugby Club, Bridgend 
Road. Visitors and new 
members are always 
welcome. 

Christmas 

gifts 

THANKS to the 
overwhelming 
generosity of local 
people, hundreds of 
presents were donated 
to help brighten up 
Christmas for 

vulnerable children. 

Bridge FM, Brynteg 
Comprehensive School, 


and Hafod Y Wennol, all 
dropped off gifts to 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council, after 
organising separate toy 
appeals, and distributed 
them to underprivileged 
children. 

Members of staff at 
Hafod y Wennol in the 
Vale of Glamorgan, an 
assessment and 

treatment unit for adults 
with learning 

disabilities, went the 
extra mile this 
Christmas by getting 
their friends and family 
on board to donate 
presents for children of 
all ages. 

Finally, as part of their 
‘Santa Appeal’, which 
has been running for 22 
years, kind-hearted 
pupils from Brynteg 
Comprehensive School 
raised a whopping 
£3,200 by organising an 
array of activities, such 
as: selling sweets, 

sponsored walks, bake 
sales, a ‘carolathon’, and 
bag packing at 
Sainsbury’s. The money 
raised by the mini-Santas 
was used to buy 
Christmas presents for 
109 children and young 
people across the county 
borough. 

The presents were 
delivered to the council 
offices courtesy of Apsee 
Removals, where the 
Brynteg pupils were 
waiting to hand-deliver 
the gifts themselves. 

In brief 

B R A C K L A 
Community Chorus 
welcomes new members 
at the rehearsals 
resuming on 

Wednesday, January 11 
from 7pm to 9pm at 
Brackla Community 
Centre. For further 
information, telephone 
Mr Roger Jones, the 
secretary on 01656 
861095. 

ALL residents from 
Communities First 
postcode areas are 
invited to an accredited 
emergency first aid 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 


course at Ynysawdre 
community centre on 
Thursday, January 12 
from 9.15am to 3pm, 
with lunch provided. 

This is an opportunity 
to gain the essential skills 
needed to give safe, 
prompt and effective first 
aid in an emergency 
situation. 

Entry level 2 fire 
safety awareness course 
at Bettws Life Centre on 
Monday, January 16 
from 9.15am - 3pm; a 
free lunch will be 
provided. 

Develop your 

knowledge and skills in 
fire safety and learn all 
about the vital role of a 
fire warden. 

Advance booking 
required by calling Jenny 
on 01656 643693/07815 
525017. 

TENOVUS choir 
rehearses on Monday 
evenings at Tabernacle 
Chapel, Derwen Road, 
Bridgend and welcomes 
new members. 

The choir is willing to 
perform in concerts 


throughout the Bridgend 
CBC area, to raise money 
for research for Tenovus 
cancer care. 

REACH, which 

delivers the rural 
development 
programme in 

Bridgend, is organising 
a craft event ‘Made in 
Penybont’ for 

Thursday, February 23 
at the Tondu Wesley 
Centre. 

There will be space for 
exhibiting work, 

workshops, speakers and 
demonstrations and it 
would really like to 
contact local craft 
groups - whatever their 
craft - to see if they 
could be involved. 
Telephone 01656 

815080. 

DUNRAVEN Welsh 
young singer 

competition, organised 
by the Maesteg 
Gleemen male choir, is 
open to youngsters aged 
11 upwards and heats 
are being held in 
Maesteg town hall on 
Saturday, January 28. 


The finals are in the 
town hall on Saturday, 
March 25. 

The winner of each 
category will receive the 
Bryan Davies Trophy 
and a prize to the value of 
£400, made up as 
follows: £100 personal 
cheque and a voucher for 
£400 to further music 
education within his/her 
school, along with a 
personal trophy. The 
runners-up in each 
category will receive a 
personal prize of £50 and 
a voucher for £50 to 
further music education 
within his/her school 
along with a personal 
trophy. 

The following 

children are in the 11 - 
14 section: Megan 
Prance (Porthcawl), 
Sophie Louise Thomas 
(Maesteg), Millie Stables 
(Porthcawl), Tom 

Herbert (Y sgol 

Llangynwyd), Cary s 
Davies (Monmouth), 
Jack Edward Cox 
(Radyr), Elys Davies 
(Porthcawl). 


The 15-18 section : 
Mitchell Rhys Davies 
(Porthcawl), Megan 
Grace Jones (St Martins 
Comp), Matthew Daly 
(Bryntirion), Holly 
Davies (St John the 
Baptist, Cl Wales), 
Martha Watkins 

(Cynfig), Llinos Haf 
Jones (Ysgol Bro 
Morgannwg), Tessa 
Webber (Porthcawl), 
Lucy Vinen (Porthcawl), 
Charlotte Adams 

(Cowbridge). 

The Gleemen rehearse 
on Monday and 
Thursday evenings from 
7pm to 8.30pm at the 
Royal British Legion 
club, Commercial Street. 
Visitors and new 
members are welcome. 
LALESTON 
Gardening Club meets 
at the Blandy Hall Cliff 
Cottage by the church. 

It has a thriving ladies’ 
section which meets on 
the first and third 
Tuesday of the month at 
7.30pm. 

On Monday, January 9 
there will be a lecture by 
Joyce and Richard Penn 
on how to prepare your 
garden for entry in the 
National Gardens 

scheme. 

The club has been 
holding a coffee morning 
in aid of Macmillan 
cancer support since 
1996, and so far has 
raised over £11,000 in 
aid of this worthwhile 
charity. 

I wish everyone a 
happy and prosperous 
New Year. 


Milo is a big 
bundle of fun 


Can you offer Milo a home? 


THE Dogs Trust Bridgend’s Dog of the 
Week is Milo, a lovely six-year-old lab 
cross. 

He is a big bundle of fun and loves to play with his 
toys. Milo has lots of energy and will need to 
continue his off-lead exercise in his new home. 

Milo’s forever home will need to be very active 
and give him the exercise he needs; he can live with 
children over 11 years of age who are used to dogs. 

So if you are looking for a fun-loving lad, Milo 
will make a great addition to the family! 

If you would like any further information about 
Milo, call us on 01656 725219 or visit the website. 

RC 


COWBRIDGE 
LADIES GYM 


^ JANUARY 

OFFER 

DESIGNED 6 WEEKS FOR 

THE PRICE OF 4 

FOR WOMEN ONLY £34.00 


Offering a hydrofitness workout 
in just 30 minutes. 

Zumba Classes - Tuesday 9.00am, 
Thursday at 4.00pm. 

1 to 1 Personal Training. 

Boot Camp - 23rd January for one 
week only. Non-members £20 for 
the week or £3 per session. 

Book now as spaces are limited. 


4 Eagle Lane, Cowbridge Q 07973 778169 
© cowbridgeladiesgym@yahoo.com 
|] Cowbridge Ladies Gym 
Open 8.30am to 6.30pm Mon-Fri 
and 9.00am to 1.00pm Sat 


YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE 
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 







































Go to the Glamorgan 

GEM website for the latest 
stories and breaking news... 

www.glamorgan- 

gem.co.uk 




Let our expert team look after your Land Rover 

at a fraction of main dealer costs! 
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The long stay 
patients need 
help to combat 
boredom... 


THE Board of 
Community Health 
Councils in Wales 
has today published 
a report calling on 
Local Health 

Boards to do more 
to alleviate boredom 
and loneliness for 
older people 

experiencing 
lengthy stays in 
hospital. 

A national survey of 
older people staying in 
community hospitals 
identified the importance 
of access to books, 
newspapers, crafts and 
hand held devices such 
as phones and tablets to 
enable people to keep 
themselves occupied and 
stay in touch. 

Wards without space 


to share meals or 
activities contributed in 
some instances to people 
feeling bored and 
isolated. 

Chair of the Board of 
Community Health 
Councils in Wales 
Mutale Merrill said: 
“NHS staff should 
challenge themselves and 
learn from each other to 
ensure that no one 
experiencing a long 
hospital stay finds 
themselves in a barren 
ward environment with 
little to do and nobody to 
talk to.” 

The report makes a 
number of 

recommendations 
including better use of 
technology, space on 
wards for shared activity 
and closer links with 
third sector 

organisations. 


PROMEC 

LANDROVER 

Indrpvudval 
lji»ctrov»r Xp»cUlUl 


Summer holidays to Bulgaria 
from an incredible £275pp 

> f/Liju Cardiff Air port 

> 20kg luggage and transfers included 

> Narheura destination 

> 2 a rig booking discounts available now 

> free child places 


Independent Land Rover and 4x4 Specialist 


Do you have a Land Rover Defender/Evoque 
Freelander/Discovery/Range Rover/Sport 
and fed up with main dealer prices? 


We have 30 years experience in the Land Rover range: 

• We can collect vehicle if required. • Courtesy car available 

• Fixed price service • Computer diagnostic 

• Repairs/Brakes/Suspension etc • Mot’s • Power upgrades 

Call Ian on 02920 890567 

Llwynmilwas Workshop. Groes Faen, Llantrisant CF72 8NS. 

www.promeclandrover.co.uk 


Panto cheque presented to Ty Hafan 


^Balkan Holidays 


Cardiff airpprtj 


‘BULGARIA IS TOPS FOR 
GREAT-VALUE HOLIDAYS’ 


SPECIAL PROMOTION 
WHAT do you look for when booking a 
summer holiday? Great weather, sandy 
beaches, good quality hotels, and 
unbeatable value for money for the 
holiday itself? 

If the answer is yes to all of these, take a look at 
Bulgaria, as this beautiful Balkan country has it all. 

Set in south eastern Europe, Bulgaria really does 
have it all, including over 200 miles of coastline 
along the Black Sea, a wide choice of resorts from 
Sunny Beach, the biggest and busiest resort, to 
small towns and villages such as Nessebar, a 


UNESCO world heritage site that gives you a taste 
of the real Bulgaria. The cost of living in Bulgaria 
is very low. For example, you can buy lunch for £3, 
a bottle of beer costs under £1 and a three-course 
evening meal is approximately £10. 

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, the cost of 
a holiday to Bulgaria offers exceptional value for 
money, especially with Balkan Holidays, the UK’s 
leading tour operator to Bulgaria. 

As a specialist, they offer the widest selection of 
flights, resorts and hotels; you can choose from five- 
star all-inclusive hotels to smaller two or three-star 
hotels offering bed and breakfast. 


Pictured left to 
right: Pam 
Alderman; Darren 
Payne; Matthew 
Tait; Alison 
Stallard, head of 
fundraising, 
Ty Hafan and Peter 
Ballantyne. 


STAFF from 
Barratt Homes in 
south Wales were in 
the festive spirit 
when they presented 
local charity Ty 
Hafan with the 
proceeds from its 
fundraising efforts 
in 2016. 

A series of events has 
raised more than £12,000 
for the charity which 
aims to meet all the 
needs of life-limited 
children. 

Events included staff 
successfully tackling the 
Welsh Three Peaks 
challenge and a charity golf day. “The support from 
staff has been tremendous with everyone really 
keen to take part or support the fundraising events 
to raise as much as possible for such an amazing 
charity.” 

Barratt Homes managing director Steve Williams 
said: “Every year the staff run a number of charity 
events for local causes and we’re thrilled to have 
topped the £12,000 mark this year and the 
pantomime was the perfect opportunity to present 
the charity with the proceeds.” 

Natalie Whyatt, corporate partnership manager 
from Ty Hafan commented: “On behalf of all the 
staff and families at Ty Hafan, Ed like to thank 
Barratt Homes for their generosity and hard work 
in fundraising for us. 

“It was also fantastic to see them join in with the 
fun at our Christmas pantomime. The money they 
have raised will make a world of difference to life- 
limited children, young people, and their families.” 
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Call 0207 5 43 5555 Visit balkanholidays.co.uk 

Terms and conditions apply. Prices and availability correct at time of going to print. 

Price based on travel on 17th September 2017 for 7 nights on Bed & Breakfast, staying at the hotel Arda in Sunny Beach. 
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George Street Furnishers 

Furniture • Carpets • Beds • Bathrooms 

CARDIFF 029 20 492727 < WWW.GEORGESTREET.CO. UK 
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Looking back over 2016... and looking forward to 2017 



NEIL 
MOORE 

Leader of the 
Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Council 


1 would like to 
begin by 

wishing all 

readers a Happy 
and Peaceful New 
Year. 

Last year was a 
difficult year in many 
respects, with austerity 
remaining an issue 
throughout the country 
and the implications of a 
Brexit vote and Donald 
Trump being elected as 
President of the USA 
still to take effect. Let’s 
hope that things begin to 
improve and the effects 
of the above are not 
going to be too onerous. 

On a brighter note, 
and despite all the issues 
we faced last year, we 
were very successful in 
many areas. I know that 
many of my political 
opponents and the usual 
people who constantly 
challenge the council 
don’t like me saying so, 
but the facts speak for 
themselves... We have 
been extremely 
successful and continue 
to be the best 
performing council in 
Wales. 

Therefore, as is 
customary, I am going 
to use my New Year 
column to revisit some 
of the high points of the 
last 12 months, before 
looking ahead to what’s 
in store for the Vale in 
2017. 

However, before I do 
so, I’d like to clear up 
any confusion that may 
have been caused by the 
last issue of the Gem 
(December 22, 2016) in 
which a column written 


by Ogmore MP 
Christopher Elmore was 
incorrectly attributed to 
me. Although Chris and 
I share many views and 
opinions and have 
striven to achieve all 
that the Labour Party 
believe in, I cannot 
claim some of the things 
in his column like 
representing the views 
of the people of 
Bridgend in 
Westminster! I know 
that there was a genuine 
mistake made and the 
GEM has apologised to 
both of us. So, without 
further ado, here are my 
highlights from what 
was a very exciting 
2016 for the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council. 

One of our key areas 
of focus at the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council is 
always education, and 
2016 saw the work of 
previous years bear fruit 
and even greater 
investment planned for 
the future, although the 
success was marred by 
the sad death of our 
Director of Learning and 
Skills, Jennifer Hill. 

She is greatly missed 
by her friends and 
colleagues, but her 
legacy is plain for all to 
see and highlighted 
below. 

The year started with 
some very good news 
for pupils, when our 
schools were rated as 
some of the best in 
Wales; almost half were 
placed in the top group, 
a figure that had more 
than doubled since 
January 2015. This 
news came in the same 


month that the Vale of 
Glamorgan was found 
by Estyn to have made 
the highest levels of 
progress possible since 
2013 and meant that it 
was no surprise to 
anyone in the Civic 
Offices when pupils in 
the Vale recorded their 
best ever A-Level and 
GCSE results in August. 

Pupils were again the 
focus of attention in 
March when First 
Minister of Wales, 
Carwyn Jones, officially 
opened the Penarth 
Learning Community 
(PLC), the £50 million 
home of St Cyres 
Comprehensive School 
and Ysgol Y Deri 
special school in 
Penarth. 

The PLC has been an 
undeniable success since 
it opened to pupils in 
2015 and this was borne 
out in the excellent 
inspection report 
received by Ysgol Y 
Deri as the year drew to 
a close last December. 
We expect that there 
will be similar success 
for us all to celebrate in 
2017. 

Following on from 
the redevelopment in 
Penarth, my cabinet 
colleagues and I are due 
to open the new 
Llantwit Learning 
Community in the first 
half of the year. 

We also expect the 
proposed £19 million 
investment into Ysgol 
Bro Morgannwg, 
coupled with a £44 
million investment into 
two new English 
medium secondary 


schools in Barry should 
follow, depending upon 
further funding from 
Welsh Government. 

Those of you that live 
in the Vale of 
Glamorgan will be well 
aware that we boast a 
huge number of parks 
and public spaces in the 
county and a new area 
of focus for the 
council’s regeneration 
work in 2016 has been 
bringing many of these 
up to a higher standard. 

As a result, the 
council has been 
recognised for its efforts 
and achieved seven 
Green Flag Awards in 
this year’s Keep Wales 
Tidy awards, quite an 
achievement and all 
down to the 

tremendously hard work 
of our staff. 

Apart from the larger 
gardens and parks, we 
have invested in our 
smaller, but no less 
important, play areas. 
These included the play 
areas at the Colcot, 
George Street, Maslin 
Park, along with the 
dog-free park and play 


area at the Hatch Quarry 
in Cadoxton Village, 
which reopened to the 
public after a six figure 
council investment in 
March. In June we 
announced that four 
parks in Penarth would 
be given a new lease of 
life as part of the same 
programme of work. 

Then, in October, 
plans were announced 
plans that will see 
Gladstone Gardens and 
the play areas at 
Salisbury Road in Barry 
and the Cliff Top in 
Penarth receive the same 
treatment. This work is 
set to continue in 2017, 
so watch this space to 
find out if your local 
park is next on this list. 

We learned last year 
that nearly four million 
tourists made a beeline 
for the Vale of 
Glamorgan during 2015, 
an increase of more than 
5 per cent on the 
previous year. This is 
evidence (if anyone 
needed it) that tourism 
will always be of great 
importance to the Vale 
and so in 2016 the 


^jfe-oven cleaning 

* Treat yourself to a 
Sparkling clean oven 



Local people receive 
honours in the 
Queen’s New Year list 


A NUMBER 


of Barry, received a CBE manufacturing in Wales. 


residents of the Vale for services to arts and 
and Bridgend culture in Wales, 

county boroughs 
featured in the 
Queen’s New Year Bridgend, who 
Honours List. nominated for his 

The historian and services to Citizens 
broadcaster, Professor Advice Bureau and the 
Dai Smith, who lives in community in Bridgend. 


IT solutions 
for your home 
and business 


HDCS 

We ve got Uncovered 


Our new Offices and Workshop are: 

Unit 37a, Vale Business Park, 
Llandow, Near Cowbridge CF71 7PF. 


COMPUTER AND LAPTOP REPAIRS 
VIRUS PROBLEMS 
INTERNET & EMAIL PROBLEMS 
DATA RECOVERY 

Fast, reliable local service covering all areas including 
Cowbridge, Llantwit Major, Barry, Penarth, Cardiff 
and Bridgend. WE CAN COME TO YOU! HOME or 
OFFICE, or call in and see us. 


Call 01446 333330 
or EMAIL - admin@hdcs.co.uk 
www.hdcs.co.uk 


Coun Anne Yvette 
Morgan, JP, DL, who 

Four people received lives in Bridgend, was 
MBEs. They were: awarded her MBE to the 

Dennis Jones from community in south 
was Wa i eSi 

• David Smith of 
Barry received his MBE 
for his work 

XT ri1 , developing the disability 

Now 91 years of age, . r 
A , T y & sport of Boccia in the 

Mr Jones has been f 


dispensing advice on 
behalf of the CAB for 
more than 25 years. 

Welsh Secretary Alun 
Cairns described him as 


Vale of Glamorgan. 

Finally, the British 
Empire Medal 
awarded to Cowbridge’s 

Gweneira Baty, for 


an “inspiration to us all”, services 


the 


Ms Margaret Ellen community in Cowbridge 
Matthews, formerly the and Llanblethian. 
managing director of The nomination made 
Dow Cor nin g in Barry, particular mention of her 
received her MBE for work with young people 
services to and the elderly. 


OXFAM MUSIC SALE 

THE Oxfam shop in Penarth will hold a half- 
price music sale on Saturday, January 7 from 
9am including vinyl, CDs, DVDs, music books 
and sheet music. 

Caroline Mumford, shop manager, said: “We are 
grateful to everyone who has donated goods and to 
our loyal customers. 

“Vinyl has been popular this autumn and we are 
holding the sale to make space for new stock. We 
now put all our collectible items on the shelves as 
soon as possible.” 

The Oxfam shop plans to extend its vinyl range. 
Anyone with vinyl of any genre that they would like 
to donate can drop it in at 8a Windsor Road, 
Penarth. Large collections can.bepicked up. More 
information on 02920 706358 


council continued to 
work to enhance its 
resorts and bring in 
more visitors. 

One of the reasons for 
the increase in numbers 
was almost certainly the 
regeneration of Barry 
Island. This continued 
apace in 2016 and in 
April the council played 
its part in the launch of 
an open-top bus service 
that ran throughout the 
summer between the 
Island, the Knap and the 
centre of Barry. In May, 
we saw Whitmore Bay 
(along with Penarth 
Marina) pick up a Blue 
Flag Award for the 
quality of the bathing 
water and then we saw 
the year-long rentals for 
the, now iconic, beach 
huts sell out in a matter 
of hours. 

In June, we made it 
possible for visitors to 
keep up with the Wales 
football team’s progress 
in the Euros without 
leaving the sand, as the 
Island became the first 
beach in the country to 
offer free Wi-Fi to 
visitors. We expect 
more of the same across 


all of the council’s 
resorts in 2017, as we 
seek to bring even more 
people to locations 
across the Vale and onto 
the doorsteps of the 
local businesses and 
traders that thrive on 
their custom. 

Other highlights of 
2016 for me have been 
the success of the 
community libraries, 
albeit there remains 
work to complete the 
transformation. This 
progress was coupled 
with the opening of the 
new adult education 
learning hub at Barry 
Library. I was also 
pleased to earmark a 
significant £2million 
investment into Vale 
leisure centres. 

As I’m sure is clear 
from this column, I am 
hugely proud of all that 
was achieved in 2016, 
the year that also saw 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council ranked as the 
highest performing local 
authority in Wales for 
the second year running 
and receive a glowing 
assessment from the 
Wales Audit Office. Of 


course, it has to be said 
that this has been 
achieved, not only 
through the policies and 
commitment of this 
council’s Labour / 
Llantwit First cabinet, 
but because of the 
dedication of our 
management team and 
staff in every 
directorate. So from 
me, a heartfelt and 
warm ‘Thank You’ to all 
concerned. A council 
can only be as good as 
its workforce and we 
certainly have the best 
team here in the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

Finally, it is clear that 
2017 will certainly bring 
fresh challenges and 
changes, but looking 
back at all that has been 
achieved in the last 12 
months and since 2012, 

I am sure that the Vale 
of Glamorgan Council 
will continue to work 
with residents in all of 
our towns and villages 
to make the county an 
even better place to live, 
work and visit in 2017. 

Once again, I wish 
everyone a very Happy 
and Peaceful New Year. 
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live 

Slimming World 


| New Group 
Tuesday 9.30am 
from 3rd January 
Cornelly Methodist Church 
(opp Cornelly Surgery) 

Dee 07733 267369 
New Group 
Wednesday 7.30pm 
from 4th January 
Buttrills Community Centre, 
North Walk, Barry 
Martin 07827 445570 
Mondays 5.00pm 
and 7.00pm 
Cadoxton Moors 
Community Centre, off 
Cardiff Road, Barry 
Julie 07903 585693 
Mondays 5.30pm 
and 7.30pm 
Celtic Way Community 
Centre, Rhoose 
Helen 01446 750738/ 

07968 355119 
Mondays 5.30pm 
and 7.30pm 
Tabernacle Church 
Kings Square, Barry 
Lorraine 01446 407002 
Mondays 5.30pm 
and 7.30pm 
Gilgal Church Hall 
Woodland Av, Porthcawl 
Bev 07912172674 
Tuesdays 9.30am 
and 11.30am 

Parish of Our Lady & St llltyd, 
(Catholic Church), Ham 
Lane East, Llantwit Major 

Helen 01446 750738/ 

07968 355119 

Tuesdays 5.30pm 
Holy Trinity 

Presbyterian, Church Hall, 
Trinity Street, Barry 

Joanne 01446 404897 


Tuesdays 5.30pm 
and 7.30pm 

Parish of Our Lady & St llltyd, 

(Catholic Church), Ham 

Lane East, Llantwit Major 

Helen 01446 750738/ 

07968355119 

Tuesdays 6.30pm 

The Old School, South Road, 

Sully CF64 5TG 

Nicola 01446 740394 

Tuesday 5.30pm 

and 7.30pm 

Cornelly Methodist Church 
(opp Cornelly Surgery) 

Dee 07733 267369 
Wednesdays 6.00pm 
Cadoxton Methodist 
Church, Church Road, Barry 
Joanne 01446 404897 
Wednesdays 4.45pm 
and 6.45pm 
St Francis Millennium 
Centre, Park Road, 
Porth-Y-Castell, Barry 
Annamarie 01446 736534 
Wednesday 3.30pm, 

5.30pm, and 7.30pm 
Bridgend Deaf Club, 
Coychurch Road, Bridgend 
Helen 07714170908 
Wednesdays 9.30am 
and 11.30am 
All Saints Church Hall, 
Victoria Square, Penarth 
Linda 01446 761150/ 

07809 901008 
Wednesdays 5.00pm 
All Saints Church Hall, 
Victoria Square, Penarth 
Linda 01446 761150/ 

07809 901008 
Thursdays 3.30pm, 

5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Talbot Community Centre, 
Kenfig Hill 
Millie 07765 040006 
Thursdays 10.15am 
St Helen’s Church Hall, 
Wyndham Street, Barry 
CF63 4EL 

Nicola 01446 740394 


lr AaLsjui 

siimrTnngwofid.co.uk 
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Thursdays 5:30pm 
Highlight Park Community 
Centre, Barry 
Annamarie 01446 736534 
Thursdays 9:30am 
Nolton Church Hall, Merthyr- 
mawr Road, Bridgend 
Donna 01656 669739 
Thursdays 5:30pm 
Pencoed R.F.C, Velindre 
Road, Bridgend 
Donna 01656 669739 
Thursday 9.30am 
Talbot Community Centre, 
Kenfig Hill 
Millie 07765 040006 
Thursdays 3.30pm, 

5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Sarn and Bryncwils Social 
Club, Bryncoch Road, Sarn 
Scott 07415 724562 
Thursdays 5.30pm 
and 7.30pm 

The Cabin (Next to Swim 
Pool), Rear of Hebron Hall, 
Cross Common Road, 

Dinas Powys 
Linda 01446 761150/ 

07809 901008 

Fridays 9.30am 

and 11.30am 

The Cabin (Next to Swim 

Pool), Rear of Hebron Hall, 

Cross Common Road, 

Dinas Powys 
Linda 01446 761150/ 

07809 901008 
Saturdays 8am and 10am 
Nolton Church Hall, Merthyr 
Mawr Road, Bridgend 
Rachael 07809 626285 
Saturdays 7.30am, 

9.30am and 11.30am 
Buttrills Community Centre, 
North Walk, Barry 
Martin 07827 445570 
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THE BIG 

FURNITURE 



MORE CHOICE, BIGGER SAVINGS, 

on your doorstep... 


SAVE 60% off WADE, 60% off Alstons, 35% off TEMPUR, 
30% off G PLAN, 20% off SILENTNIGHT 

W* 



Alexander James 

Lawrence 3 Seater Sofa 
was £1469.95 Now Only £984.95 


Emma Corner Group 

was £1499.95 

Now Only £799.95 




a 




Stamford Extending Table 



The Sussex 

’ and 4 Chairs 



4' 6 Divan Set was £499.95 Sale Price £189.95 

was £999.95 Now Only £699.95 


3' Divan Set was £399 95 Sale Price £139.95 


Unit I * Retail Area* 
Llandow Ind. Esc 

Nr Cowbridge. CF7I 7PA 

Tel: (01446) 772927/772928 

SATNAVCF7I 7PA 



NORMAL OPENING HOURS: 

MOM TUES, WED & FRJ 9am-5JQprrv OPEN LATE EVERY 
THURSOAy 9am*8pm. SAT Ifem-SJCpm. SUN 11 am-5pm. » 






The Race for Homes, 
Uandow, Cowbridge... 

ONLY 15 MINUTES 
from Cutverfiouse Cross 


Visit our website at 
www.ttteplacefbrhomesltd.co.uk 
Enquiries: email sales@theplaceforhomeskd.co.uk 


www.theplaceforhomesltd.co.uk 
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JANUARY SALE NOW ON • JANUARY SALE NOW ON • JANUARY SALE ON 









* Wl* a . w * . UfiOftS 


7 




BUY NOW 
PAY 
2018 

> WITH NO 
w DEPOSIT 




12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE 
BUY NOW PAY NEXT YEAR 
Conunatonf Cost 


12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE 

FREE UPGRADE TO TRIPLE GLAZING 
Nuirter ul w • Jans_Ctsl 


12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE 
BUY NOW PAY NEXT YEAR 
Dll' Pnct 




5 WACOM* WAX 1OttHEfl 91 YAI7E UFVC 

BUY MOW AIY mTVfAR 


B WHO UM fMX 1 WNFH ft WHITE UPVt 
BUY UDW fWf K£X7 YfAB 


4 VMOMl MAX I OP€R£A ft ANTE UPMC 

uiYwwmmnv* 


Rom €1540 


1 WftOOWSfAU 1 CPfftER ft WHITE UfVC 
BUY MOW fWf KEX7 YEAR 


H W fill UWS FALX 1 OPflCR IIWHTTE UfVC 

MYMmHmVYW* 


y WAM74S FA»X 1 Nf R ft WHUE UPVC 

WYMWfmmrYtA* 


F u' *3978 


COlYSate 


Duraflex 


hiklMm 


FfOmtHB? 


From 0511 


FfOWi €3005 


Rwn £3492 


3MI X 3M 

OC4CSOW04B FIUHITTID 
AC 4LI HJiCiti Kf>L 
Hill tum am wmcAi auNos nr no 


**>19,49* 


3.5M X 3.5M 

OCICUMraRFUlTRniO 

ftCMlBUgftiftJfAI 
Hill TAJIK AM VIATICAL ft >NDK MTTM 


—£11,990 


4MX4M 

(XMSHWffO* FOL1 FTTTID 
ftC4ueuicw&fto*5 
HI EE TUW AM) VERTICAL BUND6 FfTTEi 


—£11,990 


SOI I DOR COMPOSITE DOOR 

nnir fitted 


hwn £995.00 


patio mm 
_ QlUXEm _ 

YALE UPVC BACK DM3 
RjgrFmiDB 


FRENCH DOOMS 

RJliyFOED 


Ethti £999.00 


nil UP4C-RDNT UOQRS 


FITTED 


Fnm £699.00 


Fran £999.00 


Fnm £650.00 


MRIBHOl DOUBLE GLAZING COMPANY 


STARTS NOW 


, coast**™*** • ’WlMCfti 


. UftMftftTnftll • • coc 


APM>DAR!» ♦ OIKJR3 * CQ*S*«VATOm!i ♦ WHOJA8 * CCCH5 


Established award winning family-run Welsh company 


JANUARY SALE NOW ON • JANUARY 
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As iconic 
year ends, 
challenging 
times ahead 

by CHRIS ELMORE, 

MP for Ogmore 


F irstly, 

before I start 
my main 

column, I hope that 
everyone has had a 
wonderful 
Christmas and I 
hope you all 
enjoyed the New 
Year’s festivities. 

The old one has 
come to an end, a year 
which had some iconic 
moments, to say the 
least - the seemingly 
endless number of 
celebrity deaths, the 
Welsh Assembly 
election, and the 
Referendum, which 
saw the UK vote to 
leave the EU... 

...All news stories 
that have implications 
on our lives, and all 
will be what 2016 is 
remembered for, one 
way or another. 

During 2016,1 
opened a new 
foodbank in the 
constituency 
(something you may 
have read in a 
previous edition of The 
GEM). 

Obviously, to open a 
service that is needed 
is a pleasure. The 
difficulty, however, 
was that a foodbank is 
needed in the 
community at all. 

Something isn’t 
working in our society 
if people are unable to 
feed themselves. 
Something isn’t 
working when these 
foodbanks are a 
lifeline to so many 
people. 

Something needs to 
change and we should 
all, as compassionate 
humans, be ashamed 
that these institutions 


exist. 

That said, they are 
needed, and I’m so 
grateful and thankful 
that these volunteers 
give up so much of 
their time to help those 
most vulnerable. 

Looking forward - 
2017 has many 
challenges. The main 
one that springs to 
mind is that of what a 
Brexit Britain looks 
like. 

I led a Westminster 
Hall debate on the 
impact of leaving the 
EU on businesses in 
Wales. 

I was disappointed 
that the UK 
Government refused to 
answer on whether 
they would guarantee 
to replace EU funding 
that has not yet been 
underwritten by the 
Treasury. 

No did I get an 
answer on what steps 
will be taken to ensure 
there is not a training 
shortage in Wales, 
once we’ve left the EU. 

These are 

guarantees businesses 
need to plan for the 
future and I hope the 
Government becomes 
more transparent 
about it. 

I’m not expecting a 
blow-by-blow account 
to the Brexit 
negotiations; however, 
I do expect 
transparency on 
something so 
important. 

I wish all 

constituents a peaceful 
and healthy new year. 

This reprinted article 
by Chris Elmore MP 
appeared in our 
December 22 issue 
under an incorrect 
byline. 


Friends help to fundraise for Velindre! 


RIGHT: Rachel Hammacott and friends 
with the cheque for Velindre Cancer Care. 


RACHEL HAMMACOTT and 
her friends have helped to raise 
a fantastic £730 for Velindre 
Cancer Care at their recent 
Christmas party. 

The charity is close to Rachel’s towards her 
heart as her mother Pam Hitchcock participate, 
from Llantwit Major was diagnosed She is planning further fundraising 
and treated for breast cancer recently events in the New Year,including a 
through an early detection at the breast charity auction and an Elvis Presley 
cancer mobile unit. 

One of Rachel’s friends, Pauline found 
Woodward, has also undergone https://www.justgiving.com/fundraisin 
treatment this year and her daughter g/Heather-Woodward3 


Heather has taken action by signing up 
to a trek in Peru with comedian Rhod 
Gilbert and local weatherman Derek 
Brockway. 

Heather was thrilled with the 
amount raised which will be going 
£6,000 target to 


evening, more information can be 


Ho-ho-helicopter 


SANTA made a 
surprise visit to Ty 
Hafan - to deliver 
presents to children 
(with the help of 
the Wales Air 
Ambulance). 

Families at the 
hospice in Sully were 
told there would be a 
Christmas party with 
games, food and a visit 
from someone extra 
special. But while some 
might have guessed 
Santa would be coming 
to join in the festive 
celebrations, they didn’t 
expect him to arrive by 
helicopter. 

Wales rugby star 
Leigh Halfpenny also 
visited fans at the 
hospice, based in Sully, 
and helped Santa hand 
out presents to add to the 
surprises of the day. 

Angela Hughes, chief 
executive of Wales Air 
Ambulance, said: “The 
families at Ty Hafan had 
no idea Santa would be 
coming to see them, or 
that they’d be able to see 
our helicopter land right 
outside their windows, 
so it really was a 
surprise when he turned 
up with Leigh 
Halfpenny. 

“The children were so 
excited to meet Santa 
and receive presents 
from him, especially as 
he made such a dramatic 
entrance by coming 
down from the sky. 

“We are pleased to 
add a little bit of extra 
magic to families at Ty 
Hafan this Christmas.” 



A flying visit from Santa to the children at 
Ty Hafan. 


Plans for old 
church opposed 


COUN Rhona 
Probert will be 
speaking tonight 
(Thursday, January 
5) at the Vale 
Planning 

Committee meeting, 
against the proposal 
to turn the old 
United Reformed 
Church on Windsor 
Road into flats and 
offices, without 
including any 
parking on site. 

She said: “I’m not 
against developing this 
site and saving the 


building, but there’s 
already a parking 
problem here and around 
the school, and on High 
Street and Broad Street, 
and to put in so many 
flats and offices without 
any off-road parking is 
completely 
unreasonable. 

“I want to thank the 
WRAP Around group 
who have worked really 
hard to get the views of 
local residents across to 
the planners, and I 
congratulate them on the 
quality of their 
campaign.” 


Dinas Windows 

WISHES A HAPPY 

* NEW * 

X to our 127,384 * 

* ** customers over * / 
the last 28 years / 

• Windows • Doors • Fascia • Soffits 
Guttering • Replacement Porches 

& Conservatories 

Call Now for a 

Free, No Obligation Quotation 
___ on 01446 749055 

Freephone 0800 0260587 - 24 hours 
Unit 16,Ty-Verlon Industrial Estate ( 

T | Cardiff Road, Barry ' 

Ml f 79 A www.dinaswindows.co.uk 


DAVID PROSSER&CO 


SOLICITORS 

Wills, Lasting Powers of 
Attorney, Probate and Estate 
Disputes & Administration 

WE ARE A LOCAL, WELL 
ESTABLISHED LEGAL PRACTICE 

We will: 

• Be polite and professional 

• Respond promptly to your enquiries 
Provide clear information on costs 

• Offer home visits where necessary 

Please contact Brendan Sweeney. 
Telephone 01656 645921 

E-Mail: brendansweeney@ 
davidprosser.co.uk 

3 Court Road, Bridgend CF31 1BL 

David Prosser & Co is the trading name of 
DP Law Limited. 



Get Back on Track 
for a fresh start! 


THE new year is a good time 
to think about making some 
changes, improving your skills 
and qualifications, look for a 
new job or simply to improve 
your confidence and self¬ 
esteem. 

The Vale Council ‘Get Back on 
Track’ programme provides a wide 
variety of courses right across the 
Vale in partnership with other 
organisations. 

The courses are free to those 
eligible and a free creche is provided 
at some centres. 

Courses take place in Barry at both 
Palmerston Community Learning 
Centre and at the new Vale Learning 
Centre on the first floor of the Barry 
Library. 

You can also learn at a whole range 
of venues across the Vale including 
Jobcentres and libraries in Penarth and 
Llantwit and Community Centres in 
St Athan, Penarth and Rhoose. 

There are a wide range of computer 
skills workshops on offer with the 
chance to learn the basic ICT skills 
that you will need in almost any 
workplace or you can progress to 
further ICT courses in Excel, web 
design or PC maintenance. 

You can gain an Agored, OCR or 
even an ECDL qualification. 

For jobseekers, weekly workclubs 
throughout the Vale are available to 


support your job search and help with 
CVs and applications. 

New courses in hairdressing and 
beauty and childcare and health and 
social care are an ideal stepping stone 
to further education and training. 

Whether you are looking for 
employment or volunteering 
opportunities, there are a range of 
short ‘Workwise’ courses in 
hospitality, reception and customer 
service, and health and safety, while 
British Sign Language, 
communication and creative writing 
will give you the skills you need and 
enhance your CV. 

‘Get Back on Track’ courses will 
help improve your confidence and self 
esteem and help you to consider your 
next step. 

Reading, writing and maths are 
essential skills that help you get on in 
work and life in general. If you want 
to improve your skills or if you don’t 
have any qualifications, then this is 
the place to start. Classes at all levels 
are available at the new Vale Learning 
Centre. 

You can start at any time and attend 
when it suits you, either day or 
evening. 

For more information on new 
courses starting in your local area, 
pick up a course list from Vale 
Council buildings or libraries; online 
at www.gbotfree.org or call the 
Palmerston centre on 01446 733762. 


Set Hijdi on Traci 

£unftculifm 
p vitae " : 



J* ({* you 


Adult Community Learning 
Addysg Oedolion Cymunedol 

New Courses Start January! 

Cyrsiau Newydd dechrau mis 
lonawrl 

www.gbotfree.org 
01446 733762 /r£L 


J Sol nr j'Uji'J'J'M lir/sn! 
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“Face 2017’s opportunities and 
challenges with optimism” 


WITH each new 
year comes an 
opportunity to 
reflect and to look 
to the future. 

The last 12 months 
have been challenging at 
times, but the year closes 
with every reason to feel 
confident for the year 
ahead, and there were 
notable moments in 2016 
which left us with so 
many reasons to feel 
great pride. 

After 58 years, a 
Welsh team reached a 
major football 

championship - making 
history, and friends, at 
every step of the way. 

We mustn’t forget the 
wonderful efforts of our 
Olympians and 

Paralympians, proudly 
representing Wales as 
part of a hugely 


successful Team GB 
effort in Rio. 

The efforts of Gareth 
Bale, Jade Jones, Becky 
James and countless 
others will inspire a new 
generation of Welsh 
children to take up sport 
and to wear the national 
shirt with pride. 

In many ways, 2016 
was a momentous year 
for Wales - and for the 
United Kingdom as a 
whole. 

While it started with 
the shadow of TATA 
looming large overhead 
for the families of Port 
Talbot, there are at last 
positive signs of the 
rewards of working 
together - with a deal on 
the table that could 
provide a sustainable 
future for Wales’ largest 
steel plant. 

Yet where 2016 ends 


with reasons to be 
optimistic about the 
future, 2017 must 
represent a red line for 
the Welsh Labour 
government. 

Devolution is not to 
blame for Wales’ poor 
GVA figures, or for Pisa 
results which show just 
how far behind the rest of 
the UK the Welsh 
education system is; that 
responsibility lies 
squarely with the First 
Minister. 

After 17 years of 
devolution, it is clear that 
in the three main 
devolved competences, 
the Welsh Government 
has failed to make 
adequate improvements. 

Whether measured in 
terms of economic 
development, 
educational performance 
or health outcomes. 2017 


must be ‘make or break’ 
for a First Minister who 
has had seven years to 
turn things around. 

He needs to show the 
public that his 
government has reached 
its low water mark in 
terms of delivery, and 
that the tide is starting to 
turn. 

For the country as a 
whole it is without 
question Brexit that 
poses the greatest 
challenge - and 
opportunity - in 2017. 

The Prime Minister 
has been clear that the 
result of the referendum 
will be respected, and 
that negotiations will 
commence promptly 
once Article 50 has been 
triggered in March. She 
should be supported. 

The Welsh Labour 
Government must now 
show greater leadership. 

The First Minister and 
his colleagues have 
become too preoccupied 
with Article 50, and have 
spent too long coming to 
terms with the result of 
the referendum. We now 
need to see a positive and 
productive approach to 
shaping our new 
relationship with Europe. 

With more than £1 
billion of structural 
funding yet to be 
allocated between now 
and 2020, there is a need 
to consider how this 
money can best be spent 
to deliver economic 
growth. There are 


challenges, but there are 
also huge opportunities 
for the Welsh economy. 

Just as important is the 
challenge faced by all of 
us in 2017: to heal a 
fractured society. 

Despite the rhetoric, our 
democracy isn’t broken. 

Far from it. Some 33 
million people - 72.2 per 
cent of the electorate - 
voted in the EU 
referendum; we just need 
to work harder to bridge 
the gap between groups 
in society who disagree. 

It’s considered 

‘progressive’ to preach 
the values of tolerance 
and diversity, but 
tolerance and diversity 
must also extend to those 
who hold opinions with 
which we do not agree. 

We have to accept 
when a majority of the 
public does not share our 
world view, for it is far 
better to have a 
democracy that doesn’t 
always go your way than 
the alternative. 

This country of ours 
has bags of potential 
lying dormant and 
incredible opportunities 
lay ahead. In 2017, let’s 
pull together and secure a 
brighter future for Wales. 

My very best wishes 
to everyone in Wales for 
a prosperous and 
successful 2017! 

Andrew R T Davies, 
Leader of the Welsh 
Conservatives 


JG PLANT LTD 


The Rowcrof Dreoma 

Your local Honda Power Equipment ft 
Honda Lawn and Garden Dealership 

| rMDpIMliplanLoodi 


01*56 6*32001 


RNLI VOLUNTEERS 
SAVE STRANDED 
FISHERMEN FROM 
SKER POINT ROCKS 

The fishing 
boafs hull 
was found 
washed up on 
the beach the 
following 
morning. 



RNLI members from 
Porthcawl acted fast last week 
when a fishing boat was caught 
on rocks at Sker Point by the 
heavy seas. 

Porthcawl RNLI volunteer crew 
were paged by UK Coastguards at 
5.38pm on Friday, December 30, 
following reports that a small boat with 
two persons aboard had run aground 
on rocks at Sker Point. 

An RNLI spokesman said: “Both 
lifeboats were launched and arrived on 
scene, two miles north west of the 
station at 5.50pm. 

“Conditions were such that there 
was no natural light and a white 
parachute flare was fired and the 
lifeboat crew located the outline of a 
small boat on the rocks with waves 
washing over it, causing it to roll over 
on its side. 

“With the Atlantic 85, Rose of the 
Shires, brought as close as was safe to 
the casualty vessel, Chris Page and 
Dan Jones left the lifeboat and 
managed to scramble through the 
water to locate and confirm that there 
were two casualties aboard. 

“With the assistance of the SAR 
helicopter, which had just arrived on 
scene minutes earlier both casualties 
were winched off the vessel due to the 
unsafe sea conditions and terrain. 


“Lifeboat crew who had given brief 
first aid checks confirmed that both 
casualties were exhausted and cold, 
and one had suffered head injuries. 

“The helicopter was landed at Sker 
Point while further medical attention 
was administered by the air crew. 

“Mumbles lifeboat, which had also 
been launched to assist, was stood 
down and returned to station. 
Meanwhile, Porthcawl lifeboats 
remained on scene until the helicopter 
flew one casualty to Morriston 
Hospital. 

“With surf conditions on the beach 
poor and in complete darkness, it was 
decided that it would be safer for the 
two Porthcawl crew who had gone 
ashore to be transported back to the 
lifeboat station by Porthcawl 
Coastguard unit.” 

Lifeboat operations manager Phil 
Missen, said: “Both casualties were 
extremely lucky to have been rescued 
in the complete darkness and from the 
notoriously dangerous Sker Point. 

“I dread to think how difficult a 
search would have been had the 
casualties not been able to stay with 
their stricken vessel. 

“The rescue was a multi-agency 
effort where all teams worked together 
under the UK Coastguard Agency, 
fortunately with a positive outcome.” 
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Dashed lucky! 
Festive pup finds 
his new home 


I T’S been a funny old year, 2016. A year of sad loss, strange 
political decisions and general craziness, one of the only 
ways to deal with it was to hunker down in a darkened 
room and immerse yourself in the world of film. 

Yet again the 
blockbuster season had 
an underwhelming 
feeling to it, critically if 
not necessarily 
commercially, but 
overall it was a year of 
some golden films, the 
top ten of which have 
been assembled for 
your perusal - feel free 
to get in touch with 
your favourites via 
Twitter, 

@ GEMScreenTalk. 

So with a drum roll, 
and a sense of 
anticipation not seen 
since November’s 
American election, let’s 
dive headfirst into the 
top ten of 2016. 

10. Everyone Wants 
Some!! - Richard 
Linklater’s 1970s 
college-set comedy had 
a freewheeling style, 
likeable characters and 
an indelible sense of 
fun, backed with one of 
the best soundtracks of 
the year. A blast of 
sunshine, undercut with 
a sense of making the 
most of your youth, 
Everybody should want 
some of this film! 

9. Captain America: 
Civil War - Juggling 
more characters than 
you could shake a stick 
at, numerous plot 
strands that both 


MANY people 
spent Christmas at 
home with families, 
but it was ‘business 
as usual’ for staff at 
the Dogs Trust 
Bridgend rehoming 
centre as they spent 
the festive season 
caring for a 
Dachshund pup 
handed in on 
Christmas Day. 

The nine-week-old 
pup, named after the 
fictional reindeer 
Dasher, was handed in 
because his owners were 
sadly unable to keep 
him. 

Dasher spent 
Christmas enjoying lots 
of fun and games at the 
centre, but lived up to 
his name and quickly 
found a new home. 

Angela Wetherall, 
Dogs Trust Bridgend 
rehoming centre 
manager, said: 
“Christmas is always a 
really busy time for us, 
but we had staff on hand 
to take in the puppy and 



Dasher. 

care for him over the 
festive period. In this 
case, the owners acted 
responsibly by bringing 
him to us to find a home 
for him, but we see so 
many unwanted puppies 
simply abandoned 
because they were bom 
as a result of the parents 
not being neutered. 

“Neutering is hugely 
important to avoid 
situations like this 
occurring, and saves the 
heartbreak of giving up 
an unwanted litter when 
owners realise they are 
unable to care for them.” 


lingered from previous 
Marvel outings and set 
up future instalments, 
Civil War had no right 
to be as lean, spritely 
and satisfying as it was. 
In a year where DC 
underperformed 
critically, Marvel 
reasserted itself as the 
top dog with this 
wonderful fi lm . 

8. Hunt For The 
Wilderpeople - Taika 
Waititi’s hilarious story 
of a foster child who, 
through circumstances, 
finds himself on the run 
with his foster father 
was hilarious and 
touching. Sam Neill 
was superb as the 
grouchy man saddled 
with his ‘son’, 
newcomer Julian 
Dennison incredible as 
the troubled youngster 
with a penchant for 
gangster chic - a must- 
see film. 

7. Anomalisa - If 
you thought stop- 
motion was for 
youngsters only, 
Anomalisa was the film 
to change your mind. 
From the mind of 
Charlie Kaufman (who 
also co-directed with 
Duke Johnson), this 
story of mid-life crisis 
was indelible, the 
presentation lending a 
fragile and beautiful 
wooziness to a film that 
spoke to the human 
condition. 

6. The Hateful Eight 
- Quentin Tarantino’s 


chamber piece was a 
gory, funny and 
immensely watchable 
slice of cinema. Its 
narrative kept you 
guessing, the cast were 
on excellent form, and 
the director seemed as 
vital as ever in this 
grand-guignol Western. 

5. Room - Lenny 
Abrahamson’s 
compelling story 
cemented Brie Larson 
as one of the finest 
actresses working today 
and saw a truly 
exception performance 
from young Jacob 
Tremblay. The subject 
matter wasn’t light 
(woman is kidnapped 
and left in the titular 
room with her son, 
fathered by the 
kidnapper) but 
Abrahamson deftly 
wound together a story 
that was oddly, yet 
compellingly, 
affirming. 

4. 10 Cloverfield 
Lane - Perhaps the 
biggest surprise of the 
year, this was a small- 
budget film called 
Valencia, but a name 
change later (and 
folding it into the 
Cloverfield universe) 
gave it a widespread 
release and one of the 
tensest, edge-of-your- 
seat films of the year. 

A three-hander, with 


stunning turns from 
Mary Elizabeth 
Winstead, John 
Gallagher Jr and a 
fearsome John 
Goodman, it was a film 
that got under your skin 
and stayed there. 

3. Hell Or High 
Water - A rugged 
contemporary Western, 
this was a powerful 
film from director 
David Mackenzie, a 
slow-burning morality 
story where the actions 
of two bank-robbing 
brothers are met with a 
grudging acceptance 
and the officer on then- 
tail is a grizzled and 
excellent Jeff Bridges. 
This well-worn tale 
was an incredible piece 
of filmmaking. 

2. Arrival - Before 
Arrival, Denis 
Villeneuve had yet to 
make a poor film - his 
100 per cent record 
continued after this 
affirming slice of sci-fi, 
an emotionally- 
engaging story of alien 
contact and personal 
sacrifice. 

Anchored by Amy 
Adams’ superb turn, 
Arrival may have 
benefited from being 
released in the 
slipstream of Donald 
Trump’s victory, but it 
was a film that was 
smart and captivating, 


For the latest stories and breaking news... 

glamorgan-gem.co.uk 


exceptionally told. 

1. Spotlight - Your 
Best Picture Oscar 
winner, and hugely 
deserved, Spotlight was 
a hard-hitting true-story 
tale of sexual abuse 
covered up, with a 
newspaper team 
bringing the truth, and 
the abusers, to justice. 

A true ensemble, led by 
the impeccable Michael 
Keaton, Spotlight was a 
powerful, dense 
viewing experience. 



by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


Anthony 
Jarvie Solicitors 


Specialist solicitors in Wills, 
Powers of Attorney, Probate and 
Estate Planning and Administration, 
and Inheritance Tax Planning 

Delivering peace of mind to you and 
your loved ones whilst providing: 

• Expert and current legal advice 

• A professional and bespoke service. 

• A warm and friendly reception to all clients 

• Clear and competitive pricing 

• Excellent communication throughout 

• Home visits where necessary 

Please contact Helen Jones today 
for a no obligation chat 

Telephone: 01656 652737 
Email: helenj@anthonyandjarvie.co.uk 
6 Court Road, Bridgend, CF31 1BW 


MeW uetMn WINDOWS AND DOOR SALE! 

\J TRANSFORM THE APPEARANCE AND SECURITY OF YOUR HOME 


3 DOUBLE GLAZED WINDOWS, 

ANY SIZE. ANY STYLE PLUS ANY 
UPVC FRONT OR BACK DOOR FOR ONLY £1995 


3 PLATINUM TRIPLE GLAZED WINDOWS. 
ANY SIZE, ANY STYLE PLUS ANY 
COLOURED COMPOSITE DOOR FOR ONLY 




3 YEARS 

0%APR 
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G2S WALES 

-tst.zcm- 

CALL us 
ANY TIME 

OUR fNCNfS ARE VAHHED 

VISIT OUR SUPERB SHOWROOM 

4 Jnit 1, York Pant, Oieastorw 

Bridgend ird. Estate Bridgend CF31 3TB 

NCCMOUnMC 

www.g2swindowsdoors.co.uk 

24/7 

01656 349467 
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Brighten up your home with a stunning new kitchen 

Our unique Kitchen Genie makeover will transform your existing kitchen by giving it a brand new facelift 


★ No need to empty cupboards * 
Most Kitchens completed in a day 

★ No mess, no fuss * 

★ All doors made to measure ★ 

Choose from Laminate, 

* Solid Wood or Painted Doors * 


* FREE design service * 


★ Call for a FREE quotation * 


ASK ABOUT QUARTZIZE.. 

Why replace your worktops when 
this unique quartz overlay simply 
fits over your existing surface. 

• Hygienic • Easy to care for 

• Scratch resistant • Easily installed 

• Up to 30% cheaper than granite 

• Heat resistant • Timeless 



quartzize| 

1 By K\tct>eo Oartie —/ 

www.quartzize.co.uk 



be +oo 
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www.thekitchengenie.co.uk 01446 688021 
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Rotarians hand gifts 
to hospital patients 


THE Rotary Club of Maesteg 
paid a visit to Maesteg hospital 
on Christmas Day - to hand 
out presents to patients who 
had to stay in over the festve 
holiday. 

The club have been doing this for 
many years and it is much appreciated 
by the patients and the staff. 

It is always a lot of fun for the 
Rotarians, who enjoy the banter from 
the patients on the day. 

The photo (above) shows Rotarians 
Viv Gage and Talfyn Harries, together 


with healthcare assistant, Michelle 
Kingdon, going around the wards. 

If anyone would like to join the 
local Rotary Club and have the 
satisfaction of serving the community, 
contact president Gwynfor Phillips on 
01656 736102, or past president Talfyn 
Harries on 01656 711078. 

The club have been going for 70 
years, but are finding it difficult to 
continue, due to dwindling 
membership. We meet only every 
fortnight for about an hour, so anyone 
who could spare that time would be 
very welcome! TH 


Planning applications 


Mr John Crocker - Next 
to Windrush, Heol Las, 
Mawdlam to Heol 
Drewi, Ton Kenfig - 

Approval of details for 
conditions 3, 6 and 7 of 
P/16/43/FUL. 

Mr Tristan Jenkins - 
Land adjacent 1 Jubilee 
Crescent, Bridgend - 
Replacement of an old 
asbestos shed with a 
single storey brick 
garage for personal use 
and storage. 

Mr Tegryn Be van - 48 
Minffrwd Road, 

Pencoed - Loft 
conversion with roof 
extension and single 
storey extension. 

HD Ltd - 20-20a 

Dunraven Place, 

Bridgend - Alterations 
to the existing building 
comprising alterations 
and renovations to the 
front and rear elevations, 
demolition and 


reconstruction of the 
three-storey central link 
building, new shop front 
and replacement 

windows. 

Mr A Woodhall - 1 
Danygraig Avenue, 
Porthcawl - Approval of 
details for condition 1 of 
P/16/73 8/FUL. 

Ward Jones (Bridgend) 
Ltd - Land off 
Horsefair Road, 

Waterton Ind Estate - 
Vary conditions 1 and 5 
of P/16/472/FUL. 

Mr and Mrs C Lewis - 20 
Maes Y Grug, 
Broadlands, Bridgend - 
Provision of gates and 
railings in forecourt. 
Graham and Susan 
Evans - 26 Heol y 
Mynydd, Sarn, 

Bridgend - Two storey 
side extension. 

Mr J Harding - 35 
Newbridge Gardens, 
Bridgend - Extension 


and alterations to roof to 
remove hip and construct 
gable. 

Mr Paul Wyatt - 27 
Nottage Mead, Nottage, 
Porthcawl - Remove 
timber shed and 
construct new timber 
framed structure on 
existing patio area for 
internal covered storage 
space. 

Mr Pockock - 31 

Westward Place, 

Bryntirion, Bridgend - 

Single storey front side 
extension. 

St John’s House Trust - 
St John’s House, 
Newcastle Hill, 

Bridgend - To 

alter/extend new rear 
extension to St John’s 
House as previously 
consented 
(P/ 1 5/697/FUL). 
Modification to rear 
kitchen area to omit new 
disabled toilet. 


Beacon lighting plaque installed 
to mark a double royal occasion 



EWENNY Community Council have 
installed a plaque to commemorate the 
lighting of celebration beacons at the 
Tair Croes hill for both the Queen’s 90th 
birthday and the jubilees of 2002 and 
2012. 

Vale MP Alun Cairns unveiled the plaque 
affixed to the trig point marking the top of Tair 
Croes on December 22. Despite the wind and 
rain, Community councillors and local residents 
toasted the joint occasion with champagne in 
plastic flutes. 

Welsh Secretary Mr Cairns, paid tribute to the 
council for marking the occasion, pointing out 
that hundreds of beacons were being lit by 
villagers throughout Britain in celebration. 

He said that he would endeavour to let Her 
Majesty know of the plaque at the next 
opportunity. 

The MP told The GEM: “It was a great honour 
to unveil the plaque and to thank Ewenny 
Community Council for their role in celebrating 
the life and reign of Her Majesty. 

“Their act of celebration and commemoration 
helps to bind us together as Britons and, in 
conjunction with beacon lighting across the 
realm, binds our communities together as one 
nation. 

“The ceremony was good fun, thanks to the 
loyal subjects of Ewenny, who were in good 
cheer, despite the wet and windy weather,” the 
MP added. 


CAROL SERVICE AT TABERNACL 



CYNHALIWYD Gwasanaeth Carolau Adran ac 
Aelwyd Porthcawl brynhawn Mercher Rhagfyr Haiti 
yng Nghapel y Tabernacl Porthcawl. Dyma gyfle i 
fwynhau gwledd o garolau traddodiadol Gymreig. 

Yn ystod y gwasanaeth cafwyd performiadau cerddorol gan 
bobl ifanc yr Aelwyd. Braf oedd croesawu ein Prif Weinidog 
Carwyn Jones i’r gwasanaeth ac yntau mor brysur yr ardeg hon 
o’r flwyddyn. 

Codwyd dros £300 ar y noson - i’w rannu rhwng Apel DEC 
(Disasters Emergency Committee) ac Apel Eisteddfod yr Urdd 
2017 Penybont, Tafac Elai. 


ADRAN and Aelwyd yr Urdd Porthcawl held their 
annual carol service on Wednesday, December 21 at 
Tabernacl Chapel, Porthcawl. 

This was an opportunity to enjoy a range of traditional Welsh 
carols. During the service, members of the Aelwyd took part, 
performing a number of musical items in Welsh. 

It was a pleasure to welcome First Minister Carwyn Jones to the 
service, especially given his busy schedule at this time of year. 

Over £300 was raised during the evening - to be shared 
between the DEC (Disasters Emergency Committee) and Urdd 
2017 Bridgend, Taf and Elai Eisteddfod appeals. 

CARYS EVANS 
(Leader, Aelwyd yr Urdd, Porthcawl) 


Maesteg Male Choir is 
set for annual concert 


ON Saturday, February 4 
Maesteg Male Voice choir will 
be holding its 42nd annual 
concert. As previously, the 
concert will be held at the 
wonderful Town Hall in 
Maesteg. 

The concert will commence at 7pm 
with the doors opening at 6:30pm and 
it is hoped a full house will enjoy a 
varied programme of music which the 
choir will sing, together with the 
soloists for the evening. 

The soprano for the evening will be 
Angharad Lisbeth Rees who hails from 
Pontrydyfen and appeared with the 
choir in 2013, giving a very 
accomplished performance. Angharad 
is also an honorary member of the 
Gorsedd of Bards. 

The bass will be Huw Euron from 


Cardiff who is also a member of Only 
Men Aloud, and the whole concert will 
be compered by BBC newsreader 
Rebecca John who herself has links 
with Maesteg as her father was a 
teacher at Maesteg Comprehensive 
school. 

This will be the 17th annual concert 
in which musical director Rhian 
Jenkins has led the choir and on this 
occasion our new accompanist Laura 
Deenik will be making her debut, and 
our very best wishes go to her. 

Ryan Wood will also be appearing, 
this evening as accompanist to the 
performers. 

The price of admission has been 
kept at £8 and it is hoped as many 
people will come along to enjoy a feast 
of music. 
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MAflKEO PRICES ON 

ALL ROAD SCOOTERS 


15% OFF 

MARKED PRICES 
ON ALL 

GRAB AND 
SUPPORT RAILS 


FREEPHONE 0800 999 2259 FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION SURVEY 


BRIDGEND 

ABLEWORLD 

Bridgend Shopping Centre. Brackla 
Street, Bridgend, Wales, CF31 1DD 

Tel: (01656) 856696 

info<8ableworldbndsiend co uk 

Opposite Wi «o $ 


CARDIFF 

ABLEWORLD 

Penarth Road Retail Park 
Penarth Road. Cardiff, CF11 8EF 

Tel: (02921)321072 

info&ableworldcardiff co uk 

Nexi to tue Bath Store 


www.ableworld.co.uk 


Further details on all our stores can be found on: www.ableworld.co.uk 


staiRUFIi 




& (iNciyeis f win© wsmm) 
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^,^£2995 


MONTHS 


20 % 

OFF 

MARKED PRICK 
ON ALL 

WHEELCHAIRS 


Ableworld 


WINTER SALE NOW ON 


PLUS 6 


FREE INSURANCE ON All 
SCOOTERS. POWERCHAIRS, 
WHEELCHAIRS AND 
RISER RECUNERS 


£50 


OFF 


ALL BOOT AND PAVEMENT SCOOTERS 


FREE STROLLEY TROLLEY 
(WORTH £40) p. p 

•WITH ALL RISER I I k ' 

RECLINER CHAIRS \ 

£550 AND OVER ’ 1 1 


20% OFF 

WALKING STICKS, 
CRUTCHES 
AND FERRULES 


AND FRAMES 


MARKED PRICES 
ON ALL 


WALKERS 
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Out g About Hr 


SPONSORED 

BY 


/VlE/vo 


#BARRYCINEMEMO 

www.memoartscentre.co.uk 


The GEM 


BARRY’S NEW DIGITAL 
CINEMA & LIVE 
STREAMING THEATRE 


AN EMOTIVE MEETING FOR 
THE VALE’S YOUTH MAYOR 



EMOJi students, 
the Youth Mayor, and 
Vale Council staff. 


THE Youth Mayor of the Vale 
of Glamorgan, Daniel 
Marshall, a pupil at 
Cowbridge Comprehensive 
School, officially represented 
the Mayor at a presentation 
evening for the Youth Service. 

The ‘Emoji’s project’ is a 10-week 
course run in partnership with the 
Families First FACT team and the 
Vale Council’s Youth Service. 

The project is split into two 
groups, junior (eight to 12 years old) 
and senior (13-16 years old) and the 


project aims to ‘empower young 
people to express themselves and to 
build their confidence and self-esteem 
levels’. 

The project is to help young people 
learn to ‘disclose their feelings in a 
safe manner and enable them to form 
better relationships with peers and 
family members’. 

“Young Daniel enjoyed the event 
very much and was very pleased to 
listen, share and discuss with the 
young people their experiences of the 
group,”a spokesperson reported.. 


Aviation group to hear 
all about naval power 


ON December 6, the 
Penarth Aviation 
Society held its 
annual Christmas 
social at the Penarth 
Conservative Club, 
when an excellent 
evening's 

entertainment was 
enjoyed by all. 


MUSIC in the Vale 
held a pre- 
Christmas concert 
in Holy Cross 
Church, 
Cowbridge, with 
young people (aged 
eight to 23), who 
had won special 
recognition at their 
competition in 
November at 

Stanwell School, 
Penarth. 

The concert was 
sponsored by Watts and 
Morgan Estate Agents, 
Cowbridge, and their 
help was very much 
appreciated by Music in 
the Vale, as it gave 
performance 
opportunities to the very 
talented young musicians 
and singers that Wales is 
producing. 

A past winner of 
Music in the Vale’s 


Our next meeting will 
be held on Friday 
(January 6), when PAS 
member Ed Oliver, a 
former chief petty 
officer with the Fleet Air 
Arm, will be giving a 
talk entitled ‘Flying off 
the Sea - The Early 
Years ’ in which we will 
be taken back over 100 


annual competition has 
proved how important 
these performance 
opportunities are to 
young people embarking 
on a musical career. Ben 
Tarlton delighted the 
audience with his 
classical interpretation of 
the ‘Boccherini Sonata’ 
and Tchaikovsky’s ‘Valse 
Sentimentale’. 

Since winning Music 
in the Vale’s competition, 
Ben has attended the 
Yehudi Menuhin School 
and won a scholarship to 
Guildhall in London. 

Peter Greenwood, 
playing the tuba, joined 
Ben in a seasonal duet. 

Further details of the 
next concert in January, 
may be found on the 
website 
www.musicinthevale .org 
.uk. 

SUE TAYLOR 


years to the days when 
the idea of flying itself 
was new, let alone flying 
off ships! 

Naval power in those 
far off days consisted of 
the Dreadnought style of 
vessel, where one huge 
ship hurled massive 
shells at equally large 
enemy ships. 

Getting a better view 
of your opponent’s fleet 
was crucial - hence, as 
with the Royal Flying 
Corps over the 
battlefields of France, 
getting a better view 
over the horizon was 
paramount. 

Conditions for the 
pilots were difficult to 
say the least, but without 
these valiant pioneers, 
modem fleets with the 
flexibility given by the 
aircraft carrier would be 
vastly different and far 
less efficient. 

The meeting will take 
place at Penarth 
Conservative Club at 
7:45pm for 8pm. 

Why not join the 
society? We meet on the 
first Friday of the month 
at the Penarth club. 
Visitors are welcome to 
attend. 

Further information 
may be found on our 
Website at: 

www.penarthaviationsoc 
iety.co.uk and Facebook 
page 

www.facebook.com/pena 
rthaviationsociety.co .uk 

DE 


Young talent 
to the fore at 
Music concert 


Divas make it 
a musical 
show to cherish 


IT was the largest 
gathering of Welsh 
divas for some time 
- and it proved to 
be a musical event 
that will be 
celebrated for a 
long time to come. 

If you weren’t there at 
Venue Cymru, 
Llandudno for the great 
spectacular, featuring 10 
of Wales’ foremost 
sopranos and mezzo 
sopranos, you can enjoy 
all the glamour and great 
music on S4C in the 
show Cyngerdd y 10 
Difa on Sunday, 8 
January. 

The ten divas who 
came to Llandudno just 
before Christmas, 
included Ellen Williams 
from Bridgend, plus a 
full symphony orchestra 
led by conductor 
Andrew Greenwood. 



Ellen Williams from 
Bridgend. 


The Ten Divas event 
follows the success of 
the Ten Tenors concert 
last Christmas at Venue 
Cymm. 


Digital stories offer 
views on children of 
service personnel 


TWO powerful 
films and a bank of 
digital stories were 
launched in 

November at the 
Pierhead, Cardiff 
Bay, to raise 
awareness of what 
life is like for 
children of those 
serving in HM 
Armed Forces in 
Wales. 

The films have been 
made by pupils, parents 
and staff at Llantwit 
Major High School and 
Prendergast Community 
Primary School with 
support from the 
Ministry of Defence, the 
Army Families 

Federation, Rhondda 


Cynon Taf County 
Borough Council and 
Story works UK. 

The initiative has been 
coordinated by the Welsh 
Local Government 
Association’s Supporting 
Service Children in 
Education Cymru 

project. 

Storyworks UK also 
ran workshops with 
pupils that would allow 
them to share their own 
stories about what it’s 
like to have a parent in 
the Armed Forces, these 
workshops were then 
turned into a bank of two 
minute digital stories 
capturing the children’s 
experiences. 

All the films will be 
available on the project 
website 
www.sscecymru .co .uk 


‘A Monster Calls’ 
is majestic, 
emotional, and 
very powerful 


D irector j 

A Bayona 
has 

impressed since 
breaking through 
with Spanish- 
language thriller 
The Orphanage in 
2007. His take on 
the 2004 tsunami 
disaster, The 
Impossible , proved 
he could handle 
spectacle and 
emotion, perfect 
training for his 
latest film, A 
Monster Calls , 
based on Patrick 
Ness’ book. 

It tells the story of 
Conor (Lewis 
MacDougall), a boy 
whose mother (played 
by Felicity Jones) is 
terminally ill, and who is 
forced to live with his 
less-than-pleasant 
grandma (Sigourney 
Weaver). 

With his home life 
stretched to breaking 
point, and his school life 
no better, Conor seeks 
comfort in a monster 
(voiced by Liam 
Neeson), and begins to 
process his feelings with 
the help of the monster... 

A film about a boy 
visited by a talking, 
walking tree should be 
something that you find 
in a children’s story - 
however, A Monster 
Calls' subject matter is 
hardly the most kiddie- 
friendly material. That, 
though, is not a problem 
in the slightest, in a film 
that speaks to all, 
regardless of age, and a 
story that tugs and pulls 
at the heartstrings 
throughout. 

Director J A Bayona’s 
previous film, The 
Impossible , was one that 
hit the notes of 
mawkishness a little too 
often, but it’s a charge 
that can’t be levied at 
this film, Bayona 
orchestrating 
proceedings with a sure 
and firm hand. 

He wastes no time in 
establishing the key 
tenets of the story, and 
thanks to a screenplay 
by Patrick Ness 
(adapting his own book 
with aplomb) which is 
tightly written, you are 
instantly hurtled into the 
world of young Conor. 
Bullied at school, and 
dealing with his 
mother’s cancer, the 
character is one full of 
rage and anger, and 
Lewis MacDougall 
brings him to life 
exceptionally well. 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


It’s a performance that 
is never showy or 
overstated, but pitched 
beautifully, and as 
Conor’s relationship 
with the monster and his 
mother’s illness 
deteriorates, 

MacDougall fills Conor 
with hard-fought 
sympathy and emotion. 

It’s a well-cast film, 
with Felicity Jones 
equally as impressive as 
Conor’s mother, her love 
for him shining in the 
darkest of moments, 
while Liam Neeson’s 
mellifluous tones fit the 
role of the monster down 
to the ground. 

The likes of 
Sigourney Weaver and 
Toby Kebbel round out 
an excellent cast, but it’s 
MacDougall who lingers 
the longest, Conor never 
outwardly playing the 
victim despite the 
circumstances that 
surround him. 

Patrick Ness’ book 
came from an idea by 
Siobhan Dowd, a writer 
who sadly succumbed to 
cancer before Ness’ 
book came out, but you 
can see from the film the 
impact the idea had, the 
portrayal of cancer and 
those suffering from it, 


both directly and 
indirectly, is 
unflinchingly portrayed 
and not given short shrift 
by Bayona in the 
director’s chair. 

The Spanish director’s 
decision to not soft-soak 
any element of this story 
means that the visceral 
finds itself rubbing up 
against the fantasy, but 
Bayona’s full-on 
commitment leaves 
neither element short, 
with the sequences 
involving the monster 
stunningly realised, 
while the ‘three stories’ 
element is given a 
different feel using 
watercolour animation, 
giving the film another 
texture. 

It’s the way the film 
slowly builds towards 
the climax, the way 
strands and elements fit 
inside one another, that 
is A Monster Calls' 
strength - Bayona and 
Ness weave together 
these elements to make 
something majestic and 
beautiful, heart- 
wrenching and 
emotional. The result is 
an absolute triumph of a 
film. 

VERDICT: A film 
that straddles the line 
between fantasy and the 
harsh realities of life, A 
Monster Calls is an 
incredibly powerful and 
moving piece of work. 
The cast, especially lead 
Lewis MacDougall, are 
excellent, while J A 
Bayona’s direction is 
both intimate and 
expansive. Pulling the 
heartstrings without 
overcooking the 
sentiment, this is a film 
that will linger with you. 
Essential viewing. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Pan’s Labyrinth 
(2006), Cor aline (2009). 


TOYS AND TRAINS 

THE collectors’ bonanza reaches then Vale when 
the toy and train sale arrives at Penarth Leisure 
Centre at Cogan between 10.30am and 3pm on 
Saturday, January 7. Three further dates have also 
been booked at this venue for 2017. Telephone 
01643 702757 or 07966 694579, or visit 
www.chrisdyerfairs.co.uk for more information. 

NEXT GREAT SHOW... 

CARDIFF TOY & TRAIN SALE 

SATURDAY, 7TH JANUARY, 2017 
10.30am - 3pm 

Penarth Leisure Centre, Andrew Road, 
Cogan, Penarth, Cardiff CF64 2NS 

Travel by Train - Cogan Station next to Venue! 

BUY ★ ★ SELL ★ ★ EXCHANGE 

Many top dealers in Dinky, Corgi, Matchbox, Britains, 
EFE, Lledo, Hornby Trains, Bachmann, Lima, 
etc., and much, much more. 120 Tables. 

Admission £2 - Child/OAP £1.50 

Enquiries: 01643 702757 or 07966 694579 
www.chrisdyerfairs.co.uk 









































22 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday January 5th, 2017 


KNIGHTS! 

ESTATE AGENTS • CHARTERED SURVEYORS 



THINK PROPERTY... 











2017! 


Welcome to 


The beginning of a new year is a time when people 
think about the future & make plans for change. Whatever your property needs 
our professional and friendly staff can help... 


Knights Sales 

for a free, no obligation 
valuation. Our fees are 
competitive and no stone 
is left unturned to achieve 
your goal. Please call: 

01446 700222 


Knights Lettings 

fully comply with the new code 
of practice and is licensed to 
act as your agent for all your 
letting and property 
management work. Please call: 

01446 701333 


Knights Commercial 

have over 30 years experience 
within the local community 
which enables us to provide 
independent advice. If you wish 
to buy or rent. Please call: 

01446 709933 


84 HIGH STREET, BARRY CF62 7DX • www.knights.uk.com 
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Agency's festive 
hampers for 
the vulnerable 
and the elderly 



ABOVE: Anne Lintern receives the donated hampers. 
BELOW: staff with Jane HuttAM. 



ALLIED 
Healthcare, a 
domiciliary care 
agency based in 
Barry, raised funds 
to make 12 
Christmas hampers 
to donate to local 
community day 
centre Rondel 
House, as well as 
raising funds for 
Age Connects. 


Margaret Codd, 
branch manager 

explained: “We care for 
vulnerable, elderly 
clients on a daily basis 
and at this time of year it 
is sad to see clients who 
have no family or friends 
at Christmas. It made 
perfect sense that the 
carer event committee 
decided to raise 
donations to create 
Christmas hampers for 
vulnerable adults living 


ESME LOVES 
A FUSS AND 
A CUDDLE... 



DOG OF THE WEEK is Esme, a five-year- 
old greyhound with lots of energy, who 
enjoys her time off the lead and mixes well 
with other dogs her size. 

Esme’s ideal home would be with people who 
have had dogs before, and she can live with 
children over eight years of age. 

Esme loves a fuss and a cuddle and a game of 
chase - so if you are a fan of greyhounds, Esme 
could be the answer to your dreams! 

If you would like further information, visit the 
Dogs Trust website, or call 01656 725219. 


in the Vale of Glamorgan 
who spend Christmas 
alone.” 

The committee 

decided to donate the 
hampers to Rondel 
House day centre to pass 
these on to those they felt 
the most vulnerable, 
which included clients 
who visit their centre or 
receive ‘meals on 
wheels’. 

On December 22, 
Anne Lintern, manager 
of Rondel House Day 
Centre, visited Allied 
Healthcare to receive the 
donated hampers. Jane 
Hutt AM also visited and 
was delighted with the 
work the committee had 
done in helping those this 
Christmas. 

A further £45 was 
raised from a raffle, 
which will be donated to 
Age Connects, which 
supports thousands of 
local older people. 

We wish to thank the 
staff for their donations 
and the committee for 
going beyond their duty 
of care to make this 
fantastic donation, in 
making vulnerable 
people feel less alone this 
Christmas. 

We also wish to thank 
Aldi, Tesco, Sainsbury’s, 
Spar, Waitrose, One Stop 
and Universal Hair 
Studios for their 
generous support to help 
us show the true meaning 
of Christmas - sharing is 
caring! NT 


Memories of a Welsh 
childhood during 
Second World War 


by TOM CLEMETT 


HE early 
1940s were 
the most 
important part of 
the war for us, the 
children of Barry. 
This was the time 
when the 

Americans arrived 
and were stationed 
at a camp in Hayes 
Road, Sully. 

Children from the 
surrounding area were 
often invited to their 
cinema shows, given 
sweets and chocolate 
and the inevitable 
chewing gum. 

For adults in Barry 
(mainly female), their 
dances were very well 
patronised. 

To us youngsters they 
seemed to have an 
abundant supply of 
everything that was 
rationed. 

The first air raid on 
Barry was in April 1941. 
Houses at the west end 
of the town and a 
number in the Barry 
Road and Witchell 
Estate areas were hit. 

During the raid, 
incendiary bombs rained 
down on Cadoxton 
Moors and at Porthkerry 
Park. 

A few months later, a 
dog-fight over the 
channel between a 
Spitfire and a German 
plane could be seen from 
Victoria Park. 

The German plane 
was shot down to the 
cheers of a group of 
parents and children 
who were watching the 
action taking place. 

While living on the 
Moors one of the older 
boys, Joey Bunkham, 
used to boast that he had 
saved the houses on the 
Moors from being 
blown up. 

It wasn’t until a few 
years ago, that I found 
out that he was telling 
the truth and that he had 
never got the credit for 
it. 

What happened was 
that during the raid on 
the Moors, incendiary 
bombs were dropped 
and a number landed on 
the top of the gasometer 
at the end of Laura 
Street. Joey and a friend 
climbed up onto the top 
of the structure and 
kicked the bombs onto 
the ground. 

Another event in the 
‘40s was the coming 
ashore at Barry Island of 
a ship carrying oranges 
and other foodstuffs. 

It must have had a 
hold full of oranges - as 
well as being slightly 
bitter, they also tasted 
oily. It wasn’t until after 
the war that we realised 
that all oranges weren’t 
sour and didn’t have an 
oily taste; the oranges 
that came ashore were 
destined for the 
manufacture of marma¬ 
lade. After the Barry 


Island incident, it was 
discovered that the 
destructor in Barry Road 
was being used to 
destroy tins of food from 
the camp at Sully. 

These tins were either 
out of date, the labels 
had come off, or were 
suspected of being 
contaminated. 

Every night the walls 
around the site were 
lined with youngsters 
awaiting their chance to 
acquire something from 
the yard. Tins of corned 
beef and SPAM were 
favourites. 

If a seven pound tin of 
corned beef was 
acquired, it was corned 
beef hash, corned beef 
pasties, corned beef 
sandwiches for work, 
and finally, if any was 
left, into the soup it went 
to add a bit of flavour. 

In another raid on 
Barry, landmines were 
dropped and two landed 
in the docks. One 
exploded killing a 
watchman on a ship 
being repaired in the 
dock; the other failed to 
explode but was 
recovered after the war 
and taken out in the 
channel and detonated. 

Another landed in 
Dock View Road and it 
wasn’t until a long time 
after the war had 
finished that the 
buildings where it had 
landed were finally 
demolished. 

A total of just over 20 
raids took place during 
the war over Barry and 
its surrounding area. It 
was said that Barry had 
escaped the worst of the 
raids because Barry was 
to be the chosen port for 
the invasion of Britain! 

As the war 
progressed, prisoners of 
war appeared in Barry. 
They were mainly in 
camps on the Port Road. 
There were Germans, 
Italians and Mongol 
troops. 

The Italians, and later 
some Germans, were 
allowed to work on the 
local farms. They were 
picked up by lorry and 
dropped off at the farms; 
some later acquired 
bicycles and were 
allowed to make their 
own way back and forth. 

The Mongolian PoWs 
worked on the docks in 
Cardiff and were taken 
to work by lorry. After 
the war they were sent 
back to Russia, where it 
was said they were all 
executed. 

D-DAY 

Preparations for D- 
Day led to the build-up 
of troops in the area and 
equipment was 

stockpiled all around 
Barry. 

More and more 
smoke screen canisters 
appeared around the 
town. These were lit at 
the onset of an air raid 


and gave off a thick 
black oily smoke. 

A large number were 
made at the Barry 
Enamel Works (Fellows, 
Chamberlin Ltd.) and 
after the war they were 
given the trade name 
‘Salamander’ and 
modified to be used to 
heat workshops and 
garages. 

After they had been 
used, every house in the 
vicinity was covered 
with oily smudges. 
Sometimes these 

salamanders caught fire 
and it was the job of the 
air raid warden to 
extinguish the flames. 
You could always tell 
who had had that job by 
his singed eyebrows and 
hair. 

There was a portable 
battery of these smoke 
screen canisters that at 
various times would be 
transported around the 
town, depending on the 
direction of the wind. 

If it was blowing 
from the Colcott area 
towards the docks and a 
raid was imminent, a 
battery of canisters 
would be placed near 
Romilly Schools; if the 
wind was coming off the 
sea, they would be 
situated on Barry Island. 

Nearer D-Day, 
convoys of troops 
arrived, some by road, 
but many more by rail. 
They camped in 
Porthkerry Park, on the 
Moors and the Port Road 
at the top of the link road 
near the Half Moon 
Bend. 

Barry Island was 
turned into a huge 
parking lot for landing 
craft. One day, the beach 


was covered with them, 
the following day they 
had all disappeared. 

Tom Edge Pond had 
what looked like 
hundreds of empty oil 
drums floating on it. 
This was the ‘Lily Pad’, 
a similar one was used 
as a floating roadway at 
Normandy, allowing 
vehicles to be driven 
straight off the ships and 
on to the beach. It could 
also be used as a runway 
to allow the take-off and 
landing of air 
observation-post flights. 

A few days before D- 
Day, the channel was 
alive with activity; Dock 
View Road and Victoria 
Park were two of the 
best vantage points. 

Barry was one of the 
main Bristol Channel 
shipping ports for the 
invasion and over 20 
ships left the port to take 
part in it. Tanks, guns 
and ammunition were 
constantly being loaded 
at the docks. 

Barry was one of a 
small number of ports 
where explosives could 
be landed or loaded from 
the dockside. Any spare 
piece of ground was 
used to unpack tanks and 
other vehicles. 

Brock Street Quarry 
had packing cases 
strewn all around it. 
Cadoxton Bowling Club 
asked for, and was 
given, many of them to 
re-build its pavilion, 
which is still in use with 
a lot of the same timber 
in it. 

At the end of the war, 
Barry experienced the 
worst snowfall it had 
had for many years; 
trains, buses and nearly 


all other forms of 
transport were halted, 
work stopped 

everywhere so that 
people could dig 
themselves out. 

The local authority, 
with its limited 
resources, tried its best 
to dig the town out and 
clear the main roads of 
snow and get essential 
traffic moving. 

After two days of 
being snowed in, the 
Americans who were 
stationed at Sully and 
who wanted to visit the 
Cardiff night spots, 
appeared with their 
bulldozers - and cleared 
the road from their camp 
to the Merrie Harrier in a 
matter of hours. 

MEM BLAZE 

On the way, they took 
out the hump-backed 
bridge on the Sully 
Moors Road that had 
been a bottleneck for 
years, they replaced it 
with a Bailey bridge that 
gave good service for a 
great many years. 

The last event of any 
moment in the 1940s 
was the fire at the 
Memorial Hall on a 
Whit-Monday. 

The hall was being 
used as a hospital at the 
time; patients and staff 
were safely moved out. 

It took 15 years to 
repair the damage done 
by the fire. 

Most of the time it 
was open to the elements 
and was liable to be 
demolished by a council, 
which didn’t have the 
money or the will to 
repair it. 

Eventually, the 

repairs were carried out 
and the hall was re¬ 
opened by Alderman 
Rook in May 1957. 


DON’T LAG BEHIND... 

Wrap up and pipe 
down this winter! 


THE message to customers in 
Welsh Water’s ‘Wrap Up Wales’ 
campaign is reminding people 
to make sure that the water 
pipes in their homes are 
protected to avoid the 
disruption and expense that 
can be caused by frozen pipes. 

The campaign reminds people to 
protect their pipes from bursting and 
causing damage that could cost 
thousands of pounds. The problem is 
usually linked to pipes that are 
exposed to very low temperatures, 
such as those in garages, outhouses 
and attics. 

The water in the pipes expands 
when it freezes, which can lead to 
bursting when the pipes thaw. Urgent 
and expensive repair is then needed to 
fix the problem. 

A spokesperson for Welsh Water 
has helpfully pointed out that when a 
problem occurs on pipes in homes, it 
is the responsibility of the homeowner 
or landlord and so it’s worth taking 
time to check they are well insulated. 


Ian Christie, Welsh Water’s 
managing director of water services 
said: “Frozen pipes which burst can 
cause unnecessary inconvenience and 
expense. However, this can be easily 
avoided by taking a few moments to 
check and protect the pipes. 

“If you are unfortunate enough to 
experience frozen pipes, then make 
sure you don’t leave taps open and 
unattended. As the pipes thaw, the 
water will likely start to flow which 
could lead to baths and sinks 
overflowing if you are not around. 

“Our message is help us ‘Wrap up 
Wales’ and take action now to prevent 
a problem that can cause a 
tremendous amount of inconvenience 
and expense - at the time of the year 
when you’d least want to face it.” 

More information on how to 
prevent pipes freezing can be found on 
the company’s website 
www.dwrcymru.com or the campaign 
website www.wrapupwales.com. 

There is also an opportunity to 
apply for one of600free lagging kits. 
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PREMIER 


i WALESiONEfANDIONLYi 
■INDUSTRIAL'SURERSTORE 


A ONE STOP ENGINEERING STORE. | 


DISCOVER OUR NEW RANGE OF 
CAIO/I PORTABLE GAS HEATERS... 





CAMPINGAZ IR5000 
RADIANT PORTABLE 
GAS HEATER 

A simple and economical way 
to warm your home. 


£69.98 


CALOR SUPER HEAT 

Easy to use piezo ignition, perfect 
for instant on the spot heating 


£99.99 


Buy together with a 15kg 

£89.99, a saving of £53.73. 







LIVING FLAME 


£129.50 


or £155 with a 15kg 
Butane Gas Bottle. 
A saving of £50.98. 


CALOR SUPER 
MINI HEAT 


£109.99 


High performance heater, fits 
into the smallest room. 


PROVENCE 

Stylish stove comes in matt black. 


£269.99 


Buy together with a 15kg 
Butane gas bottle for just 
£299.99, a saying of £43.74. 


MANHATTAN 

Stylish and modern portable gas heater. 

Buy together with a 15kg 
Butane gas bottle for just 
£229.99, a saving of £43.75. 


itrD 


riversidehardware 

& engineers supplies 


Open 6 days a week. 

Monday-Friday 
7am-5.30pm. 

Saturday 8am-5pm. 


1111 11 11111111 



Unit 3c, North Road, Bridgend Ind. Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP. 

Tel: 01656 662449. Fax: 01656 768375 
www.riversidehardware.co.uk 

Email: info@riversidehardware.co.uk 


BRIDGEND'S MAIN 
GAS DEALER 


CALO 


Bottled gas available here for all your LPG requirements 
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Vale village’s Christmas 
market is a real success 



Photographs by 
IAN DIXON 

PETERSTON-super-Ely Church Hall was 
the venue for the annual Christmas 
market in the village and once again it 
was superbly organised by Pat 
Cadwalladr. 

The event proved an outstanding success with 
many craft and food stalls, as well mulled wine, 
soup, rolls and hot drinks, provided by the church 
ladies. 

The bran tub proved very popular with the 
children, and for entertainment, there were carols 
from the local school choir, and the church choir, 
with support from the handbell group. 





Crackers’ Llantwit 
Christmas lunch 


ON Christmas Day 2015, with 
Phil Hibbert from Bethel 
Baptist Church in Llantwit 
Major, a group of local 
people - dubbed the ‘Llantwit 
Christmas Crackers’ - got 
together to provide Christmas 
lunch for isolated older people 
in our community. 

It proved such a success they did it 
again in 2016. Some 27 people 
attended, and comments included: “If 
it wasn’t for you I would have been 
home again on my own this 
Christmas”; and “It was absolutely 
wonderful, I was overcome with 
everything, the people, the food, the 
presents!” 

It wouldn’t have been successful 
without the support from the local 
community. Thanks go to: 

Stuart Sloan from Sloan’s, Llantwit 
Major’s clothes shop, donated the gifts 
for Santa to hand out on the day. 

Wiltshire Farm Foods provided the 
main course. 

WA Brown & Son, Co-op Funeral 
Home, donated the drinks. 

Greenlinks Community Transport 
for the minibuses so we could provide 


transport to everyone who needed it. 

Sally Hanks, Llantwit’s mayor 
popped down to say hello to everyone 
and the Vale mayor Stuart Egan 
provided the starters. 

For entertainment we had the 
wonderful local harpist Nia Rees, and 
the fabulous Ukeladies and 
Ukeladdies. Owen from Happy 
Embroidery in Dinas Powys provided 
the embroidered aprons for all 
volunteers to wear, and Holiday Inn 
Cardiff City Centre provided the 
sundries and supplies. 

Finally, we must mention Eleanor 
McNamara who knitted mini 
Christmas puddings for everyone: a 
wonderful final touch! 

However none of this would have 
been possible if it hadn’t been for the 
volunteers, a huge thank you from 
everyone who attended. 

We can’t list everyone, but the 
whole community came out to support 
us with donations and gifts. 

We look forward to seeing you in 
2017! 

For more information please 
contact jane.plattsl @ gmail.com. 


Makaton-friendly 
business recognised 


A BARRY business 
has been 
recognised for its 
use of Makaton, a 
speech, sign and 
symbol language, 
to help people 
communicate and 
make its services 
accessible to 
children and adults 
with learning or 
communication 
difficulties. 

EarlyVersity is the 
first high street 
business in Wales to be 
awarded the honour and 
only the fifth institution 
in Wales to be 
recognised with this 
accolade. 

Peter Thomas, a 
director at Early Versity, 
explained: “As a 
company formed by 
educational 
practitioners, we are 
passionate about 
communication and 
firmly believe that all 
children and adults with 
a learning or 
communication 
difficulty should be 
able to access the same 
services and facilities 
as everyone else.” 

The Makaton 
Friendly scheme is 
designed to recognise 
organisations or 


businesses that use 
Makaton in a simple, 
informal way to make 
Makaton users feel 
welcome and enable 
them to access services 
within their community. 

For some people, 
Makaton is related to 
the CBeebies character 
Mr Tumble, who uses 
the signs and symbols 
in his show Something 
Special. 

All organisations that 
have been awarded 
Makaton Friendly 
status have 

demonstrated that staff 
know when and how to 
use the language 
programme, which was 
developed in the UK in 
the 1970s. 

EarlyVersity uses 
Makaton in its coffee 
shop, child develop¬ 
ment classes and 
shows, and even 
introduced the system 


in its recent Christmas 
‘experience’ with Santa 
using Makaton. 

Kay Rawlinson who 
manages the Makaton 
programme at 
EarlyVersity, added: 
“I’m thrilled that, as a 
company, we have been 
award such an honour 
as the Makaton 
Friendly status 
provides. Using 
Makaton in our 
business is natural to all 
of our staff given our 
background in teaching 
and education.” 

EarlyVersity hopes to 
encourage other 
business to follow suit 
and use Makaton in 
their daily interactions 
and communications 
with customers. 

For further 
information about 
Makaton, visit 
www.makaton .org/. 


Go to the Glamorgan 

GEM website for the latest 
stories and breaking news... 

www.glamorgan- 

gem.co.uk 
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would like to thank the following businesses 
who kindly donated raffle prizes for our charity event 

in memory ofMallissa Brown. 



TheThang 
Goose Island 


Sloane Home 


Cocoa & Co 


Filco 
Jon Ian 


Sylvia Williams 

Shape 

Hairdressers 


The A48 Shop/Cafe 

Amanda Jones 
Jewellery 

Lorna Oakley 

Ushi's 


Town & Country 
Hotels 

Garlands 

Arboreal 


JCB Animal 
Physiotherapy 


No 39 


Elephant & Bun 
Fish at 85 


Shampan 

Beauty Within 

The Barbers 
Cowbridge 

Gail Armytage 

Sam Smith Travel 
Cowbridge 


Marks & Spencer Llantrisant 



Donations can also be made online by going to the 
Just Giving website and search for 

The Horse and Groom just giving page. 

The Just Giving page is still ongoing. 

Our total to date is £2,873.70 


Donations 

can be made by calling in or 
phoning Jo at The Horse and 
Groom. Tel: 01446 772253 
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SUCCESSFUL YEAR COMES TO A CLOSE 
FOR ‘ENTHRALLING’ VALE CHOIR VERITAS 



Photographs by 

IAN DIXON 


VALE choir Caritas completed its 2016 
programme with a Christmas concert in 
St German’s Church, Roath, Cardiff. 

The building was ideal for the main Caritas 
choir, which filled the church with music that 
enthralled the packed audience in the large 
church. 

The choir’s director, Lindsay Gray, thanked 
everyone for their support over the last year, 
commenting that since the formation of Caritas 
in 2013, nearly £25,000 had been raised for 
charities and good causes. 



Go to the Glamorgan 

GEM website for the latest 
stories and breaking news... 

www.glamorgan- 

gem.co.uk 
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THE ART OF INDUSTRIAL SOUTH 
WALES GRIPS COWBRIDGE U3A 


THE pre-Christmas appearance of 
Brian Davies, former curator of 
Pontypridd Museum, at Cowbridge 
U3A’s history group has become as 
much a tradition as decorated trees, 
mulled wine, mince pies and transport 
disruption. 

This time, the subject of his illustrated talk 
(delivered, as usual, without the aid of notes) was the 
art of industrial south Wales, from the mid-18th 
century to the late-19th century. Not the most 
interesting subject, one might think, to non¬ 
specialists, but Brian’s presentations are tailored to 
his audience, with humour and no ‘highbrow’jargon. 

The audience was informed that the greatest 
regional concentration of industrial paintings in 
Europe and, perhaps, even the world, is of south 
Wales, but, unfortunately, no outstanding collection 
of such paintings is actually held in Wales. 

The first group of landscapes displayed revealed 
an area still largely bucolic in character; Ibbetson’s 
1790 Bridge of Beauty, now on display at Pontypridd 
Museum (bought for £24,000), shows the new 
bridge at Pontypridd in the distance and depicts a 
rural scene, as did a picture of the forge at Trostrey. 

There was even an 1850’s painting of Mountain 
Ash, with a countryside of golden autumn colours - 
and only a few small collieries in view. 


Industrialisation had started in south Wales as 
early as the reign of Elizabeth I, with copper 
smelting at Aberdulais and a blast furnace at Tintem. 

By the early 18th century, industry had increased 
substantially, with iron-making in Pontypool, 
extensive copper smelting in Neath and Swansea and 
coal mining in Glamorgan. This was all captured in 
paintings. 

The great ironworks of the 19th century in 
Merthyr, Blaenavon and Nantyglo furnished the 
subject of many of the works that were shown, as 
artists had a fascination with the colours (black 
smoke, red fires) that were generated by the blast 
furnaces, both by day and by night. 

Paintings showed how humans had the ability to 
alter the landscape completely, with green fields and 
trees being replaced by industry, with its multitude 
of chimneys belching thick black smoke, from 
Dowlais to the Rhymney Valley. 

The other great industry of south Wales, coal 
mining, was well represented in paintings, with 
depictions of dangerous methods of descent into 
mines (men in a small basket and boys hanging on to 
the lowering chains) and hazardous working 
conditions in the tunnels (called roadways), with 
very young children often being employed. There 
were even bilingual signs in the paintings of 
underground scenes. 

Transportation was not neglected, with scenes of 
horse-drawn tram roads, the canals built to transport 


iron and coal and also the railways that supplanted 
the waterways, including the massive iron structure 
of the Crumlin viaduct, the highest one in Britain 
throughout its working life. 

The talk ended with scenes of unrest in south 
Wales; the Chartist uprising in 1839, which had the 
aim of gaining political rights for the working class, 
and the Rebecca Riots of the 1840s over the 
introduction of toll roads (the turnpike trusts). 

The history group is already anticipating Brian’s 
next pre-Christmas offering ! SPM 


CHARITY QUIZ 

Barry Town Mayor, Coun Charlotte Williams, 
will be holding a charity quiz night at Market 
Street Club, Barry on Friday, January 13, 
2017 at 7pm for 7.30pm, to raise money for 
The Down’s Syndrome Association, Breast 
Cancer Now and the Stroke Association. 

The evening will include a raffle and 
buffet, priced at £5 per person with a 
maximum of six people per team. 

For more information, contact juliehurd@ 
barrytowncouncil.gov.uk or telephone 01446 
704921. 
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Children from local primary schools battle it out on 

thnnth/ill s'rknvt f/ir n in P vi/Inwnft finnl 


the netball court for a place in the Bridgend final. 


‘Hot shot’ netball teams 
through to Bridgend finals 


EIGHT primary schools have netted a 
place in the finals of the Bridgend County 
Borough netball championship after 
shining on court at recent netball festivals. 

Bridgend County Borough Council and Welsh 
Netball organised the festival. 

Plasnewydd, Nantymoel, Maes yr Haul and West 
Park primary schools came top during four local 
festivals held recently, with runners-up Caerau, 
Ogmore Vale, Pencoed and Mynydd Cynfig schools 
also going through to the Bridgend County Borough 
finals, which will be held in February. 

The top two teams at the finals will then go up 
against primary schools from Merthyr Tydfil and 


Camelots end 
year with a win 


THE final match for 
the Barry Chess 
Club in 2016 saw 
the Camelots in 
Division 2 play host 
to the Pentyrch B 
team. 

This ended with a 
convincing win for Barry 
by a score of 4-1. Rhys 
Steele maintained his 
100 per cent record with 
his fourth straight win. 

He was ably supported 
by Sam Jukes on board 2 
and Tom Cooke on board 
5 who also recorded 
victories. To complete 
the scoring there were 
draws for Stephen 
Bonutto and John 
Stephenson. 

At the halfway stage 
with nine games played 
the Camelots sit in the 
relatively secure spot of 
sixth position. We have 
earned 22 points so far 
and are 4.5 points above 
the relegation zone. 

On the basis that we 
need in the region of 41 
points for security we are 
already more than 
halfway to securing our 
status in division 2. 

Stephen Bonutto still 
leads the Alec Wood 
trophy after six months 
of recording with an 
increase in his rating of 
182 points. 

It will prove harder to 
earn points for him in the 
final five months of 


recording as he now has a 
rating in excess of 1600 
so he can only pick up a 
maximum of 24 points 
per game against the 32 
he could previously earn. 

In second place is 
Anlan Qiu with a ratings 
increase of 144. Perhaps 
of more danger is 
Nay anna Kalavala in 
third place because 
although her rating has 
improved by 137 points, 
her rating remains below 
1600. 

The Barry Chess Club 
meets at 7.30 pm each 
Monday at the West End 
Club. St. Nicholas Road, 
Barry CF62 6QY. 

The club is open to 
players of all standards; 
whether you are 
interested in playing 
competitive chess or just 
the occasional friendly 
games. 

New players are very 
welcome to just turn up 
on the night but if you 
contact one of the club 
members through the 
website we can explain 
what is happening on the 
night you have in mind, 
and arrange for someone 
to greet you on your 
arrival. 

For more details visit 
our website at 
http:/Ibarrychessclub .yol 
asite.com. 


_ PHIL JONES 

Penllyne Bridge 
Club results 

PENLLYNE Bridge Club December 
results: 

Thursday, December 1 (12 pairs): 1st. J. Evans & 
C. Impey 68.84%, 2nd. A. Evans & K. Price 
64.59%, 3rd. M. East & B. Easterbrook 59.09%. 

Thursday, December 8 (16 pairs): 1st. M. & H. 
Thomas 62.66%, 2nd. M.Baron & B. Tucker 
61.36% 3rd. C. & J. Nunn 59.74%. 


Rhondda Cynon Taff in the Glamorgan Valleys final 
for the opportunity to reach the Welsh finals which 
will take place at Sophia Gardens in Cardiff in May. 

Young netballers have been lucky enough to have 
three Celtic Dragon players on hand during the 
Bridgend County festivals. Bethan Dyke - Celtic 
Dragons WA/C from Bridgend, Kalifa McCollin - 
Celtic Dragons GA/GS from Trinidad and Tobago 
and Stacey Peeters - Celtic Dragons WD/C from 
New Zealand have been helping the teams on the 
court, giving tips to players, and giving autographs 
and having photos with the teams. 

Coun Hailey Townsend, said: “It’s great to hear 
that so many local young people, girls and boys 
alike, are continuing to enjoy netball. We’ve seen 
some fantastic team work and dedication shown 
through these festivals. 

To find out more about local netball clubs please 
visit www.welshnetball.co.uk or call 02920 334952. 
For more details on sporting opportunities within 
schools contact the council’s AYPD on 01656 
815224 or email aypd@bridgend.gov.uk. 


Sully youngsters 
are kitted out by 
a donation 


SULLY SPORTS 
has been handed a 
bumper donation to 
help pay for new kit 
for one of its youth 
teams. 

The club’s under-12s 
Whites team has received 
£1,000 from leading 
housebuilder Persimmon 
Homes East Wales for 
new shirts and to help 
pay to use training 
facilities. 

Andrew Nourish, of 
the club, said: “We are 
extremely grateful to 
Persimmon Homes for 
this generous donation. 

“We are a mixed kids 
football team playing in 
the Vale local league. We 
take subs but running a 
sports team is very 
expensive these days and 
we need all the help we 
can get. It’s fantastic that 
large companies like 
Persimmon are willing to 
help clubs like ours.” 

The donation comes as 
part of Persimmon 
Homes’ Community 
Champions initiative. 
The Community 

Champions scheme sees 
the builder donate up to 
£2,000 to charities and 
community groups 


within south-east Wales 
each and every month. 

This happens across 
all of Persimmon’s 28 
regions as well as at the 
company’s head office in 
York. 

Since the scheme 
launched in March 2015, 
more than £1 million has 
been dished out to good 
causes nationally. 

Victoria Williams, 
sales director at 
Persimmon Homes East 
Wales, said: “We are 
proud to be able to hand 
over this money to Sully 
Sports. 

“Sully Sports is a great 
club with teams at every 
level from under-8 s 
upwards. The volunteers 
do a terrific job keeping 
the club running and 
we’re delighted to be 
able to help in this way.” 

Victoria added: 
“Community Champions 
has been a hugely 
successful initiative 
which has allowed us to 
support more than 20 
good causes already. 

“Applications for 
funding can be made 
quickly and easily by 
visiting 

www.persimmonhome 

s.com/charity.” 


Anniversary game 
arranged for Athletic 

A special match between Ospreys A league 
leaders Bridgend Athletic and Bridgend 
County youth has been arranged for next 
Wednesday, January 11, at the Brewery 
Field, kick off 7.15pm to celebrate 40 
years of youth rugby at Bridgend Athletic. 
All are welcome. 


CN 
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Welsh riders land 
Boxing Day wins 


TWO Welsh riders Alan 
Johns and David Prichard, 
who were in action at 
Wincanton on Boxing Day, 
both rode winners. 

Johns riding the Tim Vaughan 
trained Chakisto took the 
Bath wick Tyres Novices 
Handicap Hurdle by one-and- 
three-quarter lengths from Lough 
Derg Island and Prichard won the 
closing Solstice Kitchens 
Standard Open National Hunt 
Flat race on Victor Dartnall's Run 
To Milan by three and a half 
lengths from Lalor. 

Chakisto went off the 3-1 
favourite and Run To Milan who 
was having its first run in public 
was available at odds of 10-1. 

At Chepstow, on Coral Welsh 
Grand National day, Evan 
Williams’ promising six-year-old 
Pobbles Bay was a good winner 
of the Coral .Co .UK Money Back 
If Your Horse Falls Novices' 
Limited Handicap Chase under 
Adam Wedge. 

Pobbles Bay could be in the 


line-up for next year's Welsh 
Grand National all going well. 

FLINT'S 33-1 BANGOR 
STUNNER 

Vale trainer John Flint 
collected his Christmas 
expenses when his four-year-old 
bay filly Arian made all the 
running under his son Rhys 
Flint to land the Yorton 
Stallions Mares Maiden Open 
National Hunt Flat Race at 
Bangor last Thursday. 

Arian, which is by King's 
Theatre, was backed from 50-1 to 
33-1 and won by three lengths 
from the 5-2 favourite Oh 
Michelle partnered by Willie 
Twiston-Davies in a field of 16 
runners. 

At Ffos Las 24 hours earlier, 
Llancarfan's Evan Williams made 
sure his Christmas would be a 
happy one too by landing a 
double with Fille Des Champs 
and Cape Caster. 

The former, a five-year-old bay 
mare who carried bottom weight 
in the Gwynne Price Transport 
Mares Handicap, was ridden by 


Adam Wedge and was returned at 
odds of 10-1 and the latter, who at 
five was the youngest of the five 
runners, took the Finning 
Handicap Chase when coming 
home five lengths ahead of Rock 
On Rocky. 

Cape Caster, a 11-4 chance, 
was partnered by Conor Ring. 
Hopes of a Ffos Las hat-trick for 
Evan were dashed when Debra 
Hamer's top-weighted Looks Like 
Power, ridden by Richard Patrick, 
proved too good for his Present 
Times in the closing O'Brien & 
Partners Handicap Hurdle. 

SILVER STREAKS IN 
Silver Streak, a three-year-old 
grey gelding racing for the first 
time for Llancarfan trainer 
Evan Williams, streaked home 
a 12 lengths winner of the 
Happy New Year Handicap 
Hurdle at Taunton. 

Silver Streak, the youngest 
horse in the race, was partnered 
by stable jockey Paul Moloney 
and was returned the 2-1 
favourite. 

BRIAN LEE 


WALES STUDENTS NAME 
WORLD CUP SQUAD 


WALES Students 
have named a 
strong 36-man 
training squad in 
preparation for the 
Student Rugby 
League World Cup 
in July 2017. 

The squad contains a 
number of professional 
players as well as two 
have also won full caps 
for Wales - Paul 
Emanuelli who played 
for Wales in 2014 and 
Morgan Evans of 
Gloucestershire All 
Golds who is now an 
established regular in the 
Welsh national side and 
could potentially make 
two trips to Australia 
next year. 

Evans’ All Golds 
team-mate Liam Rice- 
Wilson joins him in the 
squad, whilst South 
Wales Ironmen 

contribute eight players 
in Cobi Green, Ethan 
Coombes, Huw Parks, 
Lewis Hughes, Jordan 
Sheridan, Lloyd Selby- 
Smith, Macauley Harris 
and Sam Buckthought. 


BRAZILIAN 
legend Pele is the 
latest sporting 
legend to star in a 
sports dinner at the 
Vale Sports Arena 
on June 2, 
supporting PG10 
and local junior 
sport. 

Pele, who scored 1281 
goals in 1363 games, 
winning the World Cup 
on three occasions for 
Brazil, is the all-time 
leading goalscorer for 
Brazil with 77 goals in 
91 games and is widely 
regarded as the greatest 
footballer of all time. 

The event takes place 
the same weekend as the 
UEFA Champions 


Former South Wales 
first team players Connor 
Davies, Curtis Davies 
and Sion Jones (now all 
with Halifax), Marcus 
Webb (Hunslet), Jamie 
Murphy (Bridgend 
Ravens RU) and Jordan 
Howells (Ebbw Vale RU) 
are also included as is 
Matt Davies from North 
Wales Crusaders. 

Wales Students coach 
Latham Tawhai said: 
“We had a great turn out 
for the recent training 
day so I’d firstly like to 
thank all the boys for 
their attendance, not only 
this week but also at the 
first session we had a few 
weeks back. We also had 
a number of coaches in 
attendance as well which 
is great for the players to 
be able to develop and 
gain experience from 
different people. 

“I feel like I say this 
every year but I do 
believe we have an 
excellent crop of players 
coming through, all 
putting their hands up for 
one of the 24 places on 
the plane. No disrespect 


League final, due to be 
held at the Principality 
Stadium on Saturday, 
June 3, which will attract 
thousands of people to 
the capital. 

This is an exclusive 
all-ticket meet and greet 
event which is due to 
start at 6.15pm with a 
Champagne reception on 
arrival (dependent on 
package purchased). 

Sponsorship oppor¬ 
tunities are also available 
on request. 

To book tickets for any 
of these events, please 
email pete griff 10 

@hotmail.co.uk or visit 
www.v ale sport sarena. 
cymru. 

PG 


to players who have gone 
before but I think it’s the 
best group I’ve had 
during the last four years, 
certainly in terms of 
depth. Wales Rugby 
League do a fantastic job 
developing young 

players and many of 
them have progressed to 
be in contention for a 
World Cup place. 

“We now have a core 
group who have been 
together for a couple of 
years, and this time 
around, we’ll be able to 
add a little bit of 
experience which will 
make a big difference. As 
you always get at this 
level, there are also some 
players with great 
athletic ability who are 
fairly new to the game 
and as they develop, 
they’ll offer plenty of 
positives to the squad in 
their own way. 

“We’ll now spend the 
next few months working 
with this group before 
cutting the squad further 
in the lead up to the 
tournament. They’ll have 
plenty of opportunity to 
show what they are 
capable of during this 
period. 

“We’ll be looking to 
play a few games as part 
of our preparations and at 
this stage we’d welcome 
anyone who may be able 
to provide some 
opposition. It’s an 
exciting time to be 
involved in Student 
Rugby League and I 
think we’re all looking 
forward to the next few 
months and of course the 
World Cup itself.” 

Wales Students are 
looking for funding to 
assist the players’ travels 
to the tournament and 
team manager Mark 
Jones is inviting 
companies, organisations 
and individuals to get 
involved. 

Jones said: “This is a 
very exciting time for 
WRL and these young 
players, a chance of a 
lifetime. We have 
strength in depth this 


year and hope to go all 
the way to the World Cup 
Final but for our dream to 
become reality, we are 
looking for companies to 
sponsor the World Cup 
squad. Click here if you 
would like to contribute.” 

An official WRL 
souvenir magazine 
previewing all three of 
the World Cups in 2017 - 
Student, Wheelchair and 
the full tournament at the 
end of the year - will be 
available in the spring. 

Squad: Lewis 
Harrison (Bangor 
University), Morgan 
Evans (University of 
Bath), Harry Boots, 
Dafydd Hellard, George 
Jenkins, Jordan Howells, 
Tom Morgan, Jamie 
Murphy (all Cardiff 
Metropolitan 
University), Huw Parks, 
Jordan Sheridan (both 
Cardiff University), 
Ethan Coombes, Cobi 
Green, Macauley Harris, 
Paul Emanuelli, Archie 
Snook (all Coleg y 
Cymoedd), Matt Davies, 
Liam Rice-Wilson (both 
University of 

Gloucestershire), 
Connor Davies, Curtis 
Davies, Sion Jones, 
David Phillips, Marcus 
Webb (all Leeds Beckett 
University), Connor 
Meese, Sam Owen (both 
Leeds Trinity 

University), Jack Bond 
(Liverpool John Moores 
University), Ieuan Jones 
(Northumbria 
University), Daniel 
Crabtree (University Of 
Nottingham), Adrian 
Chaima, Jordan Elphick, 
Alec Wheatley (all 
Nottingham Trent 

University), Lewis 
Hughes (Neath Port 
Talbot College), Jar ad 
Hinen, Lloyd Selby- 
Smith (both University of 
South Wales), Gethin 
Evans, Louie Ford 
(Swansea University), 
Sam Buckthought 

(University of 

Worcester). 
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Pele is set to 
visit the Vale 
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BRINSONS 


CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


The Complete Property Professionals 


www.brinsons.co.uk 

Cowbridge Office: 
01446 771777 



• Countryside views 
I • 5 bedrooms 


£ 225,000 


LLYSTRE DRW, BRIDGEND 


home 


ST QUENTINS CLOSE. LLANBLETHIAN 
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homes^u 

HOTLINE 

01446 700111 


BUTTRILLS WALK, BARRY (2) 


H4U Reference 203080 

• Three-bedroom flats 

• One second floor 

• One first floor 


Rent £98.79 per week 
including water charges 


CARMARTHEN HOUSE, PENARTH 

H4U Reference 139332 
■ Three-bedroom maisonette 


Rent £101.50 per week 


FAIROAKS, DINAS POWYS 


H4U Reference 230760 

60+ 

• One-bedroom bungalow 

• Level access shower 

• Warden and alarm 

Rent £113.24 per week 
including water charges 


HILL STREET, BARRY 






To apply call the hotline, e-mail us at 
HOMES4U@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
or apply in writing to: 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Environment and Housing 
Civic Offices, Holton Road 
Barry CF63 4RU 


CAE STUMPIE, COWBRIDGE 


H4U Reference 229993 

55+ Preference given to applicants 
with a medical condition 

• Two-bedroom flat 

• Ground floor 

• Community alarm 

Rent £99.06 per week including 
water and alarm charges 


CASTLE AVENUE, PENARTH 


H4U Reference 237641 
• Three-bedroom house 


Rent £115.16 per week 
including water charges 


GLANMOR CRESCENT 


H4U Reference 210382 

• Two bedroom flat 

• First floor 


Rent £104.99 per week 
including water charges 


OAK COURT, PENARTH 

H4U Reference 138950 
55+ (50 with medical need) 

• Studio apartment 

• First floor with lift 

• Level access shower 


Rent £103.18 per week 


REES COURT, LLANTWIT MAJOR 


H4U Reference 235801 
• Three-bedroom house 


Rent £108.87 per week 
including water charges 


APPLICATION DEADLINE: 11 JANUARY 2017 


All Homes4U properties have double 
glazing and central heating unless 
otherwise stated and will be allocated 
to the maximum occupancy. 

It may take longer to rehouse you if you are 
awarded medical priority as there is a shortage 
of accessible and adapted homes in the Vale. 


CAREW CLOSE, BARRY 



H4U Reference 109143 

Preference given to applicants 
with a medical condition 

• Three-bedroom house 

• Stairlift 

• Level access shower 

Rent £95.12 per week 




TIMBERS GREEN, LLANGAN 


WALKER ROAD, BARRY 



H4U Reference 135350 

Local lettings policy applies 

• One bedroom flat 

• Ground floor 


Rent £95.28 per week 



H4U Reference 227141 

55+ Unsuitable for applicants 
with medical priority 

• One-bedroom bungalow 

• Level access shower 

• Community alarm 

Rent £106.11 per week 
including water charges 


Vale of Glamorgan Council ^ Hafod Housing Association Newydd Housing Association United Welsh 


Wales and West Housing Association 


You must be a HOMES4U member to apply for any of the rented homes. 

When bidding for more than one property you will be asked to state your 
order of preference. 

All descriptions and other details are given in good faith and are believed to be 
correct but any potential tenant should satisfy themselves as to their correctness. 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 


BRO MORGANNWG 


r DYLAN CRESCENT, BARRY ! 

_ t 

g H4U Reference 208470 


■ • Three-bedroom house 

■P* 

■ Rent £104.99 per week 
| including water charges 


HANOVER COURT, BARRY 



H4U Reference 1032695 
55+ (50 with medical need) 

• One-bedroom ground floor flat 

• Standard bath 

• Alarm system 

Rent £101.13 per week 


PENDOYLAN CLOSE, BARRY 


H4U Reference 220404 
• Two-bedroom house 



Rent £102.99 per week 
including water charges 


STATION STREET, BARRY 



H4U Reference 115506 
• Three-bedroom house 


Rent £106.56 per week 


WINSTON ROAD, BARRY 



H4U Reference 229072 
• Two-bedroom house 


Rent £104.83 per week 
including water charges 


Ltafod Newydd O 



Wales & West 

Housing 
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Bryn will be remembered 
as a real gent BY BRIAN LEE 


FORMER 
racehorse trainer 
Bryn Palling, who 
trained at 

Ystradowen before 
moving to a new 
purpose-built yard 
which he designed 
himself at Tredod- 
ridge in 1993, will 
be remembered as a 
real gent. 

Bryn, who recently 
died aged 86, was a man 
who not only had the 
respect of his owners and 
stable staff, but also was 
a man always willing to 
lend a helping hand. 

During his time at 
Ystradowen, Bryn and 
his beloved wife Marge 
also ran a builder’s 
merchant and scrap 
business and a frequent 
visitor there was the great 
National Hunt jockey 
Johnny Francome, who 
with Clive Candy rode a 
lot of winners for Bryn. 

Bryn started training 
horses around 45 years 
ago and he retired in 
2013. A personal 
friendship with Paddy 
Rudkin, head lad at the 
time to the legendary 
trainer Sir Henry Cecil, 
meant that Bryn and his 
wife Marge spent 
holidays at Warren Place 
in Newmarket and Cecil 
took a personal interest in 
Bryn from the start. 

Indeed it was Sir 
Henry who gave Bryn a 
reference when he 
applied for his trainer’s 
licence to the Jockey 
Club and he also helped 
Bryn by arranging for 
Bryn’s initial intake of 
horses to include some 
very decent ones from 


Warren Place. 

At the beginning, Bryn 
trained only over-the- 
sticks and he had his first 
success with a horse 
called Landslide which 
won a three miles hurdle 
race at Stratford just 
three weeks after Bryn 
had obtained his licence. 

Other successes 
quickly followed and all 
the Warren Place horses 
caught the judge’s eye. 

Echo Summit won the 
prestigious Double 
Diamond Hurdle at 
Chepstow and was also a 
winner at Cheltenham, 
the spiritual home of 
National Hunt racing. 

Princely Fool, 

Princess Drive, Ely see 
Palace and Another Deed 
were other good winners 
for Bryn. However, 
when Bryma, named 
after Bryn and Marge fell 
jumping the last fence in 
the lead at Chepstow in 
1998 and was killed, 
Bryn decided to turn his 
attention to flat racing. 

He loved to buy 
yearlings to break in 
himself and had the 
knack of getting them to 
win as two-year-olds on 
their initial start. His 
most famous racehorse 
was Carranita, which he 
bought for just 800 
guineas at the Doncaster 
sales and which was 
syndicated to eight lucky 
owners. During her 
racing career, which 
lasted until she was eight 
years old, she won 16 
races, three or four of 
them listed races, and 
prize money of 
£154,891. 

She was eventually 
sold for breeding for 
£80,000 so that the eight 



Bryn Palling. 


lucky owners received 
almost £30,000 each in 
prize money and sale 
proceeds, for an initial 
outlay of only £100 each. 

It was in 1993 that 
Bryn sold his house and 
yard at Ystradowen to 
developers for private 
housing. He was then 64 
years old, and at an age 
where most people 
would be thinking of 
retiring. 

The new yard 
extended to 44 acres and 
included a seven furlong 
woodchip all-weather 
gallop, indoor school an 
American bam, a Harlow 
barn and stable yard, an 
oval exercise ring and 
horse walker, together 
with his new home, a 
large four-bedroomed 
bungalow. 

The move paid off and 
he had some of his most 
successful seasons, 
winning 100 races in just 
over four years, 
including prestigious 
races at Goodwood, 
Doncaster, Chester, York 
and Newbury. 

For Bryn, however, 
racing was never a 


numbers game. His 
horses’ welfare always 
came first and this was 
reflected in the number 
of horses bought as two- 
year-olds that had careers 
spanning six and seven 
years. 

Paul Young, who was 
a member of the 
Carranita syndicate, 
said: “Only the best was 
good enough for Bryn’s 
horses and he treated all 
his owners in the same 
kindly way whether they 
had a share in a horse or 
whether they had three or 
four horses in his yard.” 

Also full of praise for 
Bryn was Aberkenfig’s 
Delyth Thomas who said: 
“Bryn was a real 
gentleman and he would 
do anything to help you.” 
When Bryn retired, a 
number of people lined 
up to pay tribute to him 
and this is what just three 
of them had to say. 

Chris Mason, who 
went on to become a 
trainer himself, said: 
“Bryn and his wife 
Marge always gave my 
family a warm 
welcome.” 

Peter Morgan who 
rode out at Bryn’s yard: 
“My memories of this 
time were some of the 
happiest of my life.” 

The last words belong 
to former top female 
rider Cathy Gannon, who 
rode Bryn’s final winner 
Gipsy Rider at Chepstow 
in 2012, and who said: “I 
learned so much from my 
time with Bryn in South 
Wales.” 

BRIAN LEE 


Community choir’s 
festive concert 


BARRY Community Choir celebrated an 
early Christmas with a well attended 
festive concert. 

As well as carols old and new, Emma and Sian 
entertained with piano duets and talented young 
tenor, Osian Wyn Bowen, performed several pieces 
including ‘Bring Him Home’ from Les Miser able s. 

The choir starts rehearsals again on Wednesday, 
January 11 from 7.30pm - 9.30pm at Crossways 
Church, Barry. All welcome. See our website, 
Facebook page, email: 

info@barrycommunitychoir.com or call 01446 
748724. 


Alan’ 

race 

ALAN JOHNS, who 
is attached to Tim 
Vaughan’s Aberthin 
yard, saw the old 
year out in fine style 
when winning the 
BetFred ‘Wishing 
You A Happy New 
Year Handicap 
Hurdle’ at Newbury 
on Vaughan’s 
Theligny, which 
scored by two-and- 
three-quarter 
lengths from the 
gambled-on 
Geordie Des 

Champs trained by 
west Wales’ 

Rebecca Curtis, a 
winner of its 


s big 
win 

previous four starts. 

Theligny, who was 
returned at odds of 12-1, 
is also a consistent sort 
and was winning for the 
fourth time this season. 

Evan wins on 
Somme Boy 
AT the Cambridgeshire 
Harriers Hunt Club 
Point-To-Point Steeple¬ 
chases at Cottenham, 
Llanharan’s Evan 
David won the Young 
Horse Open Maiden 
Race on the Andrew 
Pennock-trained, 
French-bred, five-year- 
old Somme Boy. 

A 5-1 chance, Somme 
Boy won by a length 
from Kev The Car. 

BRIAN LEE 


OBITUARY 

A dedicated 
volunteer and 
true gentleman 


THE following 
tribute has been 
paid by the 
Glamorgan 
Voluntary Services 
GVS) to Penarth 
volunteer Martin 
Vick, who has 
passed away. 

It’s not hard to 
describe what Martin 
was to GVS: he was full 
of life and joy, which was 
hugely infectious to the 
team. He had a 
wonderful zest for life 
and he was almost 
certainly born with a 
smile on his face. 

He volunteered at 
GVS once a week, 
finding time amongst all 
his other commitments to 
put in an efficient and 
effective shift, while 
bringing happiness to the 
office for that day each 
week. 

He loved music and 
entertained us with his 
singing and knowledge 
of music. He had a 
passion for football and 
talked with enthusiasm 
about what his squad 
would be if he was 
manager. 

Martin led a very 
active life. He was part of 


the Hi-Jinx theatre 
company and performed 
all over Europe. Martin 
was a gymnast, and 
travelled to the USA, 
representing the UK and 
winning three gold and 
four silver medals in the 
World Championships. 

He later went on to 
volunteer for Penarth 
Gymnastics Club with 
the coaches, helping to 
train young gymnasts. 

Martin was a true 
gentleman, who will 
surely be missed by 
everyone who was 
fortunate enough to meet 
him. 

MARK STILLMAN 

Cowbridge 

U3A 

THE next meeting of 
Cowbridge U3A will be 
a talk by Peter 
Douglas-Jones entitled 
‘A Day on a Grouse 
Moor’, at 2pm on 
Wednesday, January 
11 in Cowbridge Town 
Hall. 

Visitors welcome 
(there is a small fee, 
which includes 

refreshments). See 
www.u3asites .org .uk/co 
wbridge. 


Ty Hafan 
lottery 
draw 
winners 

THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot 
lottery draw 

number D963. 

• £2000: 853643. 

• The rollover, which 
is currently £10,500, was 
not won this week. 

• £10: 581580, 

926475, 153331,554850, 
652430,237341,255352, 
250291, 889087,511152, 
225373,424176,423279, 
301858,317993,330881, 
1881531, 001405, 

001700,001115. 

• £5: 197853, 

348391,695572,395579, 
862002, 628940,829815, 
126812,167844, 968275, 
141966,435290,626237, 
407165, 379156, 253640, 
790877, 261444,113668, 
626943,715979,853009, 
199325,492659, 192064, 
387570, 111744,436061, 
799865, 716489, 816000, 
534126,864826,277755, 
717312,240759,870794, 
161934,693094,651869, 
378519,451978,462915, 
783579, 206444,814302, 
423458, 644387, 116244, 
120310,371311, 203091, 
940921, 941142, 822976, 
1242649, 1133137, 

1447746, 005511, 

005344. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions 
contained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


Putting the ‘care’ 
into care homes 


TO go to the Caribbean and 
have a nice bouquet of flowers 
are among the Christmas 
wishes at a Maesteg care home. 

At least two of the more than 50 
residents at Bryn Celyn will have their 
wish come true as part of an initiative 
organised by the home. 

Residents at the residential and 
nursing home on Maesteg Park, were 
invited to write their heart’s desire on a 
star and hang it on a Christmas tree. 

Avnish Goyal, managing director of 
the homes’ parent company, Hallmark 
Care Homes, plans to make a least two 
wishes happen for a resident from each 
of the 15 Hallmark Care Homes across 
England and Wales. 

Mr Goyal said: “We wanted to give 
our residents an opportunity to do 
something or have something they 
thought they would never get a chance 
to do again. 

“It could be anything from seeing 
their favourite show in the West End, 
to visiting their place of birth, or a long 
lost relative. It’s also a great 
reminiscence activity, particularly for 


our residents living with dementia. 

“All of our residents get Christmas 
presents from Hallmark on Christmas 
Day, but getting to know what they 
would like to do or have gives us an 
opportunity to truly enhance their 
happiness and make a difference.” 

Wishes that were granted from last 
year’s competition included reuniting a 
resident with his teenage sweetheart 
after 20 years apart and taking a 
resident to celebrate her 95th birthday 
at the Ritz. 

‘Lifestyle leader’ at Bryn Celyn, 
Mark Chandler said: “We are very 
excited to make some of these wishes 
come true for our residents. Since we 
have encouraged our residents to think 
of a wish, we have found out some 
great things about them which we 
would never have known.” 

The home also plans to make some 
smaller wishes come true and says it 
will look at making others happen 
throughout the year and on the 
resident’s birthday. 

The 2016 Christmas wish winners 
will be announced on January 27, 
2017. 


What’s on and where? 


Cowbridge Choral 

COWBRIDGE Choral Society 
resumes weekly rehearsals on 
January 5, starting with a new piece 
for them: the Dvorak Stabat Mater, 
for a performance later in the spring 
with Pontypridd Choral Society. 

New members are always welcome 
to join the choir. Rehearsals take place 
at the United Free Church, Westgate 
(opposite the police station) at 7.30pm 
on Thursdays; experience is not 
essential. 

Tax help for elderly 

Free tax advice for older people is 
offered at Roz Couzens’ Chiropody 


surgery, Unit 4, Commercial House, 
Commercial Street, Llantwit Major 
(CF61 1RB) on Monday, January 9 
from 10am to midday. 

No appointment is necessary. To 
access TOP’S helpline, call 0845 601 
3321 or 01308 488066. Home visits 
can also be arranged via this line for 
those unable to attend. 

Valeways guided walks 

ON Wednesday, January 11 the 
Coffee Shop Strollers will meet at 
Romilly Cafe, Cold Knap in Barry at 
10.30am. 

They will also meet in Cowbridge 
at the Physic Garden fountain at 
2.30pm. 


Expressions of interest 


ST DAVIDS MEADOW CORNTOWN 

Hafod Housing Association, together with the Vale 
of Glamorgan Council, announce a new development 
at St Davids Meadow, Corntown. 

Expressions of interest are invited from Homes4U members with a 
local connection to Corntown (local work, family or life connections). 
Properties are expected end of February or early March. 

A local lettings policy applies to this scheme. 

• One, three-bedroom house 
Rent £106.56 per week plus service charges 

• Two, two-bedroom houses 
Rent £96.87 per week plus service charges 

• Four, one-bedroom flats (two ground floor with wet 
rooms and two first floor standard bathroom) 

Rent £78.88 per week plus service charges 

(Rent/service charge subject to April change) 

Applicants must be registered with HOMES4U to 
apply for these homes. 

Hafod Housing Association is committed to providing a safe and 
sustainable environment and will be asking for references and carrying 
out interviews with prospective tenants to achieve the full 
potential for this new development. 

To apply, call the hotline, e-mail us at 
HOIVlES4U@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
or apply in writing to: 

Vale of Glamorgan Council Environment and Housing 
Civic Offices, Holton Road Barry CF63 4RU 



Hafod 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 



BRO MORGANNWG 


homes4 

HOTLINE 

01446 700111 
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....CALL A PROFESSIONAL FROM OUR A-Z LIST! 


Advertisers please note: deadline for 
Classified Section is 5pm Monday 
(to appear in the following week's edition). 
Telephone Ol 446 774484. email: 
vanessa.james@tindlenews.co.uk 



Call Paul Williams 

01446 439 306E2!raff 01656 349 281 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


ONI VISION ARE! 



Create the Mood for y 
you think witn Sc 

IE 


3SE 


jr home for less then 
c xj Sunshocies. 


Cardiff showroom 

Bridgend showroom 


Cr pay H<k total toft, tkfw (VaI 

Hvtfi A'V' 1 •4«eri»4 


GMft&cni dm 

to^ndCTJI JTT 

solar 

Crest* h« Mho 

ferry- 03446 418*03 

Bridgend 01654 14*471 

www.solarsunshades co.uk OB 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


| TV WALL MOUNTING & TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07974 065096 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
4 COVERING ALL AREAS J 




'Aena 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired.' 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331 160 
or Barry 01446 743267 

. www.lst-digital.co.uk 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


Contact The GEM 
Classified Section 
on01446 774484; 
or E-Mail Vanessa at: 
vanessa.james@ 
tindlenews.co.uk 


Building & Civils 


GROUNDWORKS 
DRIVEWAYS - WALLING 
PATHS & KERBS - PATIOS 
DRAINAGE - DEMOLITION 


Tel: 07891 259219 

www.aceplasteringandbuildingservices.co.uk 


D.P. 

BUILDING 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 
Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

44 Newlands Street, 
Barry 


©i 


STANTON 

CONSTRUCTION 
All building work covered 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Rendering 

• Driveways 

• Guttering 

• Chimneys 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Bathrooms 

• UPVC Windows & Doors 

• Stairlifts 

• All Electric Work 
01446 489368 


MIKE ANDERSON 

BUILDERS EXTRAORDINAIRE 


BUILDING & ROOFING SPECIALIST 


• Renovations 

• Slate & Roof Tiling 
•Timber Framed 

Houses 

• Barn or Loft 
Conversions 


• Conservatories 
•UPVC Windows & 

Doors 

• Wetrooms and 
all invalidity 

• Bathrooms & Showers 



Call now for a FREE estimate JOB TOO 

01656 771870 / 07976 720368 SMALL! 

Email: MAbuilders2015@outlook.com 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

01446 420784 "T 
J 07970 642537 J5I 

www.bairyandvaledampproofing.co.uk 


I Plastering & Building 
^Services 

PROFESSIONAL PLASTERING CONTRACTORS 
‘Bring your home up-to-date with 
a smooth & modern finish! 


Tel: 07891 259219 

www.aceplasteringandbuildingservices.co.uk 


* BLIND SALE! -*■ 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE*- 



The GEM 

01446 774484 


Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


: r v 

GRIFFITHS CARPENTRY ^ 

All aspects of Carpentry work 


Professional, friendly, caring service 

• Kitchen Installations • Flooring • Doors 

• Fencing • Decking • Bespoke Wardrobes 

Contact Rhys on 01446 401350/07803 696451 

www. rgriffithscarpentry. com 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


Sparkles 


Menzies 

Carpentry Services 


KITCHENS, BEDROOMS 
& BATHROOMS 
SUPPLIED & FITTED 

All aspects of Carpentry 
work undertaken 


Call Mark on 

07917 102766 


Domestic and Commercial 
Cleaning Services 

01446 737848 
07597 362854 
07765 790276 


» 


servicescardiff.co.uk 


The GEM 

01446 774484 



CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 
AND RUG CLEANING. 
LEATHER CLEANING. 
Fully Insured 


Professional, 

Reliable, Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 

Plus... 


Stain & Odour Removal 
FREE with carpet clean 


07930157952 
01446 737695 


Install a Stove 

Log burners, chimneys, external flues. 
HETAS registered, chimney sweep 
Alex Davies 

Solid fuel specialist/installer 
Llantwit Major, Vale of Glamorgan 
alex.chopper@hotmail.co.uk 07723565047 


j^C.R.JOSE 

CHIMNEY SWEEP 7 

WOOD & MULTIFUELED STOVES 
SERVICED, INSTALLED & REPAIRED. 
Bird guards fitted. 




Telephone: 01446 792735 ~ Estl965 ~ 


A - ■% HETAS 

C/mrSooty/ r tS 

V& ■> Si 

HETAS 

>9033 

>7238 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

|| googleme@guildofmastersweeps | 
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Call 

01446 774484 
to advertise with\ 
The GEM, and 
reach 45,000 
homes from 
Penarth to 
Porthcawl 


HD Computet 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 333330 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 


COWBRIDGE 


r Cou/hrt and 
tU 


■ Domestic & Commercial work 

■ Interiors & Exteriors 

■ Insurance work undertaken 

■ UPVC Soffits, fascias & guttering 

■ Clean, tidy & reliable 


^01446 781448 www.cowbridgedecorating.com 

07973 628842 email: jdrummondl 37@gmail.com 



IASI Painter & Decorator 

a name you can trust 

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

ll^end Calls 


Time served, qualified, 
professional, fast, clean 
worker, all insurance 
work undertaken 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 

nhurleypd@googlemail.com 


T 01446 772702 
M 07505 979078 


Dulux *■ 



_ TRUE 
■ CO OURS 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

y City & Guilds 
Certified 

25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 

07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 


Advertisers please note: 
deadline for Classified Section 

is 5pm Monday 

(to appear in the following 
week's edition), co.uk 


JONES & 
JONES 

DECORATORS 

Interior - Exterior 
Est 30 Years 

01656 664337 

or 

07974 269384 


Inexpensive 

Painting 

Exterior & Interior 
Using Quality Paint 

Tel: 01656 741586 
07704 535802 


All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

puc-V, Aluminium & Timber Windows 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels Brid 


muuwb 

Maintenance, 


& Stains 

1 Broken Handles/Hinges 
1 Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 
1 Replacement Door Panels PR °advk!e NAL 

1 New Rubber Seals AND INSURANCE 

1 Fully Qualified Locksmith QUOTATIONS 


Porthcawl CF36 3DP 



Call 01446 
-7-7 4484 to 
advertise 
with* The 
GEM, and 
reach 
45,000 
homes 
from 

Penarth to 
Porthcawl 


CA Jones Electrical Services 


• Specialising in all types of electrical heating. 

• Registered to Install Dimplex heaters. 

• Upgrade your old fuse board to a modern MCB 
board from £150. 

• Installing, test & maintaining electrical systems. 

• Keeping standards high & our prices low. 

07889338088 / 01656 864001 

Email: cajoneselectrical@gmail.com 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Electrical 


Tilt* GEM 

01446 774484 


■MiH 


Washing Machines 
Electric Cookers, 
Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your 
own home 

0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 

Testing, Inspection 
& Certification 


07891 965150 


A&C Electrical 
Solutions 

Domestic Appliance 
repairs. 

Appliances not removed. 
Appointment times given 
Over 30 years experience 

Covering Penarth 
to Porthcawl 

Card payments accepted. 

07732 264 803 24 Hr 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

6 R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


01446771655 
07885 347642 


■f 


Approved Contractor 



MPTC 


CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 


ALL WORK IS TO THE LATEST 
BRITISH STANDARDS BS-3998-2010 

Call for all your Tree, Hedge and Shrub needs 

For a completely free no obligation quote 

• 2 million pounds Public Liability Insurance 

• All credentials happily produced on request 

• All waste generated removed within quotations 


SEASONED HARD WOOD LOGS FOR SALE £801 CUBIC M 3 LOOSE 


Free local delivery 


ISSSE call Dion anytime 

advert 


WE WILL 
BEAT ANY 

on 01446 728197 


Call 01446 
774484 to 
advertise with 
The GEM, and 
reach 45,000 
homes 

from Penarth to/ 
Porthcawl 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Llewellyn Garden Services 

Mowing, Hedge Cutting, 

Fencing, Garden Clearance 

Great House Farm j 

Penllyn, Cowbridge 

Rob: 01446 775104 evenings 
Dave: 07890 712578 



NEED A TREE SURGEON? 

AD tree work undertaken 
Fully insured 

*w«ArbCymru COAJlh® ■■ 

TEL 01856 (48017 M0RO7I1U69615 


GuMs 


Arborwood Tree Care 

•Tree Pruning • Crown Lifting • Tree Felling • Dangerous 
Tree Work • Pollarding • Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting • 
Tree Dismantling • Root Pruning • Ground Clearance 
Call us for a friendly, free quote, fully insured 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Seasoned Hard Wood For Sale 




Bridge Vale Tree Services 


Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 


FELLING, PRUNING, 
CROWN REDUCTION, 
THINNING OUT AND 
TOTAL DISMANTLING 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - free quotes - 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Teh 01446 713857 
SITE CLEARANCE or 07921 902729 


im business” _■ 


“Afamily run 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task too big or small, just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


MiBEHMH 

Horticuttur* 


Afwmnrm wbw im w oww 

CMmoots m fame 



Vh Biahna fart. Uwi to o I 

Tali 01444 77SC02 


crrt m 


y 4* 




CCMS(W*l«)Ctd 


GUTTER CLEANING 
FASCIA WASH & 
WINDOW CLEANER 


Wrought Iron 
Metalwork 

by Mark Lund 

Locally based in 
Rhoose. Design 
& Prices available. 
Call 07715 783519 


Andrew Allen Gas & 
.Plumbing Limited 

A family run business BH 
f \ f° r your family needs! U 

INSTALLATION, SERVICING 
& BREAKDOWNS ON ALL GAS APPLIANCES. 
ALL FIRES & FIRE SURROUNDS INSTALLED 
GAS BOILER SERVICE £50 (with certificate) 

i o Year Warranty Find us today on Facebook. 

on New Boilers TEL: 07891 348113 

and 07740 518131 ■! 



Gas 

Services 


Combination Boiler & LPG Specialist 


Competitive & Reliable 

07814 394378 / 01446 774457 


D.B. FRANCIS l ifi 


GAS MAINTENANCE & 1 j 

GAS SERVICE ENGINEERS*^ 


www.dbfrancis.co.uk 



* All Gas and Oil Appliances Serviced 

* Gas and Oil Central Heating Installation 

* Boiler Up-grades 

* Heating Controls Up-dated 

* Individually designed systems to customers 
specification 

* Twelve months guarantee 

* Good after-sales service and maintenance 


B 


HVaAant 

7 Year Guarantee 

HETAS Approved 


^ • 


Unit 21c Vale Business Park, Llandow, CF71 7PF 

Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446 771175 




Call 01446 
774484 to 
advertise 
with The 
GEM, and 
reach 
45,000 
homes 
from 

Penarth to 
Porthcawl 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

Specialising in 
Coverage of 
Artex Ceilings 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


Go to the The GEM 
for the latest stories and breaking news... 

www.glamorgan-gem.co.uk 
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VALE 

HEATING 

COMPANY 

Quality • Value 'Trust 


• Plumbing 

• Heating 

• Bathrooms 

• LPG 

• Landlord Certificates 

Tony Patten: 07789222800 

Aberthin, Cowbridge 
Valeheatingco@yahoo.com 


flilifimifcaiunfslffitl 


&C0 

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTATION 

• PLUMBING • CARPENTRY • TILING 
» FLOORING • PAINTING • DRY WALL LINING 
• PLASTERING AND MUCH MORE 
ALL REALISTIC QUOTES BEATEN 
07870568388 / daviddew72@gmail.com 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 

794266 


]W Bathrooms 


• Plumbing ‘Tiling 

• Plastering • Wet Rooms 

Free estimates 
No job too small 


MIKE MOONEY 

PRECISION 

PLUMBING 

FOR. ALL YOUR 
PLUMBING NEEDS 
NO MATTER 
HOW SMALL. 
MANY YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
COMPETITIVE RATES] 
TEL: 07973 855462 


ALL TRADES SOLUTIONS 


PLUMBING & HEATING 


•BOILERINSTALLATION & 



01446 400225 
07866 470754 


ALL REPAIR WORK 
UNDERTAKEN: ^ 

• LEAD WORK, 

' CHIMNEY STACKS, __ 

■ ALL FASCIA BOARDS ^ 
& GUTTERING, 01 

■ VELUX UPVC WINDOWS. 


PREMIER 
^ROOFING 
WALES LTD 

SLATE & TILE 
^^.SPECIALISTS 

*3* 


07972 736806 
01446 741574 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Fairfax & Glover Roofing 

• Slating • Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 

EST. OVER 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass Tat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


CRD 

CONTRACTORS LTD 

All types of guttering and 
repairs from £40.00. Roof 
repairs from £50.00. Fascia, 
Glitter & Conservatory Cleaning. 
Telephone: 

01443887646/07899164310 


The 

OEM 

01446 774484 


PCP/umm,y 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

CilDMV 

Axr« ornw 



Chris Davies 

Plumbing & Heating 


City§£ 
Guilds «+ 

Rads, Taps, Bathrooms, 
& Boiler Installations 


07723 024765 


SBS SALVAGE LTD 


Plumbing 
Services 


All aspects of plumbing! No job too small 


Competitive & Reliable 

07814 394378 / 01446 796263 


U Direct 
I Collect 
Services 

Light removals 
AH work considered 
Any Place - Any Time 

07944 743932 


^PYRAMID 
^REMOVALS 


Near or far, 
small or large 

01446 734485 
07564 162950 


4 

9 

8 
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• ImoMfr* I it«rm 
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OK Environmental Services Ltd 

Local family-run business for all your 
liquid waste needs. Cesspits/Septic Tanks, 
Liquid Waste Specialists. 

Contact William Oakes on 01656 862414 
07779 255639/07870 388432 


ATLANTIC 

SELF STORAGE 


Self Storage Containers & 

Lock-Ups sited in Barry 
Manned 7 days a week 
giving you 7 days access 

www.atlanticselfstorage.co.uk 


01446 677648/07813134123 


• External New 
Watertight Containers 

• Internal Personal 
Storage for personal 
belongings. 

• Business Storage 

• Pick up service 
available. 

• All covered by 24 hr 
CCTV in Secure 
Compound 


Tiling by Tanya 

* All aspects of wall & floor tiling 

* Ceramic, porcelain, natural stone 

* Friendly, professional service 

* No obligation free quotes 

07814 124 851 or 01446 736760 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist s A 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 
www.bonnytiler.co .uk 




_ Mr 

Guitar Tuition 1 

One to one, acoustic 
% and ele 
\ tuition for all ages 
% and abilities. 

/lost styles 
jNL covered. 
lr .1 

181809 



TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


Immediate payment of up to £10,000 

MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle. 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead, 
Aluminium / Stainless steel, 

Computer boards / Electric cable 
and catalytic converters 


Barry’s newest car 
dismantling facility (QQQp 
registered with the 
environment agency, DVLA 
& Vale of Glamorgan Council 

Free of Charge: 

• Light demolition 

ed vehicle. • Factory/Farm Clearances 
Lead, • All grades of metal taken 

• Ferrous or non-ferrous 
able • Household appliances 

• Car batteries 


CALL US TODAY 
01446 421034 • 


www.sbssalvage.com 
07772 054534 • 


Monday to Sunday 
07410 549526 


ICT Trainer 

Learn on your own 

Laptop, 
Tablet or 
iPad. 
Qualified and 
Experienced Tutor. 

Friendly and 
Professional service. 
Tel: 07884 093940 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


Maths Tuition 

16 years GCSE 
experience 
DBS, EWC 

Call Joan on: 
07779 926913 


WANTED 
DEAD OR ALIVE 
CARS & VANS 

Runners/non runners 
MOT failures 
Accident Damaged 
Anything considered 

MIN £50 PAID 

For a fast & 
friendly service 

Please call 

07933 383 833 


Cars for Sale from 
£200 with MOT. 


Quality 

kiln 

dried and 
seasoned 
firewood 





- - Jeff on 7 JHM29 



FIREWOOD 

[ Buy 10 

1 handy bags 
at £5.50 each 

Seasoned & Kiln Dried 

Call 01446 771567 
for bulk winter deals 

1 get 1 free! 

www.topstak.co.uk 

Topstak 


S' Susan Viant 
Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) wanted J 


WANTED 


Classic/Old Car 

Any age, any condition, including 
an unfinished project or motorcycle. 

If it's in your garage or on your drive. 

Call Mark, cash waiting 
07425 139331/01446 794866 


WANTED 


Camper Van/Caravan 

Any age, any condition, including an 
unfinished project with/without MOT. 

If it's in your garage or on your drive. 

Call Mark, cash waiting 
07425 139331 


Go to the The GEM 
for the latest stories and breaking news.. 

www.glamorgan-gem.co.uk 


Advertisers 
please note: 
deadline for 
Classified 
Section is 5 pm 
Monday (to 
appear in the 
following week's 
edition). 
Telephone 
Ol 446 774484. 
email: 

vanessa.james@ 

tindlenews.co.uk 


Newmarket 

Holidays 



Dublin & Ireland’s 
Secret Heartland 

6 days from £549 Flying direct from 
an airport near you, 2 Apr, 14 May, 18 
Jun, 3 Sep & 1 Oct 2017 
The fascinating sights of Ireland’s heartland. 

Tour highlights 

V A visit to fascinating Strokestown Park 
House and Famine Museum 

</ Time to explore lively, historic Dublin 
Irish National Stud and Japanese Gardens 
</ Discover the riverside town of Athlone 
</ Ancient Clonmacnoise tour 
</ A Belvedere House and Gardens tour 

V Cruise on the River Shannon 
Entrance to the Derryglad Folk Museum 

V Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced 
tour manager 

V Five nights’ four-star half-board hotel 
accommodation, return flights and 
transfers 


call 0330 160 7959 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/glgl9364 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. 
ABTAV7812.AT0L protected 2325. Subject to availability. /7|\ |feARTA 
Single supplements apply Standard phone charges 
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REYNOLDS 

Noel Stewart Bantock (Pat) 


I* THOMAS *? 

Graham Denis 

Peacefully after a short illness on Monday, 
December 19. 

Loving husband of 40 years to childhood sweetheart, the 
late Betty Joan Thomas. Loving father to Carol, Cheryl 
and the late Stephen. Cherished grandfather to Claire, 
Connie, Daniel and Adam and Great Grandfather to 
Hollie, Rachael, Sophia and Isabella. 

Graham will sadly be missed by all his family and friends. 


£“ EYNON *f 

Martyn Henry 

Passed away peacefully on Wednesday, 28th 
December, 2016 at the Princess of Wales Hospital, 
Bridgend, surrounded by his loving family, 
Martyn of Coychurch, Bridgend, beloved 
husband of Geraldine, brother of Robert, uncle 
to Gail and Neil and great-uncle to Lewis. 

The funeral will be held on Thursday, 12th January, 
2017 at Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend at 1.15pm. 
Family flowers only, but should you wish to 
donate in memory of Martyn, the chosen charity 
is Cancer Research Wales c/o Mel & Ron 
Watkins Funeral Services, Graigwen, 12 Pentwyn 
Road, Pencoed, Bridgend, CF35 6SB. 

Tel: 01656 860545. 



BROWN 


Valerie Anne (nee Jones) 

Peacefully at home on December 19, surrounded 
by her family, Valerie, aged 76 years. 

Beloved wife of William, much loved mum of 
Geraldine, Helen, Nigel, Belinda, Melloney and 
Jason. Cherished grandmother and great-grandmother. 
Valerie will be greatly missed by all her family 
and friends. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Son Funeralcare, Gladstone 
Road, Barry, until the funeral service in the Chapel of 
Rest on Friday January 6, 2017 at 10am, followed by 
interment at Barry Cemetery. 


Formerly from Barry and more recently from 
Porthcawl, Pat passed away peacefully on 
December 21,2016 at Highborder Lodge Care 
Home, near Stroud. 

Both funeral service and cremation will be at 
Gloucester on Tuesday, January 10 at 1pm. 
Family flowers only please. 

Enquiries to Henry on 01452 812013. 


I* REES 

Kathleen Anne (Kate) 

Died on December 23,2016 at Holme Tower 
hospice after a long illness, bravely borne. 
Wife of Allan, mother of David and Owen, 
mother-in-law of Anne and Jody, nana of Amy, 
Lucy and Sophie. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Son Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry until a celebration of her life 
at St. John the Baptist Church, Sully on 
Thursday, January 12, at 10.45am, followed by 
cremation at the Cardiff & Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Barry at 12 noon. 

Family flowers only and donations to Marie Curie 
Cancer Care, Holme Tower, Penarth, CF64 3YR are 
requested. No dark clothing please. 




{Park independent 1 
'Fun era l CMrectors 

Caring for Yotir Loved Ones 

• 24hr Immediate Attention 

• Affordable Funeral Packages 

• Male & Female Staff 

• Funeral Plans Offered 

• Horse Drawn Hearse, a motor cycle and sidecar 
hearse, a classic lorry, a Bagpiper, or Doves, 
which are sometimes released at our Funerals 

• Eco Friendly Funerals, coffins made 
Senior Funeral Director from natural materials. 



Call us on 02920 705555 www.parkfunerals.co.uk 

3 Andrews Buildings, Stan well Road, Penarth, CF64 2AA 
7 Tynewydd Road, Barry, CF62 8HB 01446 421212 ^ 


Penarth Funeral Directors 

Hit kmun Kernel Funeral (Ionic 



02920 703581 


ASmsr.E COSTS ISOJ DF- 
C«4U, IIniv, 1. Brlr, 

RcsmJiMr at (tntim 
Hniti, Mtuiri A Done*'* F«n 


CintiAnu Tlictdul iSOZtf 
< tctniKii - ftsn £1450 
Bun»l IVrM* fittSO 
LWnl Burn Hit JO 
No lUAfrti I'm 


;• 




Robert D Johnson 


Cert FP 




Independent Funeral Director 

Family owned and run 


Funeral packages from £2450 

inclusive of essential disbursements 

• 24 hour immediate personal service 
»All funeral arrangements are tailored to your requirement, 
more importantly, your budget 
• Arrangements available seven days a week 
• Private chapel of rest 


29 Holton Rd, Barry CF63 4HA 

Tel 01446 733844 

_ Email rjfunerals@gmail.com Xf 

www. robertd j ohnsonfuneralserv ices. co. uk l 



Independent family Fumral I Mnxtnrs 

< 7 /f rant an wUW rfxJ family-run bustoe** 
MTVinn lUm and that u m n u ututn^ aruax. 

H ¥ ran fakir cam of t vt ry detail achtnar amI help 

ytm o* each and «very step of the wav. 


Traditit*nal/Ik*pokv Funer ,ife 
ftrvaft* Chapel of Rest 
Prepaid Funeral Plans 


■Drawn t arriagm, Moionyclr Mranw 
and allinuiMs aafcibliv 
• y umrrab can be arMti^pd in the comfort of >uor own home*. 
• y ndvpivtdiiit 24 hour mivkc. 

Reliable and pndesziunaL [;fh«m 

AM’sn’s here for vtmj. ir 4 -^ 


01446 407962 

IHl Ohkt R,,„1 fUrry 
V;ilc of GldOinrpao.O^ I 

»• w w > ulr fitnc* kVHA 



y Green Willow Funerals 

Family Centred Funeral Services. All profits donated to charity 

For caring, sensitive, bespoke funeral 
arrangements at a time of need. 


Contact Jordan Tyler based at 

21a Station Road, 

Dinas Powys, CF64 4DE 

02920 514627 

We welcome no-obligation enquiries and also 
cater for ‘pre-need’funeral plans which help: 

• Limit costs • Record your wishes 
• Relieve your pressure on family & loved ones 


www.9reenwMI0wfunerals.com 
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DAVIES *$ 

Glyn Brinley (Bryn) 

Peacefully on December 22 at Marie Curie Hospice, 
Penarth, Bryn, well known for his time at 
Pickfords, Alta Express, Christian Salversen, 
Monex and S & K Haulage. 

Beloved husband to Maureen, much loved dad of 
Chris and Jane. Loving step dad to Lorraine, 
Stephen and Royston. Special father-in-law of 
Alyson. A cherished grampy Bryn and pappa to 
Gareth, Rebecca, Laura, Katie, David, Richard, 
Sarah, Daniel, Nicole, Alisha and his great 
grandchildren, Emilie-Grace, Ethan, Kellyn, Faith 
and Baby K. 

He will be greatly missed by all who knew and loved him. 
Bryn is in the care of Lyndsay Ellis @ The Vale 
Funeral Service, 181 Court Road, Barry until his 
service at Cardiff & Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry 
on Thursday, 12 January at 1pm. Family flowers only. 
Donations, if desired, may be made at the service or 
via Bryn’s online tribute page at 
www.valefuneralservice.co.uk, where you are also 
welcome to leave your personal messages, photos and 
memories. All donations received to support Marie 
Curie Hospice. 


I* COBOURNE 

Mary 

Sadly Mary died on Friday, 16th December 2016 
at ‘Y Bwthyn Newydd’, Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend. She now joins her husband, 
David, who died earlier this year. 

She is loved and will be missed by her children, 
grandchild, great grandchildren and family. 
The funeral will be held at 2.15pm on Tuesday, 
10th January 2017 at Coychurch Crematorium, 
Bridgend. Family and close friends only please. 
No flowers, but donations if you wish to either 
Cancer Research UK or Macmillan Cancer Support. 


THOMAS 

Graham 

Passed away at the University Hospital of Wales, 
Cardiff, after a short illness on December 19; 
Graham of Clement Place, Barry. 

Beloved husband of the late Betty, much loved 
partner of Norma, a loving father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather; loving brother of John, Olwen 
and Maureen. 

Resting at AG Adams & Son Funeral Care, 
Gladstone Road, Barry until his funeral service in 
the chapel on Monday January 9 at 1.45pm, 
followed by interment at Barry Cemetery at 2.45pm. 

Family flowers only, but donations in lieu of 
flowers to Marie Curie Cancer Care, Holme Tower, 
Bridgeman Road, Penarth CF64 3YR. 


LANGFORD 

Colin Stephen 

Peacefully on 30 December at Barry Hospital, 
Colin Stephen, aged 85 years of Millfield Drive, 
Cowbridge. Beloved husband of the late Marie. 
Loving father of Kathryn and father-in-law of 
Bill. Cherished grandfather of John and Michael. 
Dear brother of Margaret. 

Colin will be sadly missed by all of his 
family and friends. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Son Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry until the funeral on 
Tuesday, January 10. Service and committal 
at Cardiff Crematorium where family and 
friends please meet 10am. 

Family flowers only by request. 







- tm 

CANNON1 

Lorraine 
Elizabeth 
(nee Stewart) 

Died 12 November 
2016 at Llandough 
Hospital. A private 
family cremation on 21 
December 2016 has 
already taken place. 


TO ADVERTISE 

Call Sue on 
01446774484 
email: gemsales 
tindlenews.co.uk 


W. A. Brown Son 


funeral director* 


• Fm-rwri rirfni Pant 

• Mo-crd M. 
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WALKER 

Kenneth (Ken) 

Liz and family of the late Ken Walker would like 
to express their sincere appreciation for all 
flowers, cards and kind words following their loss. 

Also to thank A.G. Adams & Sons for their utmost 
care and consideration. 


LEWIS 

Gwilym Wynne 

Treasured memories of Wynne who passed 
away January 3rd 2003, loving husband of 
Colleen, devoted father of Wynne and 
Michele, ever remembered bampy and 
father-in-law. 

Always loved and forever in our thoughts. 


OWENS 

Brenda 


Special memories of Brenda on January 4. 
Love and miss you always. 

Shirley and family xxx 


> LEANNE 
PARSONS 

> <- HAPPY 21ST 

BIRTHDAY 

_ 'Jr on January 5 

Have a great day! 

Love Anita and Lorence xxx 


Happy Birthday 

Philip Irwin 

on the 8th January 

Best wishes from 
all your friends at the GEM 





The Glamorgan GEM 

www.glamorgan-gem.co.uk 


Crane and Lifting 
Services 

Require engineer 
with electrical and 
mechanical knowledge, 
fault finding on 
overhead gantry cranes. 
Call Stewart 
07748 621263 


Allied Healthcare 


RECRUITING 
WEEKEND 
STAFF NOW! 

£8 per hour plus mileage 
& holiday pay. For 
immediate interview call: 

01446 747777 


Graco Evo 
Pushchair Stroller 
in Chilli Red 

Suitable from birth, 
converts from a lie flat 
pram to a fully reversible 
seat. Also includes 

Junior Car Seat 

forward or rear facing 
and separate 

Carry Cot 

all in Chilli Red. Each can 
be easily clicked into one 
hand fold frame with an 
extra large shopping 
basket. Excellent 
condition £150 ono. 
07715 985702 . 


FOR SALE 

Heavy duty 1600w, 

| 240v to 110v transformer 
with 2 American plug 
socket outputs. 

£25 

Kirby Heritage II vacuum 
cleaner, American model 
(requires transformers). 

In good working order. 

£25 

01446 775810 „ 

DISPLAY CABINET 

Wooden with glass front 
2 doors, 3 drawers, 3 
shelves. Approx 4ft 6 
inches high, 4ft 2 inches 
wide, 1ft 2 inches deep 

£50 

01446 737235 

TO ADVERTISE YOUR 

SITUATIONS VACANT, 
FAMILY NOTICES, 
BIRTHDAYS, 
ANNIVERSARIES etc. 
Call Sue on 01 446 
774484email: 
|emsales@tindle 
news.co.uk 


A highly respected 
charity is seeking 

Care Workers 

in Barry and Penarth 
(all hours). A car, driving 
licence & DBS checks are 
required for the job. 
Full training provided. 
Community rates of pay; 
£7.70, £8 & £9. Mileage 
allowance 25p per mile. 
Tel: 02920 700057 
option 6 

Email: caremanager@ 
crossroads-vale.org.uk 

Reg.Charity No. 1061381 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
For Motors - £24 inc. VAT 
for 2 weeks. To take 
advantage of this offer 
simply either send in your 
description along with a 
cheque for the appropriate 
amount made payable to 
The Glamorgan GEM’ at 
The GEM, Graig House, 
53 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL or telephone us 
with your wording by 12 
noon Tuesday. All major 
credit cards accepted. Tel 
01446 774484. Advert 

must contain a residential 
land line telephone 
number. You may alter your 
advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are 
given. 


Stag Minstrel 

Bedroom Furniture 

Mahogany comprising 3 
drawer chest, 2 
matching bedside tables, 
free standing dressing 
table mirror, Bedroom 
stool and headboard 
suitable for either a 
double/ kingsize bed. 
Good Condition with one 
careful owner from new. 

£125 for set 

01446 775590 

(Evenings/weekends) 
(Buyer collect) 


Goods 

Vehicle 

Operator’s 

Licence 

Valeo Scaffolding, of 
Level 1, Office 5, 

50 Holton Road, Barry, 
CF63 4HE is applying 
for a licence to use Unit 
9, Business Park, Cardiff 
Road, Barry, CF63 2PQ 
as an operating centre 
for 4 goods vehicles and 
0 trailers. 

Owners or occupiers of 
land (including 
buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land 
would be affected, 
should make written 
representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF, stating their 
reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. 
Representors must at 
the same time send a 
copy of their 
representations to the 
applicant at the address 
given at the top of this 
notice. A Guide to 
Making Representations 
is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s 
office. 


GEM 


Q Newmarket 


I Holidays 



Avignon, Provence 
&the Camargue 

7 days from £609 Flying direct from 
an airport near you, 13,20 May, 10,17, 
24 June, 2,9,23 September, 7 & 14 
October 2017 

Uncover the historic cities, stunning hilltop 
villages and sun-kissed countryside of the 
idyllic southern land of Provence. 

Tour highlights 

/ A walking tour of Avignon 
/ Enter the Pa/a/s des Papes 
/ Discover Provengal jewels Aix and 
seaside Cassis 

/ Roman Arles is gateway to the wild 
Camargue 

/ Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced 
tour manager 

/ Six nights’ three-star bed and continental 
breakfast hotel accommodation, return 
flights and transfers 


call 0330160 7959 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/glgll312 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. 
ABTAV7812.ATOL protected 2325. Subject to availability. /||\ || A RTA I 
Single supplements apply Standard phone charges W 1jlL.hc.nr " 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 

Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 

Development that may affect a Conservation Area/ 

Datblygu a allai effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposak/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2016/01438/FUL 

Proposed extensions, alterations and renovation to 

the existing buildings 

The Tower, Tower Hill, Penarth 

Penarth 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2016/01467/FUL 

Proposed conversion and loft conversion to existing 
property to form 3 self contained apartments 
33, Station Road, Penarth 

Affecting the Penarth Conservation Area 

Listed Building Consent/ 

Caniatad Adeilad Rhestredig 

2016/01464/LBC 

Remove roof structure to garage. Demolish two brick 
walls to garage. Leave and repair existing stone walls 
to existing walled garden, currently part of the garage 
Llansannor Court. Lane - Jet Newton to Jet Church 
Farm Via Llansannor Court, Llansannor 

Grade I 


Application(s) of General Interest/ 

Ceisiadau o Ddiddordeb Cvffredinol 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2016/01427/OUT 

Proposak/Cynnig: Residential development of up to 300 units and 

associated work, including the provision of public 
open space and strategic access points 
Location:/Lleoliad: Land off Cowbridge Road, St Athan 

May affect a Public Right of Wav/ 

Gall effeithio ar Hawl Tramwv Cvhoeddus 

Application No:/ 

2016/01427/OUT 

Residential development of up to 300 units and 
associated work, including the provision of public 
open space and strategic access points 
Land off Cowbridge Road, St Athan 


Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 


2016/01466/FUL 

The use of part of the quarry as a centre for CPCS 
Operator Training 
Location:/Lleoliad: Argoed Isha Quarry, Llansannor, Llanharry 

Departure from Development Plan/ 

Gwyro o'r Cynllun Datblygu 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposak/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 


2016/01427/OUT 

Residential development of up to 300 units and 
associated work, including the provision of public 
open space and strategic access points 
Land off Cowbridge Road, St Athan 


Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, 

or via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 5 January, 2017 

V. L. Robinson 
Operational Manager, 

Regeneration and Planning, 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 



—■ 
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REVISITING WALES’HISTORIC SUMMER... 

Robson Kanu sends Wales into dreamland... 


and next up are the English in Lens! 


WALES ended their 58-year wait to qualify 
for a major tournament last summer as 
Chris Coleman’s team competed in Euro 
2016. 

Yet few would have imagined that the 
Dragons would have reached the semi-final 
stages, where ultimately they were defeated 
by a Ronaldo-led Portugalthe eventual 
winners. 

Gareth Jamieson was in Bordeaux for 
Wales’ historic first game against Slovakia, 
and here we revisit his report from that day. 
HE first game of any tournament is 
a tricky one - you want to set out 
your stall, show what you’re 
capable of and make a winning start, but 
are more than aware that to start the 
tournament with a defeat can put you on 
the back foot. 


With Wales, add in the pressure of a nation 
priming itself to make up for 58 years of defeat and 
disaster - not that this squad would allow themselves 
to be distracted by the emotion of the occasion, as 
they have shown in the last 12 months - and the 
game against Slovakia in Bordeaux on Saturday took 
on even greater significance than usual. 

With a stadium seemingly spilling over with 
Welsh fans, red overpowering the white of Slovakia, 
Chris Coleman’s men took to the field knowing that 
having already achieved the goal of qualifying for a 
major tournament, the next step was to show that 
they belong on the European stage. 

In a game that ebbed and flowed throughout, it 
seemed that the large Welsh contingent in the Stade 
de Bordeaux (and the thousands watching in fan 
zones both in Bordeaux and Cardiff) were going to 
have to settle for a draw, Gareth Bale’s wonderful 
free kick being cancelled out by Ondrej Duda’s 
effort - but cometh the hour, cometh the man. 

Hal Robson Kanu, who proved throughout 
qualifying he was pivotal to Wales’ attacking game 
with his ability to create space for the likes of Bale 



and Ramsey, ran on to a pass by the latter and his 
scuffed finish rolled into the comer of the net, 
sending the fans wild and creating another slice of 
history for this group of players, the first British 
team in the history of the tournament to win their 
opening game. 

The result became even more important later that 
evening as England were stunned by a late equaliser 
in their game with Russia, leaving Coleman’s team 
sitting top of the pile in Group B ahead of their game 
with Roy Hodgson’s men this afternoon (Thursday). 

For a game that was already in the spotlight given 
the derby nature of it, even more significance will 
now be placed on the end result - a win for Wales 
would almost certainly ensure qualification for the 
next stage (and severely dent England’s ambitions). 

A draw will leave both sides’ fate in their own hands, 
w hi le an England victory would leave the group 
looking open going into the final round of matches. 

As soon as the final whistle blew on Russia- 
England, the mind games began, Gareth Bale 
questioning England’s pride and passion and stating 
that they “big themselves up before they’ve done 
anything”, accusations that were defended with more 
than a little annoyance by both Roy Hodgson and 
Wayne Rooney, Hodgson labelling the comments 


“disrespectful”. 

The ever-controversial Jack Wilshere then 
claimed that England had the better players and 
better team, only for ITV pundit Craig Bellamy to 
suggest that Wales had a better team unity and, 
more importantly, the best player out of the two 
teams in Gareth Bale, rubbishing Wilshere’s 
comments - all good banter, but proof, if any were 
needed, how high the stakes are in Lens later 
today. 

Arguably the pressure lays squarely on 
England - anything other than a win will put their 
participation in the tournament past the group 
stages in serious risk (not including the behaviour 
of their fans, the unsavoury events in Marseille 
casting a dark pall over the tournament). 

England chasing the game will suit Wales’ game 
plan perfectly, playing tight and allowing Bale to 
use his pace on the counter-attack to run at the 
creaking English defence. 

Avoiding defeat will be the most important 
thing, but Wales will definitely feel that if they 
play further up the pitch than they did on Saturday 
they can take the game to England. 

Should Robson Kanu start the game then Wales 
will have no problems doing that - his presence 
will occupy the English defence allowing Bale to 
attack from deep, something that helped Wales 
beat Slovakia; up to the point of Robson Kanu’s 
introduction (and the thankfully fully-fit Joe 
Ledley), Wales were being pushed further and 
further back by Slovakia, and Bale leading the line 
(being supported by the phenomenal Jonny 
Williams) meant Wales weren’t getting forward in 
enough numbers to test the Slovaks. 

Play further up the field today and Wales should 
feel more confident and assured of getting a positive 
result against our neighbours. It’s fascinatingly 
poised and a nervy and exciting afternoon is in store 
for supporters of both countries - can Wales add 
England to their list of scalps? Don’t bet against 
them... 


Barry RFC return to 
action with derby game 


FOLLOWING the Christmas and New 
Year break, Barry return to league action 
this weekend with a mouthwatering home 
fixture against current League leaders 
and local rivals Dinas Powys, kick off at 
2.30pm. 

The early season game at Dinas saw the home 
side gain a four point victory, so Barry will be keen 
to avenge that defeat and stretch their unbeaten run 
to eight games in the process. 

If you have some time to kill, Barry youth are 
playing Llantwit Major at Cardiff Arms Park at 12 


We are still waiting for a winner in the club 
lottery. 

Numbers for the festive period were as follows: 
December 24 - 07,08, 21 and 24, and for December 
31: 05, 09, 10 and 17. This week’s prize will see a 
jackpot of £3,325. 

Those members of the lottery who paid for a full 
year by cash, card or cheque are reminded that this 
week’s draw will be the last, and this year’s payment 
should be made this Saturday. 

AJ 



BARRY TYRE CENTRE Ltd^ I 

A family owned business serving Barry for nearly 40 years WWW.barrytyreautOCentre.CO.uk 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR :|| 

FROM All THE STAFF AT BARRY TYRE CENTRE! 


Superb! 

re otter 




all inclusive on 
your car for... 


FOR MORE GREAT KUMHO OFFERS 

GO ONLINE NOW! 


KUMHO TYRES 


AA I Go online and check out 
^ ® our prices and offers 


BitM 

www.barrytyreautocentre.co.uk 
All major credit cards accepted 


J Size 

KUMHO 

ECONOMY 

15565R13 

£139.90 

£99.00 

15565R14 

£144.90 

£105.90 

16560R14 

£159.90 

£114.90 

17565TR14 

£145.90 

£109.90 

18565TR15 

£167.90 

£124.90 

18560HR15 

£194.90 

£129.90 

1855515 

£187.90 

£124.90 

19550HR15 

£159.90 

£124.90 

19560HR15 

£177.90 

£124.90 

19565HR15 

£169.90 

£124.90 

20555VR16 

£178.90 

£124.90 

21555WR16 

£274.90 

£159.90 

22545WR17 

£224.90 

£157.90 

22540WR18 

£265.90 

£149.90 


PHONE FOR OTHER SIZES 


m 


PRICE 

MATCH 

AVAILABLE 

* 


llRELLI 


KUMHO TYRES 


GUARANTEE... 



ACCIDENTAL DANAGE NARRANTV 


KUMHO VYKtS 


Holton Road, Barry CF63 4HU. 01446 745888 

Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.30pm. Saturday 8.30am-2.30pm 


0irr\ m 


KUMHO TYRES 

FREE KUMHO nail/pothole damage tyre replacement. 
Terms & conditions apply. 


Lower Guthrie Street, Barry CF63 4PS. 01446 737447 

Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm. Saturday 8.30am - 1pm 
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GARY WATSON MOTOR CO. 


64 SUZUKI Swift 
Sport 1.6 

In met red, 24,000 miles, 

1 owner, very sporty 

£7,495 


62 VOLKSWAGEN 
Jetta 1.6 Diesel Auto 
Blue Motion SE 

In met grey, 55,000 miles, 1 owner 

£8,495 


g^i 


61 SKODA Yeti 2.0 
Diesel SE+TDi 4x4 

In pacific blue, 77,000 miles, 
1 owner 

£8,995 


13 PEUGEOT 3008 
Aless HDi 5-Dr 

In met-red, 29,000 miles 

£7,695 


| 53 BENTLEY Arnage 6.8 Twin Turbo R Auto 

In peacock blue with cream hide, 50,000 miles 

from new.£29,995 

| 59 RANGE ROVER Sport 3.0TDV6 HSE Auto In silver 

with black trim, 86,000 miles .£18,995 

| 61 FORD S-Max Titanium X 2.2TDCi Sport In midnight 

sky, 26,000 miles, 7 seater diesel .£16,995 

| 61 BMW 320D Sport Auto In black with leather trim, 

18,000 miles, host of extras.£15,995 

| 59 BMW Z4 5 Drive 35i Auto In met-grey with leather 

trim, 59,000 mile convertable at.£13,995 

| 13 VOLKSWAGEN Passat CC Blue Motion-Tech 2.0 
TDi Automatic In black, only 19,000 miles....£13,495 
| 96 JAGUAR XK8 Automatic In met-green with cream leather, 

only 23,000 miles from new, superb example.£12,995 

| 06 RANGE ROVER 3.0 Vogue Diesel Auto In met- 

blue with grey leather, lots of extras.£9,995 

| 14 FORD B-Max 1.0 Titanium In blazer blue, 18,000 

miles, under ford warranty.£9,495 

| 59 MERCEDES Cl 80 CGI Blue Efficiency SE Auto 
In palladium silver, only 38,000 miles, bluetooth, 

p/s etc.£9,495 

| 61 NISSAN JukeTekna 1.6 DIG-T In met silver, 37,000 

miles with sat-nav .£8,995 

| 61 SKODA Yeti 2.0 Diesel SE+TDi 4x4 In pacific blue, 

77,000 miles, 1 owner.£8,995 

| 13 KIA CEED 2 1.6 CRDi Auto In silver, 34,000 mile 

diesel hatch. REDUCED TO £8,495 

162 VOLKSWAGEN Jetta 1.6 Diesel Automatic 
Blue Motion SE In met-grey, 55,000 miles, 

1 owner.£8,495 

I 11 NISSAN Qashqai 1.5 DCi Accenta In met-burgundy, 

47,000 miles from new.£8,495 

| 14 RENAULT Clio 1.5 DCi Dynamique Media Nav 

5-Dr In silver, 39,000 miles, free road tax. 

. REDUCED TO £7,995 

| 63 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.2 Match 5-Dr In silver, 

10,000 miles, 1 owner.£7,995 

I 62 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 Diesel SE Nav Automatic 
In very berry, 57,000 miles REDUCED BY £1000 

TO .£7,995 

| 62 CITROEN DS3 D Sport Plus 1.6 THP In white with 

black roof, 48,000 miles, full leather trim.£7,995 

I 12 MINI Cooper 1.6 In white silver with black roof, 23,000 

miles. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £7,995 

I 12 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 CDTi Exclusive Diesel 
Estate In silver, 43,000 miles.£7,995 


In aqua blue, 46,000 
.£7,995 


| 10 SKODA Yeti 1.2 TSi SE 

miles, practical hatch . 

| 09 MAZDA MX5 1.8i Roadster Coupe In true red, 

48,000 miles, solid roof convertible.£7,995 

| 13 PEUGEOT 3008 Aless HDi 5-Dr In met red, 

29,000 miles.£7,695 

| 63 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SE 5-Dr In white, 29,000 

miles, a/c alloys etc .£7,695 

| 14 VAUXHALL Adam Glam 1.4 In very berry with 
cream roof, 25,000 miles, 1 owner, bluetooth, 

pan roof etc .£7,595 

| 64 SUZUKI Swift 1.2 SZL 3-Dr In black with white 

roof, 19,000 miles, 1 owner.£7,495 

| 63 CITROEN DS31.6 HDi Style-E In encre met with white 
roof, 52,000 mile diesel hatch, free road tax ....£7,495 
| 62 SUZUKI Swift Sport 1.6 In met-red, 24,000 miles, 

1 owner, very sporty.£7,495 

| 63 VAUXHALL Zafira Exclusiv 1.6 In royal blue, 26,000 

miles, very reliable 7 seater family car.£6,995 

| 63 FORD Fiesta 1.5 TDCi Zetec 3-Dr In black, 

56,000 miles. 1 owner, free road tax .£6,995 

| 12 FORD Focus 1.6 Titanium 5-Dr In silver, 70,000 

miles, nice example .£6,995 

| 11 CITREON C4 VTR 1.6 HDi Automatic In silver, 

33,000 miles with panoramic roof.£6,995 

| 60 PEUGEOT 5008 Sport 1.6 Diesel 7-Seater In 
met-grey, 58,000 miles.£6,995 


62 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5-Dr In white, 32,000 miles, 

with a/c alloys etc.£6,495 

12 MERCEDES A160 Blue-Efficiency Avant Garde SE 

In met blue, 54,000 miles, fantastic value .£6,495 

11 SKODA Octavia 1.4 TSi Elegance 5-Dr In silver, 

48,000 miles, 2 owners.£6,495 

66 SUZUKI Celerio SZ2 1.0 5-Dr In white, only 675 
miles, one owner, low insurance, as new ..£5,995 

63 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Energy 3-Dr In white, 

20,000 miles, one owner.£5,995 

62 SKODA Rapid SETSi 5-Dr In white, 59,958 miles, | 

very nice example at .£5,995 

61 SKODA Fabia 1.6 Diesel SE TDi 90 Estate In | 

crystal, 30,000 miles, superb example .£5,995 

61 CITROEN DS3 1.6 HDi Style In white with black | 
roof, 73,000 miles, diesel, free road tax ....£5,995 

10 VOLVO C30 R-Design 2.0 Diesel In met grey, I 

68,000 mile coupe. REDUCED TO £5,995 | 

60 SEAT Leon 1.2TSi ‘S’ 5-Dr In black, 43,000 miles. 
Good looking car .£5,995 

60 HYUNDAI i30 Comfort 1.6 Diesel Estate In met- 

grey, 30,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,795 | 

11 CITROEN C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi Exclusive In met- 

grey, 63,000 miles.£5,695 

61 RENAULT Clio 1.6 GT Line VVTi Automatic In 

blue, 16,000 miles, with sat-nav.£5,495 

10 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Edge Automatic 5-Dr In 

mulbury metalic, 41,000 miles .£5,495 

09 FORD Fiesta 1.4Titanium 3-Dr Automatic In hot 

magenta, 53,000 miles.£5,495 

09 VOLVO C30 R-Design SE 2.0 Diesel Automatic 
In black, 71,000 miles . REDUCED TO £5,295 

11 MAZDA 2 Sport 1.5 3-Dr In spirited green, 74,000 

miles, very nice throughout.£4,995 

10 HYUNDAI i20 Comfort 1.4 Automatic 5-Dr 
In red, 38,000 miles .£4,995 

59 VOLKSWAGEN Passat High Line 2.0 TDi 

Automatic In met-grey with black leather trim, 
88,000 miles.£4,995 

56 SUZUKI Grand Vitara 1.6 3-Dr In black, 69,000 
miles, 2 owners 4x4 at .£4,995 

60 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Diesel Zetec 5-Dr In black, 

85,000 miles, £20 road tax.£4,495 

10 RENAULT Megane Dynamique 1.6 5-Dr 
In extreme blue, 57,000 miles, bluetooth, 

alloys etc .£4,295 

08 VOLKSWAGEN Eos 2.0 Convertable In black, 

79,000 miles, 4 seater with solid roof.£4,295 

60 CITROEN Cl VTR+ 5-Dr In red, 46,000 miles, low 

insurance and road tax .£3,995 

09 SEAT Ibiza 1.2S 3-Dr In nayara blue, 55,000 

miles, low insurance.£3,995 

08 CITROEN C4 Picasso 1.6 Diesel VTR Auto 

In met muave, 85,000 mile 7-seater .£3,995 

10 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique TomTom 5-Dr In 

red, 76,000 miles with sat-nav.£3,695 

09 FORD Focus 2.0 TD 136 Zetec Automatic 
Estate In met-blue, 102,000 miles, excellent 

condition.£3,695 

09 FORD Focus 2.0 TDi 136 Zetec Automatic 
Estate In met-blue, ideal family estate at .. £3,695 
07 PEUGEOT 207CC 1.6 Automatic In silver with 
black leather, 31,000 mile convertable at .. £3,695 
06 SAAB 93 Linear 2.0 Convertable (150) In black 

with cream leather, 66,000 miles.£3,495 

59 HYUNDAI 110 Classic In met-blue, 53,000 miles, 

1 owner, £30 road tax .£2,995 

08 MITSUBUSHI Colt Black Hawk’ 1.5 Turbo In 

black with black leather, 69,000 miles.£2,695 

06 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr In met-blue, 64,000 
miles, a/c, alloys.£2,295 


ALL CARS SUPPLIED WITH NEW MOT AND 3 MONTHS RAC WARRANTY 


t3[Rac 


01446 722600 

www.GARYWATSONMOTORCOMPANY.co.uk - 
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Gravells.com 


THE KIA 



;v 


EVENT 

JAN 1 * - 31 st 


Choose from the stylish Sportage, the luxurious 7 seat Sorento, 
the funky Soul and the innovative hybrid Niro. 

Get your first 3 services Free with our Care-3 Service Plan 4 
if you purchase during January. Search Kia SUV Event for more details. 


X:. JT 






'«’V 


* 





First 3 Services Free* 


Gravells 


W j\j Bridgend 

r m V 016 S 6 641 Oi 


THi to U rt rt w 


briagena David street CF31 3SA 

01656 641 000 


FutH consumption figures in mpg <1/ lOOkml for the Kia SUV range excluding Soul EV I 
(7 6) - 74 3 (3£l. C<j 2 emissions 177 - BSq/km Fuel consumption figures for the S 

6ju»^flreoffxielCUtestfijM«^nirTp^aty»^c)unDovrsandr^nirtrF(lect^<tt<ngr«Uts Mem 


0 01 - 74 313 8). Exti a Ur ban 43 5 (6 Si-72 4 (3 9), Confined 37 2 
\ WA. Extra Urban N/A Combined NM. C02 emissions Oai’km. 

n ^Y^iittiMTWRfie-s^on.rtoyjriffTtoxx^ 


: Urban 28 2 < 10 ( 
the Soul EV: Urban i 

BWIlBmtwtfHMof w u >r» »« TrtlwiiufbiBc aa n d rw m| no t rg ftkt rteei<t^ngfCTifts Moddssta*rt aJM^wWflnro"3>000«i y>kinhlltNunHcin5*9peedOCT.icis Sorento tof-4* 22 CROr 
?trp6-spMdautorSG7-s<kit Scoriae GT-UneS r6T-CD 1740np7-^*edautoDCTarcJkjaSaJ'l 1 1 6CRDi 134t*ip 6-speed morud *Fi **-<:/-c too Car*-3 jipiiitiecnte* ScU All 

Hr* r.nHm. c <:frl^r<-» f «r*-rrtr>rria>>K 4 t nij rVy 4 *r*.fcr nrn<*r rrrH^ l**t-*r*»n Wt*nd)l?t rr^iHtfrwlMrrr 3 l*t ? 017 Cwtom*rslvM? 31 filij* fnrn tbfir 

•vtelvsregtoattoncIstetosUMcrbe Cart*3consistso? first tfrcc sorvk vi tar *- j otter Platte to customersorAj eMdudnqPnwteContract FT* 7yeur i’IOOJOOO mferTwufactuer^vtarramv For 
ful Mrrm andenJiftfrav bt kiicojit 
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g4mfmi r r/ri : n CrJ Sport 

YOUR DEFINITIVE SPORTS ROUND-UP TWITTER: sportjem 

Send your match reports, news and other items of interest to: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk 




Flyers blow away the 
Christmas cobwebs! 



LOCAL cycling 
club Pontyclun 
Flyers held a 40 
mile sportive ride 
just after Christmas 
to blow away the 
cobwebs and burn 
off the Christmas 
cake. 

120 riders set off on a 
cold, frosty morning 
from Pontyclun Athletic 
Club on a route which 
took them past glistening 
fields through the Vale 
lanes to Llantwit Major. 

There a feed station 
had been set up 
supplying mince pies and 


mulled wine at the White 
Hart Inn. More lanes then 
led them back to 
Pontyclun and a 
welcoming cup of coffee. 

The ride raised £2200 
which will be split 
between Pedal Power, 
the cycling charity, and 
the Pontyclun Foodbank. 
The riders congratulated 
the organisers on an 
excellent event, and now 
look forward to next 
year. 

Local cyclists are 
welcome to join the 
Flyers; and there is more 
information on the club 
website and Facebook. 

PG 


Cowbridge 
Darts League 
round-up 


FOR the last darts 
match of 2016, all 
the teams gathered 
at the Edmondes 
Arms on Tuesday, 
December 20, for 
the Great Western 
Cup. This is a team 
knockout 
competition. 

It was certainly a 
crowded evening. The 
two teams surviving to 
play in the final are the 
Edmondes B and 
Llanharry (the Edmondes 
B knocking out the 
Edmondes A in their 
semi-final). Llanharry 
reached the final by 
defeating the 

Highwayman Inn. 

Performances of note 
were Nigel Thomas 
(Farmers Arms) hitting 
his third 180 of the 
season and Paul Butcher 
(Edmondes B) with a 79 
two-dart-out: treble 13 
and a double 20. 

League standings, 
after 11 weeks, are: 


Edmondes B (70 points), 
Six Bells Inn (65), 
Highwayman Inn (62), 
Edmondes A (54), 
Edmondes C (51), 
Llanharry (49), Victoria 
Inn (46), Hairy Farmers 
(45), Farmers Arms (44) 
and Red Lion (9). 

Next week (Tuesday, 
January 10) we will have 
a full programme of 
league matches. The 
Edmondes B hosts the 
Farmers Arms, the Hairy 
Farmers hosts the 
Edmondes A, the 
Edmondes C hosts the 
Victoria Inn, Llanharry 
hosts the Highwayman 
Inn and the Six Bells Inn 
hosts the Red Lion. 

All matches start at 
8.15pm and spectators 
are always welcome. 

For further 

information e-mail Paul 
a t 

cowbridgedarts@ gmail.c 
om, up-to-date 

information can be found 
on the website: 
www.darts .apsn .co .uk. 

PJT 


Llantwit Major RFC 
resolve to start the 
new year with a win 


WITH 2016 ending with them being both 
knocked out of the cup competition and 
then heavily beaten by Cowbridge in the 
local derby, Llantwit Major RFC will no 
doubt be hoping for a fresh start to 2017. 

Their first fixture sees them travel to the 
capital this Saturday to take on Cardiff 
Saracens in the league, the game taking place at 
the Roath Recreation Ground kick-off 2.30pm. 

It has been over 20 years since the two teams 
have faced each other, with old stalwart second 
row Shaun Shea just a mere pup when he 
played in the friendly fixture on the morning of 
a Five Nations championship game. 

The Sarries it would be fair to say have had 
a poor season so far, winning just two of their 
10 fixtures, but one lesson Llantwit have learnt 
is that there are no easy games in this league. 

Reports coming from Roath suggest they 
may well have lost many of their fixtures but 
they do put in some good displays and have a 
young exciting back line. 

With Llantwit desperately eager to recover 
their early season form, it should then make for 
an interesting match. 

Some people may be wondering if the 


Bridgend 
Bridge Club 

latest news 


THE results for 
Bridgend Bridge 
Club for recent 
events are: 

Wednesday, December 
21: First, David Bowen 
and David Crompton; 
Second, Rob Forman and 
Alan Heath; Equal Third, 
Linda Pinnock and Steve 
Burgoyne and Norma 
and David Newman. The 
winners on handicap 
were David Bowen and 
David Crompton. 

Friday, December 23: 
Equal First, Steve 
Burgoyne and John 
Evans & Liam Sheridan 
and Glenda Roberts; 
Equal Third, Irene 
Thomas and Jenny 
Vaughan & Dian Jones 
and John Henson. The 
winners on handicap 
were Dian Jones and 
John Henson. 

Wednesday, December 
28: First, Tony Haworth 
and Robert 

Charles worth; Second, 
Norma and David 
Newman; Third, Pat 
Haworth and Tricia 
Saunders. Winners on 
handicap were Norma 
and David Newman. 


Friday, December 30: 
First, Steve Burgoyne 
and John Evans; Second, 
Norma and David 
Newman; Third Jenny 
Vaughan and Irene 
Thomas. Winners on 
handicap were John 
Moore and Colin Lewis. 

Regular club nights 
take place on Wednesday 
and Friday at 7pm at 
Nolton Church Hall. On 
Thursday afternoons at 
2pm, also at Nolton 
Church Hall, there are 
gentle bridge sessions 
when, although master 
points are awarded, 
advice on bidding is 
readily available. 

Please arrive at least 
10 minutes before the 
start times to ensure both 
a prompt commencement 
of play and to play the 
maximum possible 
number of boards. 

Full information about 
the club can be found on 
Bridgend Duplicate 
Bridge Club website or 
contacting one of Steve 
Burgoyne on 01656 
661968, John Evans on 
01656 880372 or David 
Newman on 01656 
649138. DN 


Llantonians have taken on any New Years 
resolutions - to complete the game without any 
yellow cards may well be a good start! 

Any supporters are welcome to travel on the 
team bus leaving the clubhouse at 12.30pm. For 
the after-match refreshments the club are now 
located at The Tavistock Pub, Bedford Street, 
off City Road. 

AH 


COWBRIDGE 
RFC BACK 
IN ACTION 


COWBRIDGE 
RFC start the new 
year this Saturday, 
hoping to extend 
their unbeaten run 
to five. 

The visitors to the 
Athletic Field are 
Canton, who currently 
lie fourth in the league, 
one place and one point 
above Cowbridge. 

After a mixed start to 
the season both teams 
have hit a rich vein of 
form - Cowbridge 
illustrating how much 
progress they have 
made with the 


impressive victory at 
Llantwit Major before 
the break. 

Saturday's game 
should be a cracker, so 
let's hope for a great 
crowd to start the new 
year. 

The youth travel to 
Pontypridd, whom they 
defeated in the first 
game of the season. 

On January 14, the 
firsts are at home 
against Penygraig, and 
the following Saturday 
they travel to unbeaten 
table-toppers Cefn 
Coed. 

A happy New Year to 
all RV/RK 


Llantwit Major 
& District 


Darts League 
round-up 


THE Llantwit 
Major and District 
Darts League enters 
the New Year with 
its leagues halfway 
through the season 
with both the ‘A’ 
and ‘C’ Leagues 
having played 14 
games. 

The latest highlights 
were: Jeff Price 180 and 
16 dart leg, Dai Sawyer 
19 dart leg. 

The LMDDL 

Committee would li ke to 
wish its members, their 
families and our local 
communities a Happy 
New Year. 

Monday night ‘C’ 
League table: Lamb and 
Flag 'Cl' 117, Shoes St 


Athan 92, Lamb and 
Flag 'C2' 91, Wenvoe 
Arms 88, Boverton 
Castle 87, Rugby Club 
76, Tudor Tavern 'C2' 
69, Kings Head 'C2' 68, 
Kings Head 'Cl' 45, 
Tudor Tavern 'Cl' 37. 

Tuesday night ‘ A’ 
League table: Kings 
Head 'AT 126, Wenvoe 
Arms 111, Fox and 
Hounds 88, Rugby Club 
'A2' 87, Shoes St Athan 
85, Golden Cups 81, 
Four Bells 77, Shoes 
Peters ton 72, Lamb and 
Flag 70, Rugby Club 
'A1' 64, Blacksmith 

Arms 58, Kings Head 
'A2' 57, Tudor Tavern 
55, Rugby Club A3' 47. 
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4 Ball Offer! £60 


01446 781781 
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